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Third Sunday of Advent
Readings This Weekend:
Is 61:1-2, 10-11
1 Thes 5:16-24
John 1:6-8, 19-28
Readings Next Weekend:
2 Sam 7:1-5, 8-16
Romans 16:25-27
Luke 1:26-38

Today is called Gaudete (Latin for “rejoice”)
Sunday because the readings emphasize joy.
Notice in the second reading the Prescription of
Joy. The text of St. Paul says “Rejoice in the
Lord always! Again I say it, rejoice!” You may
wonder how scripture can command us to be
happy. Can we just cause an emotion? Not
usually. But it is a fact that our thoughts influence our
emotions. To the degree that we count our blessings and
stay rooted in God we have a much better chance of
staying near joy where we can access it. That’s why it is
good to give thanks to the Lord and count your blessings
every day. Never forget the works of the Lord! Not only
does the second reading speak of the prescription of joy it
also describes the Products of Joy. First, we become more
pleasant—the text says: Your kindness should be known to
all... Second, we become more prayerful—the text says:
Have no anxiety at all but in everything, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests known to
God. Third, we become more peaceful—the text says:
Then the peace of God that surpasses all understanding
will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday, December 13 Third Sunday of Advent
8:00am
Ann Bailey †
9:30am
Najee Johnson (birthday)
11:00am
For the intentions of Jessica Gruber
7:00pm
Bethel Sexton †
Monday, December 14 Saint John of the Cross, Priest & Doc of Church
7:00am
Brianna Williams (birthday)
Tuesday, December 15
7:00am
Sister Marion Riley †
Wednesday, December 16
7:00am
For the People
Thursday, December 17
7:00am
Ernestine Jackson †
Friday, December 18
7:00am
John F. Hines †
Saturday, December 19
8:00am
Walter Stafford †
4:30pm
Lynne Fairfax (birthday)
MASS INTENTIONS: It is a spiritual work of mercy to pray for
others, both living and deceased. To offer a Mass in memory of a
friend or family, call 202-546-1885. The customary stipend is $5
per intention.
DAILY READINGS
Monday
Numbers 24:2-7, 15-17
Tuesday
Zep 3:1-2, 9-13
Wednesday
Isaiah 45:6-8, 18, 21-25
Thursday
Genesis 49:2, 8-10
Friday
Jeremiah 23:5-8
Saturday
Judges 13:2-7, 24-25
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Matthew 21:23-27
Matthew 21:28-32
Luke 7:18-23
Matthew 1:1-17
Matthew 1:18-25
Luke 1:5-25

DECEMBER 13, 2020

FAREWELL DEAR AND FAITHFUL
SERVANT: On Dec 4th our dear brother-inChrist, Kenneth Wayne Louis, was laid to
rest in Atlanta, GA. Kenneth served as our
Minister of Music & Worship for over 28
years. He was very dear to our parish
family and while we mourn losing him, we
rejoice in his joining our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, in
His heavenly home. Please know that our parish plans to
coordinate a “homegoing” ceremony for Kenneth in the
future when we are all able to gather as one church family.
Please continue to pray for his eternal rest.
COMMUNICATIONS AT HCSC: Visit our parish website
(hcscchurch.org) for updates from the Pastor and on
the parish during this pandemic.
Subscribe to Flocknote by texting HCSC to
84576 or visit https://hcscchurch.flocknote.com/
to receive emails with updates from the parish
such as bulletins, recorded Mass links and homily notes.
It’s FREE and easy!
Download MyParishApp onto your mobile device to
stay in touch with what’s happening at our
parish. Visit your app store (available for android &
Apple phones). Turn on your notifications after you
download so you can receive updates and information.
HCSC is also on social media (Facebook, Instagram and
Twitter). Make sure you stay in touch!
Mass Attendance - December 6, 2020
4:30pm
8:00am
9:30am
11:00am
7:00pm
Total:

26
41
38
50
+ 50
205

THIS WEEK AT THE PARISH

Monday (12/14)
8:00pm YAM Bible Study

Friday (12/18)
6:00pm Confession & Holy Hour

Wednesday (12/16)
7:00pm Bible Study

ELECTRONIC TITHING WITH
FAITH DIRECT: We invite you to
join with other parishioners at Holy
Comforter-Saint Cyprian in setting
up recurring eGiving (tithing) though Faith Direct. Your
weekly offertory will be automatically deducted and you
can change it easily with a phone call or email. It’s easy and
FREE! Visit faith.direct/DC59 or pick up brochure in rear of
church. Contact Kim Peaks at 202-546-1885 with
questions. Thank you.
Our Mission Statement:
Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Roman Catholic Church,
empowered by the Holy Spirit, exists to evangelize and to
uphold Christian values by promoting the teachings of the
Church in Word, Sacrament and Witness.
Our Vision Statement:
A welcoming, embracing and joyful faith family richly
rooted in the community today, tomorrow and forever.

T H I R D S U N D AY O F A D V E N T

PARISH LIFE

ADVENT 2020

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS: Due to the
pandemic restrictions, we will not be ordering
as many flowers as in prior years to decorate
the sanctuary. This year, we still welcome your
names for the Christmas flower list but we will display
those names in the sanctuary throughout the Christmas
season and our clergy will offer a series of Masses as a
‘Spiritual Bouquet’. Please use the Christmas Flower
envelopes in the rear of the church to submit your names
by Sunday, Dec. 20th. PLEASE PRINT ALL NAMES.

GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT/ADVENT TREE: Due to the
pandemic we will not have our usual Advent Tree food
basket collection but instead focus our seasonal giving
effort on collecting necessities for the Oblate Sisters of
Providence and Servants of the Lord (see flyer for more
information). Donations are due Sunday, Dec. 20th.

NEW COVID-19 PROTOCOLS IN DC INITIATES
NEW SUNDAY MASS AT HCSC
Due to DC Mayor Bowser's recent announcement
modifying the District’s Phase Two COVID-19 pandemic
requirements, capacity restrictions for houses of worship
has decreased the maximum allowance from 100 to 50
people at each Mass. Because our current 11AM Mass had
been reaching close to 100 people, as of Sun., Nov. 29th
Msgr. Pope and the HCSC Pastoral Staff has added a
9:30AM Sunday Mass. The additional Mass allows our
parishioners to continue to attend Mass and receive the
Eucharist.

Under the Archdiocese of Washington and local health
officials’ guidelines we are allowed to celebrate a public
Mass in the sanctuary.
As of 11/25/20, local pandemic restrictions were adjusted
to allow only up to 50 people in attendance at any of our
public Masses. To accommodate this change, we have
added a 9:30AM Sunday Mass. Thus, our updated Mass
schedule is: Saturday—8AM and 4:30PM (vigil);
Sunday—8AM, 9:30AM, 11AM & 7PM, and daily Mass
(Monday—Friday) at 7AM in the sanctuary.
Please note there are a number of restrictions and
protocols that we follow at each Mass:
 To enter the sanctuary, only the middle front doors and
the handicap ramp will be open.
 To allow for social distancing some pews have been
blocked off and our ushers will escort you to a seat.
 Attendees must social distance themselves and wear a
facial mask or covering. Hand sanitizer is available.
 Attendance at Mass will be on a first-come, first-serve
basis until the 50 attendee count is reached.
 Instructions will be given at Mass for safe reception of
Holy Communion.
 Ushers will dismiss by pew at the end of Mass. Please
refrain from congregating out on the plaza.
We are being prudent and cautious because we care for
you and your family’s safety and well-being. We continue
to ask for your patience and prayers during these
challenging times. Please know that our church sanctuary
will always be open for private prayer from 8AM until 8PM.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: PLEASE COME TO
HELP DECORATE OUR CHURCH FOR
CHRISTMAS on Sun., Dec. 20th at 1PM. With
many helping hands, we can accomplish this in
a short time. We just need a few parishioners
to assist with decorating the sanctuary for the Christmas
season. Due to pandemic restrictions, contact Kim Peaks
at 202-546-1885 or pam@hcscchurch.org if you can help.
If you have any ideas for decorating, let us know!
WELCOME to Fr. Peter Tassini of the
Diocese of Syracuse, NY. He will
temporarily reside in the HCSC rectory and
assist with Mass and other sacraments
while serving at the St. Michael Center for
Spiritual Renewal here in DC. Please
welcome Fr. Peter to our parish community.
HCSC
TAPED
SUNDAY
MASS:
Msgr. Pope provides a taped Mass each
Sunday
via
our
Youtube
channel
(hcsc_church). The Mass is normally
posted by 3:30pm on Saturdays and will
also be available on our website and our
social media links. We pray this effort will
allow us to provide the Sunday Mass to those who are
unable to attend due to the pandemic.

HCSC Young Adult Ministry
YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY meets
Mondays at 8PM via Zoom. Join other
young adults with Msgr. Pope in the discussion
of scripture. To receive the Zoom link:
subscribe to the YAM Bible Study on Flocknote
at hcscchurch.flocknote.com.
Seminarian Seth Seaman hosts the
Wednesday Evening Bible Study via
Zoom at 7:15pm. To receive the link,
subscribe to Wednesday Night Bible
Study on Flocknote at hcscchurch.flocknote.com. We
are currently studying First Peter.
Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Roman Catholic Church
1357 East Capitol Street, SE, WDC 20003
202-546-1885  www.hcscchurch.org
Rev. Msgr. Charles Pope, Pastor (www.msgrpope.com)

For information on membership, sacraments and funerals contact
the rectory staff at hcscstaff@hcscchurch.org or 202-546-1885.
Mass Hours: Saturday—8AM & 4:30PM (vigil); Sunday—8AM,
NEW 9:30AM, 11AM and 7PM; Weekdays: Mon—Fri 7AM (8AM
on holidays)
Rectory Office Hours (during pandemic):
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 10AM—4PM;
Thursday, Saturday & Sunday—Closed
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian’s Social Concerns Ministry

Advent Tree/Gifts of the Spirit
During this season of Advent, we want to share our “Gifts of
the Spirit” with those within our parish and surrounding
community. This year will be a bit different. We are asking
our parishioners to donate personal items to support our
religious communities:
Servants of the Lord/Virgins of Matara
and the Oblate Sisters of Providence
Please purchase items from the list on the back and drop at
the rectory or in the church (during Mass times) NO LATER
THAN Sunday, Dec. 20th. The items will be wrapped and
presented to the Sisters prior to Christmas. Please be
generous and donate a couple of items so that all Sisters will
receive a special gift. Monetary donations and gift cards are
also accepted.

“if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage,
then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead,
do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.” Romans 12:7-8

ADVENT TREE WISH LIST
Following is the list of items that you are asked to donate. We also welcome monetary donations (make checks payable to HCSC and write
ADVENT TREE in the memo) or gift cards (see list below). All donations are due by Sunday, December 20th. They can be left at the rectory office
or after the weekend Masses. You are also welcome to order online and ship to: Holy Comforter-St. Cyprian Catholic Church,
1357 E. Capitol Street., S.E., Washington, D.C. 20003. You can put to the attention of: Advent Tree.
Thank you in advance for your generosity and support.

Facial Tissue (full sized box)

Personal Stationary

GIFT CARDS

Bar Soap (Dove, Irish Spring or Dial)

Word Search Books

Walmart Gift Cards

Body Wash (Dove or other gentle
brand)

Crossword Puzzle Books

Target Gift Cards

Toothpaste

Scenic Puzzles (500 pcs or more)

VISA Gift Cards

Toothbrush

Disposable Face Masks

Safeway Gift Cards

Body Lotion (Vaseline Intensive Care or
similar)

Hard Candy (mints, Werthers, mixed)

Amazon Gift Cards

Hand Sanitizer (personal sized)

Body Powder

Liquid Hand Soap (small pump bottles)

Foot Powder

Postage Stamps

Dark Knee or Long Socks (think & thin)

Tylenol Capsules (for arthritis)

Hanes Solid Color Dark T-Shirt (Men’s
medium & large)

Thank You Notes or Cards
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View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our Deceased Members

HCSC
Holy Name Society

For information on advertising,
please call 1-800-233-8200
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