
Reconciliation, Renewals and Requirements 
Exodus 34

I. Hearts of Stone 
A. 34:1  The LORD said to Moses, "Cut two tables of stone like the first; and I will  

write upon the tables the words that were on the first tables, which you broke. 2  
Be ready in the morning, and come up in the morning to Mount Sinai, and  
present yourself there to me on the top of the mountain. 3  No man shall come  
up with you, and let no man be seen throughout all the mountain; let no flocks  
or herds feed before that mountain." 4  So Moses cut two tables of stone like  
the first; and he rose early in the morning and went up on Mount Sinai, as the  
LORD had commanded him, and took in his hand two tables of stone. 

B. The Old law was written in stone. The New Law is written on our hearts
1. Ex 36:25  I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean 

from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. A  
new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will  
take out of your flesh the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And 
I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and 
be careful to observe my ordinances.

2. Jer 31:33  But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of  
Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and  
I will write it upon their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be  
my people.

3. Heb 8:7  For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have  
been no occasion for a second. For he finds fault with them when he says:  
"The days will come, says the Lord, when I will establish a new covenant  
with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah; not like the covenant 
that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to  
lead  them out  of  the  land  of  Egypt;  for  they  did  not  continue  in  my 
covenant,  and  so  I  paid  no  heed  to  them,  says  the  Lord.  This  is  the  
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says 
the Lord: I will put my laws into their minds, and write them on their  
hearts,  and I  will  be their God,  and they shall  be  my people....13  In  
speaking of a new covenant he treats the first as obsolete. And what is 
becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.

II. Holiness on Sinai
A. 5   And  the  LORD descended  in  the  cloud  and  stood  with  him  there,  and  

proclaimed the  name of  the  LORD. 6   The  LORD passed before  him,  and  
proclaimed,  "The LORD, the  LORD, a God merciful  and gracious,  slow to  
anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 7  keeping steadfast  
love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will  
by  no  means  clear  the  guilty,  visiting  the  iniquity  of  the  fathers  upon  the  
children and the children's children, to the third and the fourth generation." 8  
And Moses made haste to bow his head toward the earth, and worshiped. 

B. Visiting the iniquity of fathers to children? 



C. Jer 31:29  In those days they shall no longer say: 'The fathers have eaten sour  
grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge.' But every one shall die for his  
own sin; each man who eats sour grapes, his teeth shall be set on edge.

D. John 9:2   And his  disciples  asked him,  "Rabbi,  who sinned,  this  man or  his  
parents,  that he was born blind?"  Jesus answered, "It  was not that this man  
sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be made manifest in him.

III. Heart of (Moses’) Supplication
A. 9  And he said, "If now I have found favor in thy sight, O Lord, let the Lord, I  

pray thee, go in the midst of us, although it is a stiff-necked people; and pardon  
our iniquity and our sin, and take us for thy inheritance." 

IV. Heeding the specifications
A. 10  And he said, "Behold, I make a covenant. Before all your people I will do  

marvels, such as have not been wrought in all the earth or in any nation; and  
all the people among whom you are shall see the work of the LORD; for it is a  
terrible thing that I will do with you. 11  "Observe what I command you this  
day.  Behold,  I  will  drive  out  before  you  the  Amorites,  the  Canaanites,  the  
Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 12  Take heed to yourself, 
lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land whither you go, lest it  
become a snare in the midst of you. 13  You shall tear down their altars, and  
break their pillars, and cut down their Asherim 14  (for you shall worship no  
other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God), 15  lest you  
make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land, and when they play the harlot  
after their gods and sacrifice to their gods and one invites you, you eat of his  
sacrifice, 16  and you take of their daughters for your sons, and their daughters  
play the harlot after their gods and make your sons play the harlot after their  
gods.  17   "You shall  make for  yourself  no molten gods.  18   "The feast  of  
unleavened bread you shall keep. Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread, as  
I commanded you, at the time appointed in the month Abib; for in the month  
Abib you came out from Egypt. 19  All that opens the womb is mine, all your  
male cattle, the firstlings of cow and sheep. 20  The firstling of an ass you shall  
redeem with a lamb, or if you will not redeem it you shall break its neck. All the 
first-born of your sons you shall  redeem. And none shall  appear before me  
empty. 21  "Six days you shall work, but on the seventh day you shall rest; in  
plowing time and in harvest you shall rest. 22  And you shall observe the feast  
of weeks, the first fruits of wheat harvest, and the feast of ingathering at the  
year's end. 23  Three times in the year shall all your males appear before the  
LORD God, the God of Israel. 24  For I will cast out nations before you, and  
enlarge your borders; neither shall any man desire your land, when you go up  
to appear before the LORD your God three times in the year. 25  "You shall not  
offer the blood of my sacrifice with leaven; neither shall the sacrifice of the  
feast of the passover be left until the morning. 26  The first of the first fruits of  
your ground you shall bring to the house of the LORD your God. You shall not  



boil a kid in its mother's milk." 

V. Hallmarks of Sanctity 
A. 27  And the LORD said to Moses, "Write these words; in accordance with these  

words I have made a covenant with you and with Israel." 28  And he was there  
with the LORD forty days and forty nights; he neither ate bread nor drank  
water.  And  he  wrote  upon  the  tables  the  words  of  the  covenant,  the  ten  
commandments. 29  When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, with the two  
tables of the testimony in his hand as he came down from the mountain, Moses  
did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had been talking with  
God. 30  And when Aaron and all the people of Israel saw Moses, behold, the  
skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to come near him. 31  But Moses  
called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to  
him, and Moses talked with them. 32  And afterward all the people of Israel  
came near, and he gave them in commandment all that the LORD had spoken  
with him in Mount Sinai.  33  And when Moses had finished speaking with  
them, he put a veil on his face; 34  but whenever Moses went in before the  
LORD to speak with him, he took the veil off, until he came out; and when he  
came out, and told the people of Israel what he was commanded, 35  the people  
of Israel saw the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses' face shone; and Moses  
would put the veil upon his face again, until he went in to speak with him.

B. Forty days no food or water?

C. Afterglow and the veil 
1. 2 Cor 33  and you show that you are a letter from Christ delivered by us,  

written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of 
stone but on tablets of human hearts. 4  Such is the confidence that we  
have  through  Christ  toward  God.  5   Not  that  we  are  competent  of  
ourselves to claim anything as coming from us; our competence is from  
God, 6  who has made us competent to be ministers of a new covenant, not  
in a written code but in the Spirit; for the written code kills, but the Spirit 
gives life. 7  Now if the dispensation of death, carved in letters on stone, 
came with such splendor that the Israelites could not look at Moses' face  
because of its brightness, fading as this was, 8  will not the dispensation of 
the Spirit be attended with greater splendor? 9  For if there was splendor  
in  the dispensation of  condemnation,  the dispensation of  righteousness 
must far exceed it in splendor. 10  Indeed, in this case, what once had 
splendor has come to have no splendor at all, because of the splendor that  
surpasses it.  11  For if  what  faded away came with splendor,  what  is  
permanent must have much more splendor. 12  Since we have such a hope,  
we are very bold, 13  not like Moses, who put a veil over his face so that  
the Israelites might not see the end of the fading splendor. 14  But their  
minds were hardened; for to this day, when they read the old covenant,  
that same veil remains unlifted, because only through Christ is it taken 
away. 15  Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their  



minds; 16  but when a man turns to the Lord the veil is removed.


