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Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Parish’s Celebration of Black Catholic History Month 2021

Black History is Everyone’s History—A Shared American Story

H O L Y C O M F O R T E R - S AI N T C Y P R I AN R O M AN C AT H O L I C C H U R C H

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Readings This Weekend:
Lv 13:1-2, 44-46
1 Cor 10:31—11:1
Readings Next Weekend:
Genesis 9:8-15
1 Peter 3:18-22

Mark 1:40-45

Mark 1:12-15

We are the leper in today’s gospel, admit it! Notice first the
Portrait that is Presented. Sin is like leprosy. It
disfigures, deteriorates and distances us. It is ugly. But
next, note the Prayerfulness that is Portrayed. When
you’ve got sin you can either run from God or run to him. It
is obvious what we should do. Follow the example of the
leper, go to Jesus and kneel and pray. Notice the Pity that
is Powerful. When the text says Jesus showed pity it is
not like we use the term today. Pity is rooted in the word for
family love. Jesus sees a brother who is wounded and
reaches out to help him. Now see the Presentation that is
Prescribed: “Go show yourself to the priest”, says Jesus.
Jesus wants to heal him, but through another. Do you see
confession here? Jesus forgives your sins but he wants to
do it through others as well, in this case the priest. Jesus
could have healed him directly but he chose the priest. Pay
attention here Church. Many ridicule confession to the
priest, but here Jesus prescribes the priest. Finally, note
the Praise that is Proclaimed. Don’t forget to testify what
the Lord has done for you!
Mass Intentions For The Week

Sunday, February 14 Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00am
Deon Rush (birthday Feb. 13 th)
9:30am
For the People
11:00am
For the intentions of Marlene Whitlock
7:00pm
Virginia Rosado (birthday)
Monday, February 15 President’s Day
8:00am
Marlene Moses-Alston †
Tuesday, February 16
7:00am
Darryl Graham (birthday)
Wednesday, February 17 Ash Wednesday
7:00am
Ruby Davis-Clark †
10:00am
Chris Boehmler (birthday)
7:00pm
John Nelson †
Thursday, February 18
7:00am
For the intentions of Deborah Mathis
Friday, February 19
7:00am
Fannie Tucker Rather †
Saturday, February 20
8:00am
Roy Johnson †
4:30pm
For the intentions of Janie Hawkins

MASS INTENTIONS: It is a spiritual work of mercy to
pray for others, both living and deceased. To offer a Mass
in memory of a friend or family, call 202-546-1885. The
customary stipend is $5 per intention.
Daily Readings
Monday:
Genesis 4:1-15, 25
Mark 8:11-13
Tuesday:
Genesis 6:5-8, 7:1-5, 10
Mark 8:14-21
Wednesday: Joel 2:12-18
2 Cor 5:20-6:2
Mt 6:1-6, 16-18
Thursday:
Dt 30:15-20
Luke 9:22-25
Friday:
Isaiah 58:1-9
Matthew 9:14-15
Saturday:
Isaiah 58:9-14
Luke 5:27-32
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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2021 ANNUAL APPEAL IS HERE!
The theme, Seeking Christ reminds
us in this time of hardship and need
that Christ is the one, true source of
the healing, unity, and love that we
all seek. Through our collective support of the Annual
Appeal, we strengthen the Body of Christ that is our local
Church, and we sustain her many charitable works that
serve the spiritual and other needs of those within and
beyond our parish boundaries. Parishioners will be asked
to make a commitment to the 2021 Annual Appeal the
weekend of Feb. 13-14. Learn more about the Annual
Appeal at appeal.adw.org or pick up a brochure in the
rear of the church. If you receive information at home,
please be sure to complete your form and mail in with your
donation or pledge. Thank you for your generosity.
COMMUNICATIONS AT HCSC: Visit our parish website
(hcscchurch.org) for updates from the Pastor and on
the parish during this pandemic.
Subscribe to Flocknote by texting HCSC to
84576 or visit https://hcscchurch.flocknote.com/
to receive emails with updates from the parish
such as bulletins, recorded Mass links and homily notes.
It’s FREE and easy!
Download MyParishApp onto your mobile device to
stay in touch with what’s happening at our
parish. Visit your app store (available for android &
Apple phones). Turn on your notifications after you
download so you can receive updates and information.
HCSC is also on social media (Facebook, Instagram,
Twitter and YouTube). Make sure you stay in touch!
Mass Attendance February 7, 2021
4:30pm
8:00am
9:30am
11:00am
7:00pm
Total:

41
22
24
65
24
176

THIS WEEK AT THE PARISH
Monday (2/15)
RECTORY CLOSED
8:00pm YAM Bible Study Zoom

Friday (2/19)
6:00pm Holy Hour (confessions)
7:00pm Stations of the Cross

ASH Wednesday (2/17)
10:00am Mass
7:00pm Mass

ELECTRONIC TITHING (e-giving): Join others at Holy
Comforter-Saint Cyprian in electronic tithing though Faith
Direct. Your offertory is automatically deducted and
can be easily changed with a phone call or email. Visit
faith.direct/DC59 or pick up brochure in rear of church.
Our Mission Statement:
Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Roman Catholic Church,
empowered by the Holy Spirit, exists to evangelize and to
uphold Christian values by promoting the teachings of the
Church in Word, Sacrament and Witness.
Our Vision Statement:
A welcoming, embracing and joyful faith family richly
rooted in the community today, tomorrow and forever.

S I X T H S U N D AY I N O R D I N AR Y T I M E

PARISH LIFE
RECTORY CLOSED—Mon., Feb. 15th in observance
of Presidents’ Day. Morning Mass is at 8AM.

What Are You Doing For Lent?
ASH WEDNESDAY is February 17th and begins
the Season of Lent. Ashes will be distributed
during 7AM, 10AM, and 7PM Masses. It is also a
day of fasting and abstinence. Come and begin
your preparations for Lent.
God created us for relationship
with Him and one another. During
Lent, we invite you to renew your
relationship with the Lord through the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. Starting Wed., Feb. 24th, HCSC will be
open to hear confessions 6:30—7:15PM.
VIRTUAL LENTEN BIBLE STUDY: Our theme for this
year's Lenten Bible Study is "God Put A Rainbow In the
Sky." The rainbow was God's sign that he had
delivered Noah and his family from the flood. We will study
biblical stories of deliverance and seek to build trust in God
and a vigorous hope for his on-going deliverance. Virtual
Zoom sessions will be held on Wednesdays at 7:15pm,
(Feb. 24, March 3rd, 10th, 17th and 24th). To receive Zoom
link: subscribe on Flocknote at hcscchurch.flocknote.com.

During the month of February we
celebrate Black History Month in the
United States. This annual dedication
offers all of us time to reflect upon not
only one culture, but our entire
nation’s history. Join us this month as
we provide information, links, webinars and other resources
to learn about the contributions of the black community in
our nation and in our world. Black history is everyone’s
history. In the words of Cardinal Gregory: “… learn our
shared American story.” We invite everyone to journey
and learn. See the enclosed flyer and visit our website.

HCSC Young Adult Ministry
YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY meets
Mondays at 8PM via Zoom. Join other
young adults with Msgr. Pope in the
discussion of scripture. To receive the
ZOOM link: subscribe to the YAM Bible
Study on Flocknote at hcscchurch.flocknote.com. We
are currently studying EPHESIANS.
HCSC YEAR-END CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS are
prepared only upon request. Statements will not be
automatically mailed. Contact the rectory at 202-546-1885
or hcscstaff@hcscchurch.org to request your statement to
be either emailed, mailed, or pick-up from rectory.

FREE COPIES OF THE WORD AMONG US: To
encourage parishioners to read the Word of God daily
during Lent, free copies of THE WORD AMONG US
are available in the rear of the church. Limited supply.
HOLY HOUR and STATIONS OF THE CROSS are
held throughout Lent every Friday in the church with
Holy Hour at 6PM followed by Stations of the
Cross at 7pm. On Friday, Feb. 19th the stations will
be led by the Knights of Columbus. Come and join
us as we walk with Jesus in his journey to Calvary.
This Lent, join Matthew Kelly and the
Dynamic Catholic team for BEST LENT
EVER - a free series of emails and video
reflections that will help you to discover or
rediscover
God
through
prayer.
Visit BestLentEver.com to sign-up. A limited quantity
of accompanying journals are available at the back of
the church.
HCSC is assisting the Oblate Sisters of
Providence as they host a CANNED FOOD
DRIVE from Feb. 3rd—March 3rd for
Catholic Sisters Week in March. Donations
will be given to local charities in the
community focusing on children and teens. We are
asking for specific types of canned goods. Pick up a
flyer in the rear of the church or visit our website for
details. Bring donations to church or rectory.
WOMEN’S LENTEN DAY OF REFLECTION—Feb. 27th,
9AM—1PM, join Msgr. Pope and other guest speakers
for a bible study on the women of the bible. Visit website
for details and registration. The event is free and you can
join us in person in the sanctuary or via Zoom. See the
flyer for more details and to register or visit our website.

Local health guidelines allow us to celebrate a public mass
in the sanctuary for up to 170 people in attendance.
Our public mass schedule is: Saturday—8AM and 4:30PM
(vigil); Sunday—8AM, 9:30AM, 11AM & 7PM, and daily
mass (Monday—Friday) at 7AM in the sanctuary.
Following are some of the protocols that we follow at each
Mass for your safety:
 To enter the sanctuary, use only the middle front doors and the
handicap ramp.
 To allow for social distancing some pews have been roped off.
 Attendees must social distance themselves and wear a facial
mask or covering. Hand sanitizer is available.
 Protocols are in place for safe reception of Holy Communion.
We are prudent and cautious because we care for you and
your family’s safety and well-being. Visit our website for
more details on pandemic protocols. Our church sanctuary
is open daily for private prayer from 8AM—8PM.
Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Roman Catholic Church
1357 East Capitol Street, SE, WDC 20003
202-546-1885  www.hcscchurch.org
Rev. Msgr. Charles Pope, Pastor (www.msgrpope.com)

For information on membership, sacraments and funerals contact
the rectory staff at hcscstaff@hcscchurch.org or 202-546-1885.
Mass Hours:
Saturday—8AM & 4:30PM (vigil); Sunday—
8AM, 9:30AM, 11AM and 7PM; Weekdays: Mon—Fri 7AM (8AM
on holidays)
Rectory Office Hours (during pandemic):
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 10AM—4PM;
Thursday, Saturday & Sunday—Closed
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Holy Comforter—Saint Cyprian Parish’s Celebration of Black Catholic History Month 2021

Black History is Everyone’s History—A Shared American Story
Since 1926, February has been celebrated as Black History Month in the United States and we
invite you to journey with us as we celebrate the inspirational history and culture of the African-American.
Our very own parish has a rich history in the black Catholic culture (hence the name
Holy Comforter—Saint Cyprian) dating back to 1893 when the parish of Saint Cyprian was built
for black Catholics who deeply desired to worship and celebrate the Eucharist in a sacred space
for which they were allowed to worship freely. Although it sounds like a sad and shameful story of
oppression, consider the inspirational perseverance of God’s people to seek him out even in the
midst of rejection and painful racism. This is a story of God’s grace and mercy and our shared
history. If you don’t know the story, here is a condensed version.

Holy Comforter—Saint Cyprian Parish is the result of the merging of two parishes in
1966. However, the roots of the parish go farther back. During the 1880s, black Catholics who
worshipped on Capitol Hill at St. Peter's Church were segregated from the white members of the
congregation. They sat in the back of the church, use different doors, were not married at the
main altar and eventually excluded from the main sanctuary. In 1887, Father James Matthews
came to St. Peter's as the assistant pastor. After witnessing the treatment of black Catholics, he
worked diligently to create a black Catholic parish. On March 12, 1893, after continuous efforts by
the black Catholics and the perseverance of Father Mathews, the Archdiocese formally
organized Saint Cyprian of Carthage Parish. On April 18 th the group of black Catholics purchased
a tract of land at the corner of 13th & C Streets, S.E. and broke ground for a new church on
July 31st. The cornerstone was laid on September 24th and Saint Cyprian Catholic Church opened
on June 2, 1894. The school, initially located at 310—8th Street, S.E., started as Saint Ann's
Academy and was staffed by the Oblate Sisters of Providence (an order of black Catholic nuns
from Baltimore). Both school and church thrived from the very beginning. The church had 1500
members in the first year, and became the center of spiritual, social and recreational life of the
large Catholic black community in the Capitol Hill area. The founding Father (later Monsignor)
James Matthew served the parish of Saint Cyprian for 41 years from 1893 to 1934.
After World War II, when Washington became an independent Archdiocese that was no longer
part of Baltimore and with the gradual emergence of the civil rights movement; public school
desegregation and the movement of many persons from Washington to the Maryland and Virginia
suburbs, Holy Comforter parish began to loose many members. At the same time, Saint Cyprian
continued to grow and became a vibrant neighborhood parish. In June of 1966, the Archbishop of
Washington, The Most Rev. Patrick A. O’Boyle, after some consultation with both pastors,
announced that the parishes would be merged into one parish, with the larger and newer church
at 14th and East Capitol Streets being the site of the merged congregations. Unfortunately, the
buildings for Saint Cyprian were badly in need of repair and the parish needed
additional space. Needless to say, the members of St. Cyprian were saddened beyond
description at the loss of the buildings that meant so much to them in terms of history and
allegiance; but their firm faith held them together, and they became the majority members of the
merged church. The parish schools had already merged a year earlier, and the Sisters of
St. Joseph (who served at the Holy Comforter School) left as the Oblate Sisters took over the
direction of the merged schools. Those who remained from Holy Comforter and those who came
from Saint Cyprian worshipped together as one under the body of Christ.
In the almost 55 years as Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Parish, a large, vibrant, and active church
family has evolved, making all feel welcome in the parish.

BLACK

CATHOLIC
VOICES
Celebrate Black History Month by checking out
our Black Catholic Voices series produced by the
Catholic Standard! In videotaped interviews, local
Black Catholics reflect on their journey of faith,
share their insights on combating racism, and
affirm what gives them hope for the future.

VISIT LINK AT: https://cathstan.org/content/filter/feed/
all/931. Also available on our website:www.hcscchurch.org.
A collaboration between the Catholic Standard, Office of
Communications, and the Office of Cultural Diversity and Outreach.

Women's Retreat
FEBRUARY 27, 2021
HOLY COMFORTER-SAINT CYPRIAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Take time this Lent to encounter Christ in prayer, the sacraments, and
guided meditations on the holy women who walked in the desert before us.

Please RSVP at www.hcscchurch.org.
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View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

Our Deceased Members
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