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Ascension Sunday
Readings This Weekend:
Acts 1:1-11
Hebrews 9:24-28; 10:19-23 Luke 24:46-53
Readings Next Weekend:
Acts 2:1-11
1 Cor 12:3-7, 12-13 John 14:15-16, 23-26

On today’s Feast of the Ascension
we acknowledge that the Lord has
gone to heaven for us. He has
gone there not to abandon us but
to prepare a place for us (John
14:2). He has also gone to take his
place at the Father’s right hand
where he can intercede for us
(John 14:12, Heb 7:5). Yet, He also
goes to send us the Holy Spirit (John 14:25; 16:7). A final
purpose of his going is stated in John 12:32, “And I, if I be
lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.” This is
of special note to us who prepare to evangelize more
intentionally. The Lord wants to draw all people to himself. But
how will he do this? You may have guessed it has something to do
with you! The Lord says in Acts 1:8, “But you shall receive power
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the
end of the earth.” Who do you suppose the “you” refers to here if
not you? As the Lord ascended into heaven an angel spoke
to the apostles (and to us). “And while they were gazing
into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in
white robes, and said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand
looking into heaven?’” (Acts 1:10) And so, while it is good
for us to look to heaven each Sunday it is also important to
remember that the Lord has an evangelizing work for us to
do. Are you ready?
FUNERAL:

Geneva Cain (June 1st )
MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday, May 29 Asc ens ion o f th e L o rd
8:00am For those poor souls lost to violence & hatred
9:30am William R. Jeffcoat
11:00am Cora Campbell 
7:00pm Anthony Jackson 
Monday, May 30 Memorial Day
7:00am For those lives lost through war and civil conflict
Tuesday, May 31 Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
7:00am Intentions of Robin Brooks
Wednesday, June 1 St. Justin, Martyr
7:00am Intentions of Deacon Ronald Ealey
Thursday, June 2 St. Marcellinus and Peter, Martyrs
7:00am Intentions of Msgr. Eddie Tolentino
Friday, June 3 St. Charles Lwanga and Companions, Martyrs
7:00am Vernelle Howard
Saturday, June 4
8:00am Benjemen and Rose Akpati 
4:30pm For the People

Daily Readings for the Week
Monday:
Acts 19:1-8
John 16:29-33
Tuesday:
Acts 20:17-27
John 17:1-11
Wednesday: Acts 20:28-38
John 17:11-19
Thursday:
Acts 22:30, 23:6-11
John 17:20-26
Friday:
Acts 25:13-21
John 21:15-19
Saturday:
Acts 28:16-20, 30-31
John 21:20-25
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FAITH DIRECT (Electronic Tithing): We
offer electronic tithing through Faith Direct.
Here are 3 ways to get info and register:
1. Scan the QR code below and follow instructions.
2. Pick up a brochure in the rear of the church.
3. Or, go online to faith.direct/DC59 and register.
This tithing service is FREE. Your tithes
are automatically deducted twice a month
from your bank account or credit card.
And, you can change your deduction with
an email or call. Questions? Contact Kim
Peaks (pam@hcscchurch.org or 202-5461885). Thank you for your support.

Stay Connected





Visit our parish website (hcscchurch.org) for news.
Subscribe to Flocknote by texting “HCSC” to 84576
or visit https://hcscchurch.flocknote.com/ to receive
emails with updates from the parish such as bulletins,
and homily notes. It’s FREE and easy!
Download the MyParishApp onto your mobile device.

Mass Attendance

Sixth Sunday of Easter - May 22, 2022
4:30pm
8:00am
9:30am
11:00am
7:00pm
Total:

35
56
46
123
68
328

THIS WEEK AT THE PARISH
Monday (5/30)Memorial Day
RECTORY OFFICE CLOSED
Wednesday (6/1)
7:15pm Adult Bible Study (Zoom)

Friday (6/3)
6:00pm Holy Hour
7:00pm Cook-out on the plaza
Saturday (6/4)
9:00am Holy Name Society
2:00pm HCSC Family Day

OUR CHURCH SANCTUARY IS OPEN FROM
8AM—8PM every day for you to come in for
private prayer. Consider spending quiet,
personal time in the presence of our Lord and
pray for healing, strength, courage and for each
other as we face many challenges and struggles
throughout our daily lives. All are welcome.
Our Mission Statement:
Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Roman Catholic Church,
empowered by the Holy Spirit, exists to evangelize and to
uphold Christian values by promoting the teachings of the
Church in Word, Sacrament and Witness.
Our Vision Statement:
A welcoming, embracing and joyful faith family richly
rooted in the community today, tomorrow and forever.

As c e n s i o n S u n d a y

Parish Life
MAY 30th MEMORIAL DAY SCHEDULE
Morning Mass at 8:00am
RECTORY OFFICE CLOSED
MEMORIAL DAY PRAYER:
God of power and mercy, you
destroy war and put down
earthly pride. Banish violence
from our midst and wipe away
our tears, that we may all
deserve to be called your sons
and daughters. Keep in your
mercy those men and women who have died in the cause
of freedom and bring them safely into your kingdom of
justice and peace. We ask this though Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen (USCCB prayer for Memorial Day)
MEMORIAL DAY OUTDOOR MASS AT CATHOLIC
CEMETERIES: On Mon., May 30th at 10AM, come offer a
spiritual work of mercy and pray in loving memory of family,
friends, and fellow citizens who have given their lives for
our freedom and now experience their destiny in the love of
Christ. A special outdoor Mass will be held on the sacred
ground of Catholic cemeteries of the Archdiocese of
Washington: Join Msgr. Charles Pope at Mount Olivet
(WDC). Other cemeteries that will also celebrate mass:
All Souls Cemetery (Germantown, MD); Gate of Heaven
(Silver Spring, MD); and Resurrection (Clinton, MD), St.
Mary’s Queen of Peace (Mechanicsville, MD).
PENTECOST is Sunday, June 5th: On this
day we pray, “Come, Holy Spirit, fill the
hearts of Thy faithful, and enkindle in them
the fire of Thy love.” Please invite family and
friends to come share this holy day. You are
invited to wear RED in celebration of this
Feast Day of the Holy Spirit.
HCSC FEAST DAY FAMILY
WEEKEND: Join us on June 35, 2022 for a weekend of fun
activities, food and fellowship as
we celebrate our Feast Day
(Solemnity of Pentecost). We are
blessed to be a combined parish
of Holy Comforter and Saint
Cyprian so we celebrate the feast day of the Holy Comforter (or Holy Spirit) on Pentecost. VOLUNTEERS ARE
NEEDED! Contact the rectory at 202-546-1885 or
hcscstaff@hcscchurch.org if you can help on any days.
See the flyer for the details and celebrate with us!
THE HCSC SODALITY OF THE BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY will celebrate together at
the 11:00am Mass on June 5th. They will
induct new members. If you are interested in
Sodality and our future meetings, please
contact
Sharon
Lewis
at
202-253-2580 or sharon1306@aol.com. To
Jesus through Mary.

HCSC YOUTH MINISTRY

Nicki Gebrehiwot, Director of Youth Ministry
youthdirector@hcscchurch.org  202.330.8302

SAVE
THE
DATE:
GRADUATE
RECOGNITION: As we do every year, our
parish
would like to honor our HCSC
students and parishioners who are
graduating from middle school, high school and college.
Graduate Recognition will occur at the 11am Mass on
Sunday, June 26th. See flyer in rear of church or visit our
website to submit your graduate information.
THE WORD AMONG US: JUNE 2022 issues are
available in the usher store and rectory office. Cost: $2
each. This publication is designed to help Catholics
find genuine renewal and refreshment by offering
meditations based on the daily Mass readings. Ask an
usher or stop by the rectory office. Limited supply!
Join Msgr. Pope (via Zoom) for
Wednesday Evening Bible Study at
7:15pm. Sign up to receive the
weekly Zoom link and information at
hcscchurch.flocknote.com. Call the rectory office for
more details if you are new to the bible study.

HCSC YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY
YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY meets
in-person on Mondays at 7:30pm in the
rectory basement, preceded by a short
social at 7:00pm. To receive email
notifications, sign up for Young Adult Bible
Study on hcscchurch.flocknote.com.

As of March 1st, the Mayor has rescinded the indoor mask
mandate. However for those who prefer a Mass with
masks, we have designated the 8:00am Mass on Sundays
as Mask-Only (masks are required for this Mass). Please
note, the following protocols will remain in place:
 To allow for some social distancing, every other pew
will remain roped-off until further notice.
 Automatic hand sanitizing units are available at doors.
 Wearing of masks and sanitizing of hands by minister’s
will remain in place for safe reception of Holy
Communion.
We kindly ask everyone to be respectful of each other as
we continue to navigate these changing policies.
Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Roman Catholic Church
1357 East Capitol Street, SE, WDC 20003
(202) 546-1885  www.hcscchurch.org
Rev. Msgr. Charles Pope, Pastor (www.msgrpope.com)

For information on membership, sacraments and funerals contact
rectory staff at hcscstaff@hcscchurch.org or (202) 546-1885.
Mass Times: Saturday
8am & 4:30pm (vigil);
Sunday
8am, 9:30am, 11am and 7pm;
Weekdays
Mon—Fri: 7am (8am on holidays)
Rectory Office Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday: 10am—6pm
Thursday, Saturday & Sunday: Closed
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

You’re Invited
Family Events!

Friday June 3rd
“COOK—OUT ON THE LAWN”
A fun evening with a cook-out on the front lawn of Holy
Comforter—Saint Cyprian rectory. Come join the
priests, clergy and religious sisters for a fun evening!
7:00pm—8:30pm
(You are also welcome to join us for Holy Hour/Eucharistic
Adoration prior to the cookout at 6:00 in the church.)

Come join the parish of

HOLY COMFORTER—SAINT CYPRIAN
for the weekend of the

Saturday June 4th
“FAMILY DAY”

All are welcome – big and small!
From 2pm -7pm, there will be a variety of activities for
kids and adults, followed by a procession and a festive
dinner!

SOLEMNITY OF PENTECOST
June 3rd—5th

Sunday June 5th
SOLEMNITY OF PENTECOST

Holy Comforter—Saint Cyprian Parish
1357 East Capitol St. S.E.

In celebration of our Feast Day (the Holy Comforter),
join us on the plaza after the 11am Mass for
refreshments and a joy-filled afternoon of fellowship!

For information, contact us at (202) 546-1885 or hcscstaff@hcscchurch.org

A MEMORIAL DAY REFLECTION
What is Honor? Today, I Felt its Weight
(Reprint from Sept. 14, 2014 ‘Community in Mission’ blogpost by Msgr. Charles Pope)

In September of 2014, I celebrated one of the most remarkable funerals of
my 33 years as a priest. With the body present, I sang a Requiem Mass for
a man who died ten years before I was born.

On January 1, 1951, Private First Class Arthur Richardson of A
Company, 1st Battalion, 19th Infantry Regiment, 24th Infantry Division
went north with his platoon into what is now North Korea. The
platoon was overtaken by a much larger group of North Korean soldiers
and he was taken prisoner. This was the last that was heard of Pfc. Arthur
Richardson. It was reported to his wife later that month that he was
missing in action. In 1954, he was declared Killed in Action, though his
body was not recovered and no definitive word had been received about
him. He was posthumously awarded the Purple Heart and the Bronze Star.
It now seems certain that he died in or near a Prisoner of War camp
in Suan since his remains were returned by North Korea in 1994, along
with those of as many as 800 other soldiers from that region. After years
of painstaking work, the U.S. Army was recently able to definitively identify his remains using DNA evidence,
and informed his family.
The family asked me if I would offer the old Latin Requiem Mass for him since this was the only form of
the Mass he had ever known. And so in September of 2014, I had the great privilege of celebrating a Missa
Cantata Requiem Mass.
The burial that followed at Arlington was with full military honors.
Horses pulled the caisson that bore the body of Pfc Richardson and all were
saddled, but the horses on the left had riders while those on the right did
not. Also in the procession was a marching band, a group of about a dozen
riflemen, a bugler, and the honor guard. It was a very moving sight. The
band played “Soul of My Savior,” “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name,”
“God of Our Fathers,” and “America.”
What is honor? The full etymology of the word is debated. But what
seems most likely is that it comes from the Latin word honos,
which, though translated as “honor,” also points to the word “onus,” which
means “weight” or refers to something that is heavy. Hence, to “honor”
someone is to appreciate the weight, significance, or burden of something
he has done. It is to acknowledge that he carried a great burden well, that
he withstood a heavy load, that what he did was weighty, significant.

Our soldiers, police officers, and first responders are deserving of our honor, for they put their lives on
the line so that others can live, be more free, and experience abundance. None of us can fail to appreciate the
burdensome weight that many carry so that we can live well, freely, and comfortably. Freedom is not free; it
is costly. Jesus says, Greater love has no man than he would lay down his life for his friends (Jn 15:13).
War remains controversial (as it should). But soldiers do not create the politics they are sent to address.
They are simply told that there is a danger to be addressed, an injustice to be ended, and so they go. Private
First Class Arthur Richardson went north during the Korean War. He did not return to us. But he carried well
the great weight of being a solider. He also carried the weight of collective human sinfulness (which is what
brings war) and felt its burden keenly. He gave his life.
It was a privilege for me to render honor and prayers for his sacrifice. I did so not only as a priest, but
also as a citizen of the United States. Both Church and State gave due honor to our brother. We recognized the
honos, the onus, the weightiness of his sacrifice and the burden he carried. We rendered thanks to him and
buried him at last in a place of great honor, where the weight of human struggle and honor is visible in the
400,000 white tombstones standing like silent sentinels whispering, “Honor, honor to those who have carried
the burden of our struggles.”
Honorable Private First Class Arthur Richardson (Bronze Star and Purple Heart awardee), rest in peace.

To fallen soldiers let us sing,
Where no rockets fly nor bullets wing,
Our broken brothers let us bring
To the Mansions of the Lord
No more weeping, No more fight,
No prayers pleading through the night,
Just Divine embrace, Eternal light,
In the Mansions of the Lord
Where no mothers cry And no children weep,
We shall stand and guard Though the angels sleep,
Oh, through the ages safely keep
The Mansions of the Lord.
(Song credit: “Mansions of the Lord" from the film ‘We Were Soldiers’, composed by Nick Glennie-Smith)
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