


HOLY COMFORTER-SAINT CYPRIAN ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Readings This Weekend:
2 Sam 7:1-5, 8-16 Romans 16:25-27
Readings Next Weekend:

Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 Col 3:12-21

Luke 1:26-38

Luke 2:22-40

Notice in this Gospel today several stages that
in some ways remind us of a Mass. First, there
is Procession. Mary proceeds in haste to be
with her cousin Elizabeth. And when they
| gather, there is Praise! Mary and Elizabeth
are having church. Then there
is Proclamation: word that is exchanged.
Mary’s word of greeting does not merely convey her voice,
with Jesus in her womb the presence of God accompanies
her voice and Elizabeth is filled with joy. During Sunday
service, when the presence of the Lord is in the lector, the
deacon and the preacher you know that not only are they
speaking, but also God, and you are filled with joy!? Then,
comes Perception. Elizabeth understands that Mary is
Mother of the Lord and carries in her the Lord Jesus. John
also leaps for joy, recognizing Christ. At Mass we too fall to
our knees with joy as the priest says, “Behold the Lamb of
God” and we recognize Jesus in the breaking of the bread.
So, in today’s Gospel, there’s just a little Mass going on,
just havin’ a little Church up in there.

DECEMBER 20, 2020

CHRISTMAS SEASON MASS SCHEDULE

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24"
Masses at 6:00 AND 10:00 p.m.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25"
CHRISTMAS DAY
10:00 a.m. Mass (no 7:00 a.m. Mass)

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27"
FEAST OF THE HoLY FAMILY
8, 9:30, AND 11:00 a.m., AND 7:00 p.m.
(Vigil Mass on Sat., Dec 26 at 4:30 p.m.)

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31°t
SOLEMNITY OF MARY (VIGIL MASS)
7:00 p.m.

Friday, January 1%
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
10:00 a.m.

(1 "\ So much is different this Christmas
FAmRECT” season, yet the focus and dedication
i of our parish and its ministries

FUNERAL: Roy Herman Johnson (Mon., Dec. 215‘) and
Ruby Lowry Roberts (Tues., Dec. 22")

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday, December 20 Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:00am Sister Marion Riley T

9:30am For the intentions of Ella Ray
11:00am Larry Elgin t
7:00pm For the intentions of Jessica Gruber

Monday, December 21 Saint Peter Canisius, Priest and Doctor of Church
7:00am Ann Bailey t

Tuesday, December 22

7:00am Bethel Sexton t

Wednesday, December 23 Saint John of Kanty, Priest
7:00am For the intentions of Rachel Collins
Thursday, December 24 Christmas Eve

7:00am Sister Marion Riley t
6:00pm Kaream Hassan Harris t
10:00pm For those listed on our Christmas flower list

Friday, December 25 The Nativity of the Lord

10:00am For the People

Saturday, December 26 Saint Stephen, The First Martyr
8:00am David Addison (birthday)

4:30pm Ann Bailey t

To submit a Mass intention contact the rectory (202-546-1885)

DAILY BIBLE READINGS

Monday: Song of Songs 2:8-14 Luke 1:39-45
Tuesday: 1 Samuel 1:24-28 Luke 1:46-56
Wednesday: Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24 Luke 1:57-66
Thursday: 2 Samuel 7:1-16 Luke 1:67-79
Friday: Isaiah 52:7-10 Hebrews 1:1-6  John 1:1-18

 remains constant and that is to serve
the parish and our community by efforts such as providing
food from our food pantry to continuing our outreach to our
seniors. Your generous online donations are greatly
appreciated to help sustain our ministries that reflect the
promise of God’s love. The upheaval and distress caused
by COVID-19 give these ministries added importance, and
your kindness will help families all around us. We
prayerfully request that you consider signing up for
eGiving. You can set up a recurring donation or make a
one-time gift. It's easy and FREE! Visit faith.direct/DC59 or
pick up brochure in rear of church. Contact Kim Peaks at
202-546-1885 with questions. Thank you.

Mass Attendance December 13, 2020
4:30pm 17
8:00am 49
9:30am 24
11:00am 50
7:00pm )
Total: 179
THIS WEEK AT THE PARISH
Monday (12/21) Friday (12/25) Nativity of our
8:00pm YAM Bible Study Lord
(No 7AM morning Mass)
Thursday (12/24) 10:00am Christmas Mass
6:00pm Mass

10:00pm Mass

Saturday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59 Matthew 10:17-22

OUR MiISSION STATEMENT:

Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Roman Catholic Church,
empowered by the Holy Spirit, exists to evangelize and to
uphold Christian values by promoting the teachings of the
Church in Word, Sacrament and Witness.

OUR VISION STATEMENT:
A welcoming, embracing and joyful faith family richly
rooted in the community today, tomorrow and forever.




FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

PARISH LIFE
RECTORY OFFICE CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

Rectory Closed: Thur., Dec. 24" thru Mon. Dec. 28"
The office will re-open on Tues, Dec. 29"

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS: Due to the
pandemic restrictions, we will not be ordering
as many flowers as in prior years to decorate
our sanctuary. This year, we still welcome your
names for the Christmas flower list but we will display
those names in the sanctuary throughout the Christmas
season and our clergy will offer a series of Masses as a
‘Spiritual Bouquet Please use the Christmas Flower
envelopes in the rear of the church to submit your names
by Sunday, Dec. 20"". PLEASE PRINT ALL NAMES.

ADVENT 2020

GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT/ADVENT TREE: Today (Dec. 20™)
is the last day to bring in specific items for the Advent Tree
to benefit the Oblate Sisters of Providence and the
Servants of the Lord. If you were unable to donate a
specific item from the list, you can still make a monetary
donation and drop it at the rectory during office hours or
with an usher at Mass. Please reference “Advent Tree” on

your monetary donation. Thank you for your generosity.

Ty
RE-OPENING OUR

CHURCH WITH FAITH

Under the Archdiocese of Washington and local health
officials’ guidelines we are allowed to celebrate a public Mass
in the sanctuary.

As of 12/14/20, local pandemic restrictions were adjusted to
allow only up to 150 people in attendance at any of our public
Masses. Our updated Mass schedule is: Saturday—8AM and
4:30PM (vigil); Sunday—8AM, 9:30AM, 11AM & 7PM, and
daily Mass (Monday—Friday) at 7AM in the sanctuary.

Please note there are a number of restrictions and protocols
that we follow at each Mass:

¢ To enter the sanctuary, only the middle front doors and
the handicap ramp will be open.

¢ To allow for social distancing some pews have been
blocked off and our ushers will escort you to a seat.

¢ Attendees must social distance themselves and wear a
facial mask or covering. Hand sanitizer is available.

¢ Attendance at Mass will be on a first-come, first-serve
basis until the 50 attendee count is reached.

¢ Instructions will be given at Mass for safe reception of
Holy Communion.

¢ Ushers will dismiss by pew at the end of Mass. Please
refrain from congregating out on the plaza.

We are being prudent and cautious because we care for you
and your family’s safety and well-being. We continue to ask
for your patience and prayers during these challenging times.
Please know that our church sanctuary will always be open for
private prayer from 8AM until 8PM.

Our very own ROBERT E. PERSON
has recorded a new collection of
Christmas music titled, Christmas
Joy. A limited number of CD
copies are available in our
Candlelight store or the rectory
office. COST: $10. You can also

“Chiisinoss Joy

ROBERT E. PERSON

listen and purchase digital copies at
https://roberteperson.hearnow.com/.  Support a
local musician while providing some soulful

Christmas Joy to you and yours this season!

i CALENDARS FOR 2021: FREE 2021 wall
calendars are available in the rear of the church.
Limited supply!

SAINT JOSEPH 2021 SUNDAY MISSALS are available
for sale. To purchase, ask one of the ushers or come to the
rectory office. COST: $3 Limited supply.

HCSC TAPED SUNDAY MASS: ||
Msgr. Pope is providing a taped Mass each
Sunday via our Youtube  channel
(hcsc_church). The Mass is posted by |2
3:30pm on Saturdays and also available via
our website and our social media links. We *

pray this effort will allow us to provide the Sunday Mass to
those who are unable to attend due to the pandemic.

i

KEEP IN TOUCH with HCSC through our website
(hcscchurch.org); social media links (Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter & Youtube) and MyParishApp
(download to your mobile device). Also, subscribe to
Flocknote at hcscchurch.flocknote.com (or text HCSC
to 84576) to receive email notices and information. It's
FREE and easy to stay in touch with us!

HCSC Young Adult M1mstry

YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY meets
Mondays at 8PM via Zoom. Join other
young adults with Msgr. Pope in the
discussion of scripture. To receive the
ZOOM link: subscribe to the YAM Bible
Study on Flocknote at hescchurch.flocknote.com.

: ~ Seminarian Seth Seaman hosts
lglegfudy the Wednesday Evening Bible

Study via Zoom at 7:15pm. To
L cvenone Bwelcome T receive  the link, subscribe to
Wednesday  Night Bible Study on  Flocknote
at hescchurch.flocknote.com. We are currently studying
First Peter.

Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Roman Catholic Church
1357 East Capitol Street, SE, WDC 20003
202-546-1885 «» www.hcscchurch.org
Rev. Msgr. Charles Pope, Pastor (www.msgrpope.com)

For information on membership, sacraments and funerals contact
the rectory staff at hcscstaff@hcscchurch.org or 202-546-1885.
Mass Hours: Saturday—8AM & 4:30PM (vigil); Sunday—
8AM, NEW 9:30AM, 11AM and 7PM; Weekdays: Mon—Fri 7AM
(8AM on holidays)

Rectory Office Hours (during pandemic):
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 10AM—4PM;
Thursday, Saturday & Sunday—Closed



