L. Trap

B.
C.
D.

John 8

There’s a Bad Moon on the Rise

2Early in the morning he came again to the temple; all the people came to
him, and he sat down and taught them. *The scribes and the Pharisees
brought a woman who had been caught in adultery, and placing her in the
midst “they said to him, “Teacher, this woman has been caught in the act
of adultery. °*Now in the law Moses commanded us to stone such. What do
you say about her?” ¢This they said to test him, that they might have some
charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on
the ground. ’And as they continued to ask him, he stood up and said to
them, “Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone
at her.” 8And once more he bent down and wrote with his finger on the
ground. °But when they heard it, they went away, one by one, beginning
with the eldest, and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before
him. "®Jesus looked up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no
one condemned you?” "She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus
said, “Neither do | condemn you; go, and do not sin again.”

Collaborating in Condemnation - 1-6a
Counting the Cost - v. 6b-9a
Correcting with Compassion - 9b-11

II. Testimony

A.

2Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world; he who
follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” *The
Pharisees then said to him, “You are bearing witness to yourself; your
testimony is not true.” “Jesus answered, “Even if | do bear witness to
myself, my testimony is true, for | know whence | have come and whither |
am going, but you do not know whence | come or whither | am
going. "*You judge according to the flesh, | judge no one. *Yet even if | do
judge, my judgment is true, for it is not | alone that judge, but | and he who
sent me. "In your law it is written that the testimony of two men is true; *I
bear witness to myself, and the Father who sent me bears witness to
me.” ®They said to him therefore, “Where is your Father?” Jesus
answered, “You know neither me nor my Father; if you knew me, you
would know my Father also.”

Elsewhere as we have seen Jesus invokes other witnesses:

1. John 5:311If I bear witness to myself, my testimony is not true; “there is
another who bears witness to me, and I know that the testimony which he
bears to me is true. **You sent to John, and he has borne witness to the
truth. **Not that the testimony which I receive is from man; but I say this
that you may be saved. *He was a burning and shining lamp, and you



were willing to rejoice for a while in his light. **But the testimony which I
have is greater than that of John; for the works which the Father has
granted me to accomplish, these very works which I am doing, bear me
witness that the Father has sent me. ’And the Father who sent me has
himself borne witness to me. His voice you have never heard, his form you
have never seen, **and you do not have his word abiding in you, for you
do not believe him whom he has sent. **You search the scriptures, because
you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear
witness to me; *’yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life.

1. Truth or Consequences

A.

B.
C.

2These words he spoke in the treasury, as he taught in the temple; but no
one arrested him, because his hour had not yet come. ?Again he said to
them, “l go away, and you will seek me and die in your sin; where | am
going, you cannot come.” ?Then said the Jews, “Will he kill himself, since
he says, ‘Where | am going, you cannot come’?” #He said to them, “You
are from below, | am from above; you are of this world, | am not of this
world. #| told you that you would die in your sins, for you will die in your
sins unless you believe that | am he.” #They said to him, “Who are you?”
Jesus said to them, “Even what | have told you from the beginning. %I
have much to say about you and much to judge; but he who sent me is
true, and | declare to the world what | have heard from him.” #They did not
understand that he spoke to them of the Father.

Believe or be condemned
The heart of missionary spirit!

IV. Test of True Discipleship

A.

250 Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of man, then you will
know that | am he, and that | do nothing on my own authority but speak
thus as the Father taught me. ®And he who sent me is with me; he has not
left me alone, for | always do what is pleasing to him.” *°*As he spoke thus,
many believed in him. 3'Jesus then said to the Jews who had believed in
him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples, *?and you will
know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” *They answered him,
“We are descendants of Abraham, and have never been in bondage to
any one. How is it that you say, ‘You will be made free’?” *Jesus answered
them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, every one who commits sin is a slave to
sin. *¥The slave does not continue in the house for ever; the son continues
for ever. *So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed. ¥l know
that you are descendants of Abraham; yet you seek to kill me, because
my word finds no place in you. *| speak of what | have seen with my
Father, and you do what you have heard from your father.” *They
answered him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you were
Abraham’s children, you would do what Abraham did, “but now you seek
to kill me, a man who has told you the truth which | heard from God; this is



B.

not what Abraham did. “You do what your father did.” They said to him,
“We were not born of fornication; we have one Father, even God.” “?Jesus
said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for | proceeded
and came forth from God; | came not of my own accord, but he sent
me. ®*Why do you not understand what | say? It is because you cannot
bear to hear my word. #You are of your father the devil, and your will is to
do your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and has
nothing to do with the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies,
he speaks according to his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of
lies. ©®But, because | tell the truth, you do not believe me. “Which of you
convicts me of sin? If | tell the truth, why do you not believe me? “He who
is of God hears the words of God; the reason why you do not hear them is
that you are not of God.”

Test = increasing freedom from bondage to sin.

V. Turning up the heat

A.

“The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a
Samaritan and have a demon?” “Jesus answered, “| have not a demon;
but | honor my Father, and you dishonor me. *Yet | do not seek my own
glory; there is One who seeks it and he will be the judge. *Truly, truly, | say
to you, if any one keeps my word, he will never see death.” ®2The Jews
said to him, “Now we know that you have a demon. Abraham died, as did
the prophets; and you say, ‘If any one keeps my word, he will never taste
death.’ ®*Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the
prophets died! Who do you claim to be?” **Jesus answered, “If | glorify
myself, my glory is nothing; it is my Father who glorifies me, of whom you
say that he is your God. *But you have not known him; | know him. If |
said, | do not know him, | should be a liar like you; but | do know him and |
keep his word. *Your father Abraham rejoiced that he was to see my day;
he saw it and was glad.” ¥The Jews then said to him, “You are not yet fifty
years old, and have you seen Abraham?” %Jesus said to them, “Truly,
truly, | say to you, before Abraham was, | am.” ®So they took up stones to
throw at him; but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple.

Dialogue:

1. You have a demon!

2. You don’t know the father
3. You are liars!
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