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Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
Readings This Weekend:
Daniel 7:13-14
Revelation 1:5-8
Readings Next Weekend:
Jer 33:14-16
1 Thes 3:12—4:2

John 18:33-37
Luke 21:25-28, 34-36

There is a crucial question that Jesus asks in today’s
Gospel. Pontius Pilate begins by asking, “Are you a king?”
and Jesus responds with the crucial question: “Are you
saying this on your own or have others been telling you
about me?” This question is essential for us to answer. It is
possible for us who say we believe merely to quote
slogans, Bible passages, and things we have heard others
say, but to be lacking in our own personal conviction. It’s
like pulling up to a parking meter and seeing that money is
left over in the meter from a previous car. You end up
parking on someone else’s dime. But at some point it is
necessary for us to be able to say on our own that “Jesus is
Lord and King.” We cannot simply say what others have
said. We have to say it and mean it for ourselves. There is
an old gospel song that says: “Yes, I know Jesus for
myself.” Do you? Are you saying this on your own or is it
merely that others have been telling you about him?

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
Sunday, November 21 Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
8:00am Forrester Barclay (B’day 11/22)
9:30am Felicia Miller (B’day 11/22)
11:00am William J. Donnelly (B’day)
7:00pm Deacon Ralph Cyrus (B’day 11/23)
Monday, November 22 Saint Cecilia, Virgin and Martyr
7:00am ALL SOULS
Tuesday, November 23 St Clement I, Pope&Martyr; St. Columban, Abbot
7:00am Dwayne & Marcia Holton (18 th Wedding Anniv.)
Wednesday, November 24 St.Andrew Dung-Lac, Priest, & Companions
7:00am ALL SOULS
Thursday, November 25 St. Catherine of Alexandria, Virgin & Martyr
7:00am Gwendolyn B. Colston (B’day)
Friday, November 26
7:00am ALL SOULS
Saturday, November 27
8:00am Deceased Cole, Greene & Hill Families 
4:30pm Mable Thompson 

MASS INTENTIONS: It is a spiritual work of
mercy to pray for others, both living and
deceased. To offer a Mass in memory of a friend
or family, call 202-546-1885. The customary
stipend is $10 per intention.

DAILY READINGS
Monday
Daniel 1:1-6,8-20
Tuesday
Daniel 2:31-45
Wednesday Daniel 5:1-6,13-14,16-17,23-28
Thursday Daniel 6:12-28
Friday
Daniel 7:2-14
Saturday Daniel 7:15-27
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Luke 21:1-4
Luke 21:5 -11
Luke 21:12-19
Luke 21:20-28
Luke 21:29 -33
Luke 21:34-36
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Stay Connected

Visit our parish website (hcscchurch.org) for updates from
the pastor and events in the parish. Here are other ways to
stay in touch:
Subscribe to Flocknote by texting “HCSC” to 84576 or
visit https://hcscchurch.flocknote.com/ to receive emails
with updates from the parish such as bulletins, recorded
mass links, and homily notes. It’s FREE and easy!
Download the MyParishApp onto your mobile device to
stay in touch with what’s happening at our parish. To get
the app: visit your app store (available for Android & Apple
phones). Turn on your notifications after you download so
you can receive updates and information.
And, follow us on social media (Facebook, Instagram,
Twitter and YouTube). Make sure you stay connected!
Congratulations to Alexander Owen Morris who
was Baptized into the family of the Sacrificial Lamb, Jesus
Christ, on November 14th. May God bless him in his
journey of faith with the help of his parents.
Mass Attendance—November 13-14, 2021
4:30pm (Vigil) 35
8:00am
78
9:30am
33
11:00am
160
7:00pm
72
Total:
378

eGiving or electronic tithing is a great
stewardship habit – it streamlines your
giving and lets you do even more to
help Holy Comforter-St. Cyprian grow
our ministries that share the Good News. You can sign up
from your computer, smartphone or tablet, and set up a
recurring donation or make a one-time gift. It’s FREE,
EASY, and CONVENIENT, as your money will be
automatically deducted each month for you. Sign up at
faithdirect.net using our church code DC59, or pick up an
enrollment form in the rear of the church. Questions?
Contact Kim Peaks at pam@hcscchurch.org or
(202) 546-1885. Thank you for your continued support of
our parish community.

THIS WEEK AT THE PARISH
Monday (11/22)
7:30pm YAM Bible Study

Thursday (11/25) Thanksgiving Day
8:00am Morning Mass

Tuesday (11/23)
6:00pm Knights of Columbus Mtg

Friday (11/26) Rectory Closed
6:00pm Confessions / Holy Hour

Wednesday (11/24)
7:00pm Mass of Thanksgiving

Saturday (11/27)
11:00am St. Peter Claver Mtg

Our Mission Statement:
Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Roman Catholic Church,
empowered by the Holy Spirit, exists to evangelize and to
uphold Christian values by promoting the teachings of the
Church in Word, Sacrament and Witness.
Our Vision Statement:
A welcoming, embracing and joyful faith family richly
rooted in the community today, tomorrow and forever.

THE SOLEM NITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE

Parish Life
As we celebrate the Thanksgiving
holiday and welcome the season of
Advent (begins Sun., Nov. 28th), We
invite you to come together in prayer
and gratitude on Wed., Nov. 24th at
7:00pm
for
a
Mass
of
Thanksgiving. On Thurs., Nov. 25th,
morning Mass is celebrated at 8:00am.
THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY CLOSINGS AT THE PARISH



Rectory Office—closed on Thurs., Nov. 25th &
Fri., Nov. 26th
Sunday School—will not meet Sunday, Nov. 28th.
Classes will resume Sunday, Dec., 5th.

Have A Blessed Thanksgiving Holiday!
PRAYERS FOR THE DEAD: One of the
spiritual works of mercy is to pray for the
dead. November is the Church’s traditional month to pray
for our deceased family and friends. Mass will be
celebrated every other day for the Poor Souls. To include
your relatives and friends, list names on the All Souls
Day envelope (included with tithing envelopes or in rear of
church) and drop in the collection or the rectory office. A
donation is not needed to submit names but is appreciated.
The envelopes are placed on the altar throughout
November. FAITH DIRECT: If you tithe via Faith Direct, email
names to hcscstaff@hcscchurch.org or call (202) 546-1885.

Black Catholic History Month 2021
In July 1990, the National Black Catholic Clergy Caucus of
the U.S. designated November as Black Catholic History
Month to celebrate the long history and proud heritage of
Black Catholics. This month provides opportunities to learn
and share the whole history and rich heritage of Christian
Catholicism. Stay tuned for upcoming events:
COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN-ADW presents Rawn
Harbor on Sun., Nov. 21st at 3:30-4:30pm. Mr. Harbor is
the composer of “Psalms of the Souls” (OCP). This is a
presentation on the history & development of Black
Catholic Liturgical Music in the years 1964-80. Registration
link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/19899124177.

UPDATE: Beginning Nov. 22nd, D.C. will lift its indoor
mask mandate policies. Please see the bulletin for
changes to our mask policies at the parish. In the
meantime, we will still have the following in place:
 To allow for some social distancing, every other pew
will remain roped-off until further notice.
 Automatic hand sanitizing units are available at doors.
 Wearing of masks and sanitizing of hands by minister’s
will remain in place for safe reception of Holy
Communion.
We kindly ask everyone to be respectful of each other as
we continue to navigate these changing policies.

WINTER COAT DRIVE: Join with the
Knights of Columbus St. Cyprian Council
for a coat drive to benefit Catholic
Charities DC. Donate your new or clean,
gently used coats from November 21 to December 12.
Drop off your coats in the barrel in the rear of the
church NO LATER THAN December 12th. If you are in
need or know of someone who needs a coat, contact the
rectory office at (202) 546-1885 for details.
YOUTH CHRISTMAS PAGEANT: The Youth
Ministry is looking for youth actors for our
Annual Youth Christmas Pageant held on
Christmas Eve (12/24) at the 6:00pm Family
Mass. Youth of all ages are welcome! We also need
adults to help with costumes, set design, and logistics.
Contact Nicki Gebrehiwot at youthdirector@hcscchurch.org.
ANNUAL HOLIDAY GIFT SALE: Holiday
cards and small gift items for the benefit of the
Oblate Sisters of Providence (OSP) will be
on sale in the vestibule beginning Nov. 21st on
Sundays after the 8am, 9:30am and 11am
masses. Questions? Call Bertha Colbert (301) 567-9786.

HCSC Pilgrimage to the HOLY LAND!
Join with Msgr. Pope and other HCSC
pilgrims as they travel the Holy Land
for a 10-day pilgrimage, Nov. 8—17,
2022. Tourists are now able to enter
Israel (subject to several health
criteria). Pick up a flyer in rear of church
or visit: hcscchurch.org for details.

HCSC YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY
OUR YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY
meets Mondays at 7:30pm in the rectory
basement, preceded by a short social at
7:00pm. Gather with young adults and
Msgr. Pope in the discussion of scripture.
Subscribe to the YAM Bible Study on
Flocknote at hcscchurch.flocknote.com to receive the
RSVP and schedule. Questions? Call (202) 546-1885.
Join Msgr. Pope for Wednesday Evening
Bible Study via Zoom at 7:15pm. To
receive the Zoom link via email, subscribe
to Wednesday Night Bible Study on
Flocknote at hcscchurch.flocknote.com. We are studying
the BOOK OF DANIEL. SCHEDULE CHANGE: Bible
Study will not be held on Nov. 24th or Dec. 1st.
Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Roman Catholic Church
1357 East Capitol Street, SE, WDC 20003
(202) 546-1885  www.hcscchurch.org
Rev. Msgr. Charles Pope, Pastor (www.msgrpope.com)

For information on membership, sacraments and funerals contact
rectory staff at hcscstaff@hcscchurch.org or (202) 546-1885.
Mass Times: Saturday
8am & 4:30pm (vigil);
Sunday
8am, 9:30am 11am and 7pm;
Weekdays
Mon—Fri: 7am (8am on holidays)
Rectory Office Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday: 10am—6pm
Thursday, Saturday & Sunday: Closed
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

HOLY COMFORTER-SAINT CYPRIAN
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
1357 East Capitol Street, Southeast
Washington, District of Columbia 20003
202.546.1885  www.hcscchurch.org

November 21, 2021
Dear Parishioners,
As many of you likely know, Mayor Muriel Bowser is lifting the mask mandate for indoor
gatherings on Monday, November 22nd. At the same time, Montgomery County is reinstating a mask
mandate.
This presents us with a changing state of affairs that causes many to feel unsettled and anxious.
Some among us are glad to see the mandates end while others among us see our gatherings at Mass
as less safe without the mandate. At this time we have received no guidelines from the Archdiocese
other than the general norm that we should follow the law of the jurisdiction in which the parish
resides.
In situations like these it is important to listen to one another and show mutual charity. There is
space enough in our parish setting to make room for one another. One option is to designate a
specific Mass where we request that masks be worn by all present. In the meantime, we will continue
the practice of blocking every other pew so as to increase social distancing which may help with
this situation. We can explore other options as well, but no decision has been made as of now.
I ask your patience and prayer as we consider what best to do. The goal is to offer Holy Mass in
such a way that all feel comfortable and safe. If we do choose to set aside a Mass where we ask all
to wear masks, I ask your understanding and cooperation. Some have only recently returned to Mass
and have elevated concerns about safety for any number of reasons. We don’t want to lose them
again so quickly. If a Mass is designated for masks, we will certainly be willing to supply masks to
those who did not bring one.
In the next few days we will further consult and let you know by Flocknote and our website what
decisions are made about a designated Mass or some other option.
Please know of my love and concern for all of you and of my strong desire to be sure that Holy Mass
and the reception of the Holy Eucharist is best available to all. May God be praised and may his
Charity remain in us all.
Thank you.

Rev. Msgr. Charles Pope
Pastor

Join the Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Women’s Ministry on a Spirit Filled Retreat

Friday, April 29—Sunday, May 2, 2022

“I Rise”
Covid-19

Schools Closed

Unemployment

Church Closed

Overdue Bills

Claggett Center
3035 Buckeystown Pike, Adamstown, MD 21710

Reverend Dr. Thomasina M. Portis, Retreat Facilitator
Total Cost: $370.00
Non-Refundable deposit of $70 due as soon as possible for
planning purposes
Final Payment due by April 1, 2022
Price includes Private Room, Transportation, Meals & Spiritual Enrichments
For more information, contact
Laura Stanton (301) 326-9467
Miriam Townsend-Edelen (301) 219-7986
Shirley Austin (202) 368-7231
Robin Brooks (202) 271-2940
Wanda Ross (301) 523-1017
Linda Simpson (301) 735-6432

Reverend Dr. Thomasina M. Portis
Reverend Dr. Thomasina M. Portis is an internationally renowned Musician, Preacher, Educator, and Lecturer.
She is the founding pastor of Renaissance Christian Tabernacle and Ministries in Washington, DC. Dr. Portis is
among the first African American internationally recognized lecturers in Character Education and
Multiculturalism. She also has been appointed as an Ambassador-At-Large to the United Nations Economic and
Social Council. A fifth-generation educator, Dr. Portis served as an administrator in the District of Columbia
Public School System, served as a superintendent, and was appointed a trustee of a parochial school district in
Prince Georges County, Maryland. She is an internationally accredited Chaplain and Christian Counselor and
remains active in social and civil rights matters.
Dr. Portis has made many contributions to music. She has written a training manual for the voice,
commissioned by Mrs. Grace Bradford, past Supervisor of Music for DC Public Schools. She has performed
many national and International vocal concerts to fund community service projects for the elderly and indigent,
and to send more than 1000 inner-city students to Historically Black Colleges and Universities. As a Minister
of Music, she has given numerous national lectures and held workshops in the many facets of Church music
ministry. She also has conducted musical productions at the Kennedy Center, The Ford’s Theater, Constitution
Hall in Washington, DC, and at National Music and Christian Conferences.
Her other contributions include National Community Service projects at the invitation of two US Presidents,
curriculum development in HIV/Aids for the Granada Minister of Education, programs in Integrated
Academic/Character Education for the US Juvenile Justice System, a summer jobs program for college students,
philanthropy projects to raise funds for operations for sick children from Ghana, and serving as Chair/President
of Sisters by Choice, residential facility for emancipated mothers ages 14 through 21 in San Diego, CA. She
was the first African-American woman to chair “Learning for Life,” the educational component of the Boy
Scouts of America.
She has published several works in the field of education and Christianity. They are: “The Required
Reformation for the 21st Century School;” “GOD THE TRIUNE: Growing in the Holy Spirit;” “THE HABIT
OF ACTION: Fulfilling the Great Commission;” and “WOMEN OF FAITH: Strengthening Their Spirit;
Strengthening Their Ministry.”
Dr. Portis has given many presentations, among which are being the Bacculaureate Speaker at Brandeis
University in Waltham, Massachusetts, a guest lecturer at Brigham Young University in Provo, Utah, and a
lecturer at the International Character Education Conferences in South Korea and Germany, as well as The
White House Conference on Children and Youth, The National Education Conferences for American Teachers,
The National Conference for Guidance and Counseling, the Music Educators National Conference, the 100
Black Women organization, and more than 900 US school districts. She has also been a guest plenary speaker at
state and national Christian Conferences.
She is eternally grateful to her wonderful three children whom she loves deeply; Verenander III (Denise),
Vernard (Cynthia) Portis and the late Tamarinice Portis (Anthony) Williams. Her beautiful grandchildren add
to her legacy.
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