
Exodus 32 Debased at the Base

I. Delay
A. 32:1   When  the  people  saw  that  Moses  delayed  to  come  down  from  the  

mountain, the people gathered themselves together to Aaron, and said to him,  
"Up, make us gods, who shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man who  
brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of  
him." 

II. Dereliction 
A. 2  And Aaron said to them, "Take off the rings of gold which are in the ears of  

your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me." 3  So all the  
people took off the rings of gold which were in their ears, and brought them to  
Aaron.  4   And he  received the gold at  their  hand,  and fashioned it  with a  
graving tool, and made a molten calf; and they said, "These are your gods, O  
Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!" 5  When Aaron saw this,  
he built an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation and said, "Tomorrow 
shall be a feast to the LORD." 

III. Debasement 
A. 6  And they rose  up early  on the morrow,  and offered burnt  offerings and  

brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up  
to play. 

IV. Dialogue 
A. 7   And  the  LORD said  to  Moses,  "Go  down;  for  your  people,  whom you  

brought up out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves; 8  they have  
turned aside quickly out of the way which I commanded them; they have made 
for themselves a molten calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and  
said, 'These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of  
Egypt!'" 9  And the LORD said to Moses, "I have seen this people, and behold,  
it is a stiff-necked people; 10  now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may  
burn hot against them and I may consume them; but of you I will make a great  
nation." 11  But Moses besought the LORD his God, and said, "O LORD, why  
does thy wrath burn hot against thy people, whom thou hast brought forth out  
of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12  Why should  
the Egyptians say, 'With evil intent did he bring them forth, to slay them in the  
mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth'? Turn from thy  
fierce  wrath,  and  repent  of  this  evil  against  thy  people.  13   Remember 
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy servants, to whom thou didst swear by thine  
own self, and didst say to them, 'I will multiply your descendants as the stars of  
heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants,  
and they shall inherit it for ever.'" 

V. Decision
A. 14  And the LORD repented of the evil which he thought to do to his people. 



VI. Drawing near
A. 15  And Moses turned, and went down from the mountain with the two tables of  

the testimony in his hands, tables that were written on both sides; on the one  
side and on the other were they written. 16  And the tables were the work of  
God, and the writing was the writing of God, graven upon the tables. 17  When  
Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said to Moses, "There  
is a noise of war in the camp." 18  But he said, "It is not the sound of shouting  
for victory, or the sound of the cry of defeat, but the sound of singing that I  
hear." 

VII. Disgust
A. 19  And as soon as he came near the camp and saw the calf and the dancing,  

Moses' anger burned hot, and he threw the tables out of his hands and broke  
them at the foot of the mountain. 20  And he took the calf which they had  
made, and burnt it with fire, and ground it to powder, and scattered it upon the  
water, and made the people of Israel drink it. 

VIII. Defenses 
A. 21  And Moses said to Aaron, "What did this people do to you that you have  

brought a great sin upon them?" 22  And Aaron said, "Let not the anger of my  
lord burn hot; you know the people, that they are set on evil. 23  For they said  
to me, 'Make us gods, who shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man who  
brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of  
him.' 24  And I said to them, 'Let any who have gold take it off'; so they gave it  
to me, and I threw it into the fire, and there came out this calf." 

IX. Dissection 
A. 25  And when Moses saw that the people had broken loose (for Aaron had let  

them break loose, to their shame among their enemies), 26  then Moses stood in  
the gate of the camp, and said, "Who is on the Lord's side? Come to me." And  
all the sons of Levi gathered themselves together to him. 27  And he said to 
them, "Thus says the LORD God of Israel, 'Put every man his sword on his  
side, and go to and fro from gate to gate throughout the camp, and slay every  
man his brother, and every man his companion, and every man his neighbor.'"  
28  And the sons of Levi did according to the word of Moses; and there fell of  
the people that day about three thousand men. 29  And Moses said, "Today you  
have ordained yourselves for the service of the LORD, each one at the cost of  
his son and of his brother, that he may bestow a blessing upon you this day." 

X. Damages 
A. 30  On the morrow Moses said to the people, "You have sinned a great sin. And  

now I will go up to the LORD; perhaps I can make atonement for your sin." 31  
So Moses returned to the LORD and said, "Alas, this people have sinned a  
great sin; they have made for themselves gods of gold. 32  But now, if thou wilt  
forgive their sin -- and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou  



hast written." 33  But the LORD said to Moses, "Whoever has sinned against  
me, him will I blot out of my book. 34  But now go, lead the people to the place 
of  which  I  have  spoken  to  you;  behold,  my  angel  shall  go  before  you.  
Nevertheless, in the day when I visit, I will visit their sin upon them." 35  And  
the LORD sent a plague upon the people, because they made the calf which 
Aaron made.



Exodus 33
Fallout and Face Time

XI. Penance 
A.  33:1  The LORD said to Moses, "Depart, go up hence, you and the people  

whom you have brought up out of the land of Egypt, to the land of which I  
swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, 'To your descendants I will give  
it.' 2  And I will send an angel before you, and I will drive out the Canaanites,  
the Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 3  Go up 
to a land flowing with milk and honey; but I will not go up among you, lest I  
consume you in the way, for you are a stiff-necked people." 4  When the people  
heard these evil tidings, they mourned; and no man put on his ornaments. 5  
For the LORD had said to Moses, "Say to the people of Israel, 'You are a stiff-
necked people; if  for a single  moment I should go up among you,  I  would  
consume you. So now put off your ornaments from you, that I may know what  
to do with you.'" 6  Therefore the people of Israel stripped themselves of their  
ornaments, from Mount Horeb onward. 

XII. Presence 
A. 7  Now Moses used to take the tent and pitch it outside the camp, far off from  

the camp; and he called it the tent of meeting. And every one who sought the  
LORD would go out to the tent  of meeting, which was outside the camp. 8 
Whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the people rose up, and every man  
stood at his tent door, and looked after Moses, until he had gone into the tent. 9  
When Moses entered the tent, the pillar of cloud would descend and stand at  
the door of the tent, and the LORD would speak with Moses. 10  And when all  
the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the door of the tent, all the people  
would rise up and worship, every man at his tent door. 11  Thus the LORD used  
to speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. When Moses  
turned again into the camp, his servant Joshua the son of Nun, a young man,  
did not depart from the tent. 

B. This  tent  of  meeting  was  described  in  great  detail  in  Chapters  25-31.  It  is 
interesting  that  the  text  here  seems to  presuppose  we  know nothing of  those 
chapters. 

C. Face to Face? 
1. Compare to later in this same chapter!

a. Ex 33:20 “But," God said to Moses, "you cannot see my face; for  
man shall not see me and live." And the LORD said, "Behold, there 
is a place by me where you shall stand upon the rock;  and while  
my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will  
cover you with my hand until I have passed by;

2. Are there different traditions at work here?
3. What is meant by the face of God?



XIII. Prayer 
A. 12  Moses said to the LORD, "See, you say to me, 'Bring up this people'; but  

you have not let me know whom you  will  send with me. Yet you have said, 'I  
know you by  name,  and you have also  found favor in my sight.'  13  Now  
therefore, I pray, if I have found favor in your  sight, show me now your  ways,  
that I may know you  and find favor in thy sight. Consider too that this nation is  
thy people." 14  And he said, "My presence will go with you, and I will give you  
rest." 15  And he said to him, "If your  presence will not go with me, do not  
carry us up from here. 16  For how shall it be known that I have found favor in  
your  sight, I and your  people? Is it not in your going with us, so that we are  
distinct, I and your  people, from all other people that are upon the face of the  
earth?" 17  And the LORD said to  Moses,  "This very thing that  you have  
spoken I will do; for you have found favor in my sight, and I know you by  
name." 

IV. Protection 
A. 18  Moses said, "I pray thee, show me thy glory." 19  And he said, "I will make  

all my goodness pass before you, and will proclaim before you my name 'The 
LORD'; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy  
on whom I will show mercy. 20  But," he said, "you cannot see my face; for  
man shall not see me and live." 21  And the LORD said, "Behold, there is a  
place by me where you shall stand upon the rock; 22  and while my glory passes  
by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with my hand until I  
have passed by; 23  then I will take away my hand, and you shall see my back;  
but my face shall not be seen."

B. What does it mean to see the back of God?
1. The after effects of his presence perhaps, 
2. His footsteps?

C. Compare to a previous theophany to the elders
1. Exodus 24:9  Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of  

the elders of Israel went up, and they saw the God of Israel; and there was 
under  his  feet  as  it  were  a  pavement  of  sapphire  stone,  like  the  very 
heaven for clearness. And he did not lay his hand on the chief men of the  
people of Israel; they beheld God, and ate and drank.

D. Has there been a shrouding of God due to the sin of Israel? Or are there merely a 
different tradition at work? 


