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Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary
Readings This Weekend:
Hab 1:2-3
2 Tm 1:6-8
Readings Next Weekend:
2 Kgs 5:14-17
Tm 2:8-13

Lk 17:5-10
Lk 17:11-19

The reading today gives us Five Facets of Faith. The first is
WALK – The apostles today, convicted at how small their
faith is, ask for an increase of faith. They know they’re
crawling and they ask to walk. Faith is not just something
we have or don’t have, it is something in which we grow.
We begin by crawling but we are asked to grow and
mature. Eventually, we are called to walk and run the race
set before us. The second facet is WAIT – the prophet
Habakkuk cries out for deliverance and is told by God to
wait, for the vision still has its time. But the vindication will
come and it will not disappoint. And so it is for us that we
must learn at times to wait on the Lord and not lose hope
or courage. The next facet is to WITHSTAND – St. Paul
tells Timothy to bear his share of the hardships of the
Gospel with the strength that comes from God. There are
hardships in this life but God gives us strength to
withstand. Next, we must WORK – Jesus speaks rather
bluntly that we are required to work and that we shouldn’t
do so simply for praise and reward, we should do it
because it is expected of the disciple. The final facet is
WIN – We are not just asked to work, withstand, wait and
walk for no reason. We are doing these things so as to win.
God is moving us somewhere and if we faithfully follow
him, glory and victory will be our end.
MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
Sunday, October 2 Respect Life Sunday
8:00am Henrietta Whitaker 
9:30am intentions of David Cornish
11:00am Cora Campbell 
7:00pm For the mothers & babies at risk of abortion
Monday, October 3
7:00am intentions of John Mitchell
Tuesday, October 4 Saint Francis of Assisi
7:00am Jackie Cazares (victim in Uvalde, TX)
Wednesday, October 5 Saint Faustina Kowalska, virgin
7:00am Heyward Patterson (victim in Buffalo, NY)
Thursday, October 6 Saint Bruno, Priest
7:00am For those suffering through natural disasters
Friday, October 7 Our Lady of the Rosary
7:00am intentions of Deacon James P. Flagg (B’day)
Saturday, October 8
8:00am Alice N. Thornton 
4:30pm For the people

MASS INTENTIONS: It is a spiritual work of mercy to
pray for others, both living and deceased. To offer a Mass
in memory of a friend or family, call 202-546-1885. The
customary stipend is $10 per intention.

Daily Readings for the Week

Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

Gal 1:6-12
Gal 1:13-24
Gal 2:1-2
Gal 3:1-5
Gal 3:7-14
Gal 3:22-29

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Lk 10:25-37

Lk 10:38-42

Lk 11:1-4
Lk 11:5-13
Lk 11: 15-26
Lk17:11-19

OCTOBER 2, 2022

FAITH DIRECT (Electronic Tithing): We
offer electronic tithing through Faith Direct.
Here are 3 ways to get info and register:
1. Scan the QR code to the right .
2. Text "Enroll" to 301-478-8900.
3. Go online to faith.direct/DC59 and register.
4. Pick up brochure in rear of the church.
This tithing service is FREE. Your tithes
are automatically deducted twice a
month. Questions? Contact Kim Peaks
(pam@hcscchurch.org or 202-546-1885).

Stay Connected





Visit our parish website (hcscchurch.org) for news.
Subscribe to Flocknote by texting “HCSC” to 84576
or visit https://hcscchurch.flocknote.com/ to receive
emails with updates from the parish such as bulletins,
and homily notes. It’s FREE and easy!
Download the MyParishApp onto your mobile device.
To get the app: visit your app store (Android & Apple
phones). Turn on notifications so you can receive
parish news. And, follow us on social media
(Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and YouTube).

Mass Attendance
September 25, 2022
4:30pm
8:00am
9:30am
11:00am
7:00pm
Total:

36
54
45
140
70
335

THIS WEEK AT THE PARISH
Monday (10/3)
7:00pm Young Adult Bible Study

Friday (10/7)
6:00pm Holy Hour/Confessions

Tuesday (10/4)
6:00pm Youth Choir rehearsal
7:00pm Adult Choir rehearsal

Saturday (10/8)
10:00am Holy Name exec mtg

Wednesday (10/5)
7:15pm Adult Bible Study (Zoom)

Sunday (10/9)
9:00am Holy Name Society mtg
9:30am RCIA

The indoor mask mandate has been rescinded for DC.
However for those who prefer a Mass with masks, the
8:00am Mass on Sundays is designated as Mask-Only
(masks are required for this Mass). We also offer the following:
 Pews are roped off for social distancing purposes.
 Automatic hand sanitizing units are available at doors.
 Wearing of masks and sanitizing of hands by ministers
remain in place for safe reception of Holy Communion.
We kindly ask everyone to be respectful of each other as
we continue to navigate these changing policies.
Our Mission Statement:
Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Roman Catholic Church,
empowered by the Holy Spirit, exists to evangelize and to
uphold Christian values by promoting the teachings of the
Church in Word, Sacrament and Witness.
Our Vision Statement:
A welcoming, embracing and joyful faith family richly
rooted in the community today, tomorrow and forever.

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Parish Life
RESPECT LIFE MONTH: Every
October the Church in the United States
celebrates Respect Life Month, and the
first Sunday of October is observed
as Respect Life Sunday. As Catholics,
we are called to cherish, defend, and
protect those who are most vulnerable,
from the beginning of life to its end, and
at every point in between. During this month, the Church
asks us to reflect more deeply on the dignity of
every human life. We will have information throughout the
month in the bulletin and in the rear of the church on life
issues. For more church teachings on Respect Life, visit:
respectlife.org/celebrate.
The Southeast Deanery & Partnering Churches
presents the 33rd Annual East of the River
Revival: Oct. 3rd—5th at 7pm at St. Luke’s
Catholic Church, WDC. The theme is: ‘We
Have Come This Far by Faith’. Revivalists:
Rev. Msgr. Raymond East (St. Teresa of Avila), Rev.
Patrick Smith (St. Augustine) and Rev. Raymond Kemp
(Georgetown Univ). This event is in-person and live-streamed.
WELCOME
TO
DEACON
NICOLAS
RAPKOCH (pronounced rap-cook). “Hello, I
am a 4th year Seminarian for the Diocese of
Raleigh, North Carolina. I am in my last year
of school at the Catholic University of
America, hoping that God sees fit to ordain
me to the priesthood next June. I am
originally from Tacoma, Washington but moved to Raleigh
after nine years in the Marine Corps. It is a great blessing
to be with you for the duration of this school year and I look
forward to serving you and worshipping Our Lord together.”
SUNDAY SCHOOL 2022—23 for youth
in pre-K through 12th grade has begun
but you can still register! Our program
provides youth with the authentic
teachings of the Catholic faith and
includes youth who need their Sacraments (First
Communion and Confirmation). Classes are held every
Sunday from 9:15am-10:45am in the school building.
Registration forms are in the rear of the church and on our
website. For info, contact Shirley Austin, Minister of Religious
Education, at mre@hcscchurch.org or (202) 368-7231.
INTERESTED IN BECOMING CATHOLIC?
MISSED RECEIVING YOUR SACRAMENTS?
Consider joining our Catholic education
classes (RCIA) on Sunday mornings at 9:15am
in the rectory. These classes provide adults the
fundamental teachings of the Catholic faith.
Although these classes are especially
designed
for
non-Catholics
who
are
considering becoming Catholic, they are also a wonderful
opportunity for adult Catholics who missed receiving one or
more of the sacraments, or who may be returning to the
Church after a long absence. If interested, pick up an
inquiry form in rear of the church. Give completed forms to
an usher or the rectory office. Questions? Contact Liz
Butler at rciahcsc@gmail.com or (301) 379-5266.

HCSC YOUTH MINISTRY

Nicki Gebrehiwot, Director of Youth Ministry
youthdirector@hcscchurch.org  202.330.8302

We need youth to help celebrate YOUTH SUNDAY
held every second Sunday of the month at the 11am Mass.
On Youth Sunday, our youth lector, sing and serve as altar
servers and ushers. If you are a youth or know of a
youth who is interested in serving as a lector, choir
member, altar server or usher, contact the youth director.
Join Msgr. Pope (via Zoom) for
Wednesday Evening Bible Study at
7:15pm. Sign up to receive the
weekly Zoom link and information at
hcscchurch.flocknote.com. Call the rectory office for
more details if you are new to the bible study. The theme
for the current bible study is: Real Life at the Time of
Jesus. See the flyer in the bulletin for more
information. Even if you miss a bible study, you can still
attend since each session is a different topic.

HCSC YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY
YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY meets
in-person on Mondays at 7:30pm in the
rectory basement, preceded by a short
social at 7:00pm. To receive email
notifications, sign up for Young Adult Bible
Study on hcscchurch.flocknote.com.
MARIAN PROCESSION: Join us with
Immaculate Conception Church in the 5th Annual
Marian Procession on Oct. 7th at 7pm. Depart
from 1315 8th St., NW and end at St. Matthew’s
Cathedral (1725 Rhode Island Ave, NW). If interested:
call 202-546-1885 or hcscstaff@hcscchurch.org.
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION / HOLY HOUR is
held EVERY FRIDAY from 6—7PM in the
sanctuary. Parishioners are invited to attend a
wonderful opportunity to gather and reflect in quiet
prayer in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament.
Confessions are also heard during the holy hour.
OUR CHURCH SANCTUARY IS OPEN FROM
8AM—8PM every day for you to come in for
private prayer. Consider spending quiet,
personal time in the presence of our Lord and
pray for healing, strength, courage and for each
other as we face many challenges and struggles
throughout our daily lives. All are welcome.
Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Roman Catholic Church
1357 East Capitol Street, SE, WDC 20003
202.546.1885  www.hcscchurch.org
Rev. Msgr. Charles Pope, Pastor (www.msgrpope.com)
Deacon James P. Flagg II, Permanent Deacon

For information on membership, sacraments and funerals contact
rectory staff at hcscstaff@hcscchurch.org or 202.546.1885.
Mass Times: Saturday
8am & 4:30pm (vigil)
Sunday
8am, 9:30am, 11am and 7pm;
Weekdays
Mon—Fri: 7am (8am on holidays)
Rectory Office Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday: 10am—6pm
Thursday, Saturday & Sunday: Closed
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

The Southeast Deanery and Partnering Churches Present the

33rd Annual East of the River Fall Revival
"We have come this far by Faith"
October 3-5, 2022
Starts at 7 PM with Praise and Worship

This is a Live and Virtual event Hosted by and live streamed from

St. Luke Catholic Church
Monday, October 3, 2022

Tuesday, October 4, 2022

Rev. Msgr Raymond G. East,
Pastor, St. Teresa of Avila,
Washington, DC

Rev. Patrick A. Smith, Pastor,
St. Augustine Catholic Church,
Washington, DC

Wednesday, October 5, 2022
Rev. Raymond B. Kemp,
Professor, Georgetown University,
Washington, DC

To join the live-stream on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stluke.stlukesedc/ Or Dial: 425-436-6339. Access code: 269615
The East of the River Fall Revival video will be available on YouTube at
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxLUpGPb4HGGIYm9NWkBN7g/ videos?view_as=subscriber
Support the Revival mail checks to:

Follow the East of the River Fall Revival on Social Media:
Facebook: Southeast Deanery Revival
Instagram: @eastoftheriverrevival
Twitter: errc_dc
Contact us at: errcommittee.sedc@outlook.com

ERRC / ST. LUKE CATHOLIC CHURCH
4925 E. CAPITOL STREET
WASHINGTON, DC 20019
or submit electronically via:
www.stlukechurchssj.org/Donate
SCAN the QR Code above with your cellphone for YouTube link
Click on Fund ERRC

CELEBRATE THE FEAST DAY OF
SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI!

BLESSING OF
THE ANIMALS
October 4, 2022
6:00pm - 7:30pm
(Rain or Shine)

Bring your
pet(s) to
receive a
special
blessing!

In the front of
Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Church
(corner of 14th & E. Capitol Streets, SE
hcscchurch.org

Statement by Archbishop William E. Lori
Chairman, USCCB Committee on Pro-Life Activities

Building a Culture of Life in a Post-Roe World
An Answer to Prayer
The Supreme Court’s reversal of Roe v. Wade
is, without question, an answer to prayer. In
its opinion in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health
Organization, the Justices ended the Court’s
nearly fifty-year nationwide regime of abortion
on demand; a regime that was based on the
indefensible view that the U.S. Constitution
implicitly forbids government from protecting the
preborn child in the womb from the violence of
abortion. The Supreme Court in Dobbs concluded
that there is nothing in the Constitution’s text,
history, American legal tradition, or the Court’s
precedents that justified the extreme holding of
Roe. Therefore, it returned the issue of abortion to
be decided by the people’s elected representatives,
who had exercised such authority from our nation’s
founding until the Roe decision in 1973. In so
doing, the Supreme Court in Dobbs cleared the
way for a paradigm shift in American law, allowing
it to enlarge its boundaries to again welcome a
segment of the human family that had been outside
of its protections for close to half a century.
Dobbs, then, is a victory for justice, the rule of law,
and self-governance. But for those of us who have
prayed for this moment to arrive, it is the time for
a renewal and rededication of our efforts to build a
culture of life and civilization of love. Justice is, of
course, essential to this end. But it is not sufficient.
To build a world in which all are welcome requires
not only justice, but compassion, healing, and
above all, unconditional love.

Shifting the Paradigm to “Radical Solidarity”
In a post-Roe world, Catholics must now work
together for another, even deeper paradigm shift.
We must move beyond a paradigm shift in the law
in order to help the people of our nation better see
who we can be as a nation by truly understanding
what we owe to one another as members of the same
human family. To build a world in which all are
welcome, we must heed the words of St. Teresa
of Calcutta and remember “that we belong to one
another.”
Abortion is a gruesome sign of how we have
forgotten our mutual belonging. The logic of Roe
v. Wade has framed our national discourse on the
issue of abortion as a zero-sum conflict among
individual strangers. But the truth of the matter is
that mother and child are not strangers; they are
already bound together by flesh and kinship. The
new life that is developing under the heart of the

mother is already situated in a network of relations
including family, neighbors, and fellow citizens.
The logic of Roe, in the name of autonomy, offers
the woman only the right to see lethal force used
against her child, but it otherwise abandons her.
To the contrary, the logic of the culture of life
recognizes that the pregnant woman and her
child are not alone—they are fellow members
of our larger human family whose interwoven
vulnerability is a summons to all of us, but
especially Catholics because of the teaching of
Jesus and his proclamation of the Gospel of Life.
Indeed, Catholics see in the life of the Holy Family
a lesson for all society: Mary, who not only said
“yes” to life but who accompanied and cared for
her child throughout his life; Joseph, who met the
unexpected challenges and threats to the child with
fortitude and compassion; and Jesus himself, who
came into the world not with power and majesty
but with the vulnerability, dependence, and
humility of a child.
In a post-Roe world, then, we must shift the
paradigm to what Saint Pope John Paul II
described as “radical solidarity,” making the good
of others our own good, including especially
mothers, babies (born and preborn), and families
throughout the entire human lifespan. It is a call to
friendship and compassion rooted in the truth that
we are made to love our neighbor as ourselves.
Speaking and Living the Truth with
Compassion
What does this mean concretely? How do we
practice radical solidarity and unconditional love
in a post-Roe world? First, by speaking the truth
that abortion not only unjustly kills a preborn
child, but also gravely wounds women, men,
families, and the nation as a whole. It degrades
the practice of medicine and corrupts the law. We
must speak these truths with compassion, and we
must live these truths with compassion. We must
extend the hand of compassion to all who suffer or
are in need in the aftermath of abortion, including
those who do not yet see the truth in its fullness.
Moreover, the call to love compels us to practice
civility and charity when we speak to and about
those with whom we disagree.

Words alone are not nearly enough to bring about
the revolution of love necessary to create a world
where all mothers, children, and families are
welcomed and protected. For this we must have
the courage to love—to act and bear witness by
caring for the least among us, without condition or
expectation of recompense. It is only through such
radical witness that hearts will be softened such
that they can receive the truth of the Gospel of Life.
Concretely, as Saint Pope John Paul II wrote in
his letter to the Fourth World Conference on
Women of the United Nations, “a radical solidarity

with women requires that the underlying causes
which make a child unwanted be addressed.”
Twenty-five years later, Pope Francis echoed
the same sentiment in his 2020 address to the
United Nations. Abortion is a brutal result of
our failure to care for one another. Building a
world in which women are esteemed, children
are loved and protected, and men are called to
their responsibilities as fathers, requires us to
understand and address the complex and tragic
tangle of affliction and strife that culminates in
the violence of abortion. This is a massive and
daunting undertaking.
Fortunately, Catholics already have a strong
foundation in the Church’s centuries-long
encouragement of parental and societal duties.
Millions of individual Catholics from all walks of
life are already personally endeavoring to build the
bonds of solidarity and compassion throughout
our society. Many are engaged in parish and
community initiatives such as pregnancy resource

centers, post-abortion counseling and more
recently Walking with Moms in Need.
The Catholic Church is the largest charitable
provider of social services to women, children,
and families in the United States. Only the federal
government through tax dollars does more.
Catholics have already done much at both the
institutional and personal level to help address
the problems of poverty, healthcare, education,
housing, employment, addiction, criminal justice,
domestic violence, and the like that push women
towards abortion. Our Church understands that
parents, children, and families need help not just
during pregnancy, but throughout the whole of
life’s journey because millions of Catholics already
accompany their neighbors in such circumstances.
Additionally, such help involves accompanying
parents as they make the courageous choice to
make an adoption plan for their child that will
provide a place of genuine belonging, grafting
them as a son or daughter onto a new family tree.
And the Church also extends healing and mercy to
those women and men who suffer because of a past
abortion. But we must now do even more.
A New Politics
Our nation is in desperate need of healing
from the toxic polarization and anger that has
poisoned so much of our politics in recent years.
A paradigm shift from an abandonment of women
masquerading as freedom to radical solidarity can
open the way to a new politics. Those who disagree
on the morality or justice of abortion should
nonetheless come together to pursue commonground solutions to provide care and support to
mothers, children, and families in need. Public
officials can stake out new ground, to move beyond
the political divisions of Left and Right and build a
new coalition of people of good will that will focus
on the best outcomes for those in need by whatever
means—public or private—that prove to be most
effective.

Conclusion
Almost fifty years after Roe v. Wade, the Supreme
Court has finally returned to the American people
the authority to govern ourselves on the matter
of abortion. Of course, justice requires that the
basic protections of the law against violence be
extended to the preborn child. But justice alone is
not enough. The opportunity which the Supreme
Court has given us is not an opportunity to look
backward and return to the past. Instead, it is a
calling to Catholics at every level to look forward
and build a better future—a future in which the
new hallmarks of our society will be solidarity,
compassion, reconciliation, and a new unity as a
nation. We are not atomized individuals seeking
to impose our wills in a world of strife. To the
contrary, we belong to each other, and each of us
was made for love and friendship. Accordingly, we
must live and act in radical solidarity with mothers,
children, and families in need. That means doing
whatever we can through law, policy, politics, and
culture to provide them with the care and support
necessary for their flourishing throughout the
entire arc of life’s journey. Through our collective
and individual actions, we can build a culture
of life and civilization of love in America. Let us
begin.

Models used for illustrative purposes only. iStock.com/Estradaanton; iStock.com/P_Wei; iStock.com/YakobchukOlena; iStock.com/hallohuahua; iStock.
com/damircudic; iStock.com/arto_canon. Copyright © 2022, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.
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