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H-oly Com.forter—SaiAr_It Cyprian Parish’s Africom-Afnerican Hi;tory Commerhordtion

How Firm A Foundation: Histories of Select African-American Parishes in Washington, DC

Saint Augustine Parish since 1858

Saint Augustine Parish, known as the Mother Church of African-American Catholics in the
Nation’s Capital, traces its heritage to 1858 and the efforts of a group of dedicated |
emancipated Black Catholics. Faced with a society that was not yet willing to put off the
last vestiges of slavery and a Church that, at best, tolerated the presence of Black people

|in its congregation, these men and women founded a Catholic school and chapel on 15"
Street under the patronage of Blessed Martin de Porres. In what is perhaps a touch of
historical irony, this school was operating four years before mandatory free public| ™
education of Black children became law in the Nation’s Capital.

After operations were briefly interrupted by the Civil War, a new church was built and

~ 8 | dedicated to Saint Augustine in 1876. From its beginning, Saint Augustine was the parish

a ____|of Black Catholics in Washington, DC. A tradition of lay efforts and of determination
Original St. Augustine Church |flourished.

From its earliest years, the school was staffed by the Oblate Sisters of Providence, the oldest religious order of Black kg

women in the United States. The Sodality of the Blessed Virgin Mary was established in May of 1892 and continues to
this day as an active organization of women in the parish.

The parish continued to grow and flourish with a strong commitment to education and good liturgy. In February 1928,
under Father Alonzo Olds, the parish purchased the site of the Washington Home for Children at 1715—15" Street, NW, =
intending it to be the new home of St. Augustine Parochial School. The school, a rectory, and a convent were soon built jgs
and the construction of a new church begun. Most of the parish activities and operations were moved to this 15" and S
Streets location, while the original church building at 15" and M Streets was maintained and used until 1946, when it

| was sold by the Archdiocese of Washington.

One of St. Augustine’s neighbors was a large Catholic parish, St. Paul, whose original
membership was primarily of Irish and German descent. With the rise of integration
and shifting urban demographics, membership at St. Paul dwindled steadily until 1961,

| when Archbishop Patrick O’Boyle decreed that the parishes of St. Paul and Saint
Augustine would be united.

In 1979, the Saints Paul and Augustine parish, through the parish pastoral council,

staff and the Archbishop of Washington, made a decision to sell the Saint Augustine

property at 15" and S Streets. The old Saint Paul buildings at 15" and V Streets would . { - .

be renovated to house the consolidated schools and other ministries of the parish. —

_— : ; : ; Current. Augustine Church

| On November 12, 1982, Archbishop James Hickey decreed that the parish of Saints gu
Paul and Augustine, served by the Church at 15" and V Streets, NW, would again be \formierly the okl St Panl Cluncly)
called the parish of Saint Augustine. With two thousand registered members and three thousand who call it their home
church, Saint Augustine is now one of the largest parishes in Washington, DC.

Saint Augustine’s proud history continued. In November 1989, Father John Payne, OSA, was ordained and named as the
first African-American associate pastor assigned to the Saint Augustine parish. In January 1991, Father Russell L. Dillard
was installed as the first African-American pastor in Saint Augustine’s history. Father Dillard was elevated to Reverend
Monsignor in May 1991 and served as pastor until 2002. Josephite Father Lowell Case served as St. Augustine’s parochial
administrator for two years, and District native Fr. Patrick A. Smith succeeded Fr. Case, becoming pastor in 2004. In |,
2007, Fr. Smith and a group of committed parishioners saved St. Augustine Catholic School from closure and successfully
led its transition to being a parish school beginning in 2008-2009, after the school had just marked its 150" anniversary.

In 2007, moreover, the Handmaids of the Holy Child Jesus, a missionary religious order from Nigeria, came to St.
Augustine Catholic School, helping to revive a tradition of 90 years of religious serving at the school, started by the
Oblate Sisters of Providence.




HOLY COMFORTER-SAINT CYPRIAN ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

FEBRUARY 8, 2015

FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Readings This Weekend:

Job 7:1-7 1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23 Mark 1:29-39
Readings Next Weekend:
Lv 13:1-2, 44-46 1 Cor 10:31—11:1 Mark 1:40-45

PASTORAL SHARINGS

Today’s readings must be seen as a unit. Without this
understanding the reading from Job might be seen as one
of utter despair. We might refer to this reading as the
DISILLUSIONMENT OF DEEP DESPAIR. But actually, it is
the question for which the Gospel serves as the answer.
Job begs for healing and deliverance and for a sense of
meaning to his life of sorrow. In the Gospel we see the
DESTINATION OF DISTRESSED DISCIPLES. Our Lord is
healing multitudes and casting out demons. The disciples
know and are trained to call upon the Lord for their every
need. This should be our instinct also. Too many disciples
today do not instinctively pray, but only turn to God as a
last-ditch effort. An old hymn reads, “Oh what peace we
often forfeit, oh what needless pain we bear, all because
we do not carry, everything to God in prayer.” Notice then
the DOCTRINE OF DIVINE DECISION - The Lord did not
heal everyone. When the disciples indicated that many
were looking for him he instead went off to the next town.
Why? He says, "[S]o that | can preach there too." Notice
that he did not merely say ‘heal there.” The Lord saw his
fundamental mission as one of preaching the kingdom and
the healings were the sign of the fuller glory that awaits
each of us in that glorious heavenly kingdom. Worldly
healing is important and necessary for us but what is more
necessary is that we know the glory to which we have been
called and to be filled with joy. For now, we may have to
carry a cross, but it is carried toward the resurrection and
the glory. God decides what is best for us: healing now,
glory later.
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Sunday, February 8
4:30pm (Sat) Rev. Monsignor James R. Matthews t

8:00am Austina Jones (birthday) t
11:00am Thomas Riehle T

7:00pm Peter Riehle T

Monday, February 9

7:00am Cyrus Artz

Tuesday, February 10 Saint Scholastica, Virgin
7:00am Sherrill Hawkins (birthday)
Wednesday, February 11 Our Lady of Lourdes
7:00am Dorothy Taylor Walker (birthday) t
Thursday, February 12

7:00am Eric Jackson, Sr. (birthday—Feb. 11) t
Friday, February 13
7:00am Michael L. Barnes t

Saturday, February 14 Sts Cyril, Monk, and Methodius, Bishop
8:00am Josephine Aloi t
4:30pm For the People

DAILY BIBLE READINGS

Monday: Genesis 1:1-19 Mark 6:53-56
Tuesday: Genesis 1:20—2:4 Mark 7:1-13
Wednesday: Genesis 2:4-9, 15-17 Mark 7:14-23
Thursday:  Genesis 2:18-25 Mark 7:24-30
Friday: Genesis 3:1-8 Mark 7:31-37
Saturday: Genesis 3:9-24 Mark 8:1-10

Music Schedule

Processional

“We Bring the Sacrifice of Praise”
Responsorial Psalm

“Praise the Lord who heals the broken hearted.”
Gospel Acclamation

“Alleluia!”
Offertory

* “Lead Me Guide Me”

* % “My Help”
Communion

“Taste and See”

“O How | Love Jesus”

LMGM #449

LMGM #168
J. Gouche-Farris

LMGM #750
LMGM #365

%8:00am Ruby Robertson, Cantor—Gwen Myles, Music Associate
% % 11:00am Church Choir

Mass Attendance for February 1, 2015
4:30pm 55
8:00am 146
11:00am 240
7:00pm 20
Total: 461

Stewardship Report2 0 =2 0 1 5

Weekly Budget Amount Needed $16,346
Actual Tithes Collected (2/1) $20,265
Actual Surplus (+) + $3,919
2015 CARDINAL® APPEAL
0Seek first the kingdom

(Matthew 6:33)

The Cardinal’'s Appeal is a pledge campaign where you can
make a gift, payable over ten months. Reflect on all the
gifts God has given to you and realize that your significant
gift will touch the lives of many. Your contribution allows us
and the Archdiocese to respond to the needs of others. If
you received your pledge form last month, please complete
your form and mail it back to the Archdiocese, or bring
it to church on the weekend of February 15™. If you did
not receive a mailing, we will conduct our in-pew pledge
process at all Masses next weekend. Please prayerfully
consider a generous pledge to the 2015 Appeal.

THI'S WEEK AT THE PA

Sunday (2/8) Thursday (2/12)
9:30am RCIA 7:00pm Knights of Columbus
9:30am Sunday School
7:00pm Mass Friday (2/13)
8:00pm AA 8:00pm NA
Monday (2/9)

. ; Saturday (2/14)
8:00pm YAM Bible Study 10:00am Liturgical Dance
Tuesday (2/10) 4:30pm Mass
6:30pm Youth Choir
Wednesday (2/11)

11:00am Friendly Seniors
6:30pm Liturgical Dance
7:00pm Bible Study

OQur Mi ssion Statement :

Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Roman Catholic Church,
empowered by the Holy Spirit, exists to evangelize and to
uphold Christian values by promoting the teachings of the
Church in Word, Sacrament and Witness.

Our Vision Statement:
A welcoming, embracing and joyful faith family richly
rooted in the community today, tomorrow and forever.
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FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

PARISH LIFE

CELEBRATING AFRICAN i AMERICAN HISTORY
During February 2015

REMEMBERING OUR ANCESTORS —In lieu of the
Calling of Our Ancestors exercise, this year we will
remember our foremothers and forefathers who formed
our families and our community by collecting the
surname of your mother, father, grandmother, and
grandfather. These collected surnames of our ancestors
will be posted throughout the season of Lent so they can
be “remembered” during one of the Church’s most
reverent seasons. Please see the flyer to submit your
family surname to the rectory office.

PHOTO EXHIBIT OF SAINT CYPRIAN AND HOLY
COMFORTER —Be sure to take a look at the photos on
exhibit in the vestibule of old Saint Cyprian Church and
the former Holy Comforter Church building.

THE CAUSE FOR CANONIZATION
OF FR. AUGUSTUS TOLTON-—the
first recognizably black Roman
Catholic priest in the United States.
Come and learn more about Fr. Tolton
at a special presentation at Our Lady
of Perpetual Help in Anacostia on Tues., Feb. 10™ at 7pm.
For info call Deacon Ira Chase on 202-526-9270. See flyer
on bulletin board in rear of Church.

YOUTH SUNDAY NEXT WEEK—Youth Sunday has been
moved to next Sunday at the 11am Mass. We invite all our
youth to come and sit together at Mass. Please feel free to
invite a friend!

BLOOD DRIVE RESULTS—T h a n k td all those who
contributed during our blood drive last month. Fifteen units
of viable blood were collected from 22 donors.

ASH WEDNESDAY is February 18" and begins
the season of Lent. Ashes will be distributed
during 7am, 10am, and 7pm Masses only. It is a
day of fasting and abstinence. Come and begin
your preparations for Lent.

ROBERT E. PERSON—uwill celebrate the | |
release of his 4" albumL o v e  DdnWied,c Fit N
Feb. 11", and perform at Blues Alley in >
Georgetown at 8pm and 10pm. Admission is [
$25. Advance reservations are highly ¥
preferred (www.bluesalley.com or call 202- &S
337-4141), The digital version of Love Divine is available
on iTunes. Stay tuned for when you can purchase a CD.

END OF THE YEAR CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS will
be prepared only upon request. Statements will not be
automatically mailed. You must contact the rectory by
phone or email to request your statement. NOTE: only cash
donations (submitted in an envelope) and checks payable
to Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian are included in your
statement.

Youth Ministry

Nicki Gebrehiwot, Director of Youth Ministry
202-546-1885 ext. 25 (voicemail) x youthdirector@hcscchurch.org

CONGRATULATIONS—to all youth who participated in
the essay contest sponsored by the Sodality Union of the
Archdiocese of Washington. Jordan Shepard—1°*' Place,
Kayla B. Scott & Sean Gray tied for 2" Place. Also,
thanks to Monchelle Gray for her participation.

YOUTH TRIP—for youth 12 years and older to The Oblate
Sisters of Providence Mother House in Baltimore MD, on
Sat., Feb. 14" for a day of “Service and Love.” Please
contact the HCSC Youth Director for more details.

FEBRUARY YOUTH SUNDAY—has been re-scheduled to
Feb. 15" due to the Memorial Mass in honor of Thomas
Riehle and his son, Peter.

YOUTH COMMUNITY SERVICE—please remember to
bring in a canned food item for our food pantry next week.

SAVE THE DATE!!'—HCSC YOUTH RETREAT—April
18, 2015 at the Oblate Sisters of Providence Motherhouse,
Baltimore, MD. More info coming soon!

HCSC Young

Paul a

Join us and other young adults from around the diocese
for the DCCatholic Day of Service on February 21% from
10am until 1:00pm. See flyer in bulletin for information on
how you can volunteer.

YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY—meets every Monday
evening at 8pm in the rectory. For info contact Stephanie
Keene at sakeene@gmail.com.

We'd like to hear from our young adults (age 18 to 40™")!
Tell us what activities interest you. Check out the HCSC
Young Adults Ministry on Facebook and tell us your
thoughts, or send an email: yam@hcscchurch.org. Do you
Tweet? Follow us on Twitter for updates at
HCSCYoungAdults!

FREE TAX CLINIC—offered by Capitol Hill Group Ministry
to individuals or couples with an annual income of $57,000
or less. Sessions are by appointment only on Thursdays
7pm—_8:30pm starting Feb. 12™ thru Wed., April 15™. Call
Rick Halberstein at 202-546-1111 or 202-669-4478 for
an appointment. Bring W-2 forms and all 2014 tax
documents to the Capitol Hill Presbyterian Church at 201
Independence Ave., SE.

Adul t Mi
Lancaster*x FeRVM@hacik ac hMiirlc h ea

Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Roman Catholic Church
1357 East Capitol Street, SE, WDC 20003
202-546-1885 x www.hcscchurch.org
Rev. Msgr. Charles Pope, Pastor

If you want to know more about our parish community or are interested in
joining, call the rectory at 202-546-1885 or hcscstaff@hcscchurch.org.

Mass Schedule: Monday thru Friday at 7am (Chapel)

Saturday at 8am (Chapel) and 4:30pm
Sunday at 8am, 11am, and 7pm

Mon, Tues, Wed and Fri, 9am—8pm;

Thursday, 9am—5pm;

Saturday, 9am—1pm and Sunday, 9am—2pm.
For information on sacraments & funerals call the rectory office.
Follow us on Facebook! Fr. Pope’s Blog: http://blog.adw.org

Office Hours:
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http://www.bluesalley.com/

