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Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Readings This Weekend:
2 Kgs 5:14-17
Tm 2:8-13
Readings Next Weekend:
Ex 17:8-13
Tm 3:14-4:2

Lk 17:11-19
Lk 18:1-8

Today’s Gospel answers the question of how we can
properly thank God for what he has done for us. The ten
lepers are healed but only one renders proper thanks. In
effect, it is in the Mass that we render proper thanks to God
the Father because the Mass is Jesus’ thanksgiving to the
Father in which we participate. Jesus renders perfect
praise and perfect thanks to the Father. The very structure
of this Gospel has the form of a Mass. Notice first that
there is a gathering. Ten lepers (us) have gathered and
Jesus comes near. We do this in every Mass, we gather
and the Lord draws near. Next, they cry out for mercy just
like we do at every Mass. Next, Jesus quotes scripture and
gives them an instruction just like He does for us at every
Mass. Next, one of them, only one, falls to his knees and
gives thanks. This is what we do during the Eucharistic
prayer, we kneel and, with Jesus, give thanks to the
Father. The word “Eucharist” comes from Greek and
means to give thanks. Finally, Jesus sends him on his way,
indicating that it is his faith that has saved him. We too are
sent forth by Jesus at the end of every Mass, having once
again given proper thanks to God. Psalm 116:12 says,
What return shall I make to the Lord for all the good he has
done for me? The cup of salvation I will take up and call on
the name of the Lord. You know what the cup of salvation
is. It is the holy Eucharist, the chalice of Christ’s blood. In
so doing we render proper thanks to God.
MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
Sunday, October 9
8:00am intentions of Maria Neal
9:30am Uziyah Garcia  (victim in Uvalde, TX)
11:00am intentions of Phillip Gillam (B’day)
7:00pm intentions of those facing end of life issues
Monday, October 10
8:00am Katherine Massey  (victim in Buffalo, NY)
Tuesday, October 11 Saint John XXIII, Pope
7:00am intentions of Jean Myrick (B’day)
Wednesday, October 12
7:00am Reginald Walker 
Thursday, October 13
7:00am intentions of Sharon Lewis (B’day)
Friday, October 14 Saint Callistus I, Pope and Martyr
7:00am intentions of Doris Edelin (B’day)
Saturday, October 15 St. Teresa of Jesus, Virgin and Doctor of the Church
8:00am Ian Lindquist 
4:30pm For the people

MASS INTENTIONS: It is a spiritual work of mercy to pray
for others, both living and deceased. To offer a Mass in
memory of a friend or family, call 202-546-1885. The
customary stipend is $10 per intention.

Daily Readings for the Week

Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

Gal 4:22-24
Gal 5:1-6
Gal 5:18-25
Eph 1:1-10
Eph 1:11-14
Eph 1:15-23
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Lk 11:29-32

Lk 11:37-41

Lk 11:42-46
Lk 11:47-54
Lk 11: 15-26
Lk12:8-12

OCTOBER 9, 2022

FAITH DIRECT (Electronic Tithing): We
offer electronic tithing through Faith Direct.
Here are 3 ways to get info and register:
1. Scan the QR code to the right .
2. Text "Enroll" to 301-478-8900 to give.
3. Go online to faith.direct/DC59 and register.
4. Pick up brochure in rear of the church. .
This tithing service is FREE. Your tithes
are automatically deducted twice a
month. Questions? Contact Kim Peaks
(pam@hcscchurch.org or 202-546-1885).

Stay Connected





Visit our parish website (hcscchurch.org) for news.
Subscribe to Flocknote by texting “HCSC” to 84576
or visit https://hcscchurch.flocknote.com/ to receive
emails with updates from the parish such as bulletins,
and homily notes. It’s FREE and easy!
Download the MyParishApp onto your mobile device.
To get the app: visit your app store (available for
Android & Apple phones). Turn on notifications so you
can receive parish news. And, follow us on social
media (Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and YouTube).

Mass Attendance
October 2, 2022
4:30pm
30
8:00am
41
9:30am
35
11:00am 171
7:00pm
66
Total:
343

THIS WEEK AT THE PARISH
Monday (10/10)
Rectory Office Closed
8:00am Mass
Wednesday (10/12)
7:15pm Adult Bible Study (Zoom)

Friday (10/14)
6:00pm Holy Hour
Saturday (10/15)
10:30am P24 Witness Event
Sunday (10/16)
9:30am Sunday School
9:30am RCIA

The indoor mask mandate has been rescinded for DC.
However for those who prefer a Mass with masks, the
8:00am Mass on Sundays is designated as Mask-Only
(masks are required for this Mass). We also offer the following:
 Pews are roped off for social distancing purposes.
 Automatic hand sanitizing units are available at doors.
 Wearing of masks and sanitizing of hands by ministers
remain in place for safe reception of Holy Communion.
We kindly ask everyone to be respectful of each other as
we continue to navigate these changing policies.
Our Mission Statement:
Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Roman Catholic Church,
empowered by the Holy Spirit, exists to evangelize and to
uphold Christian values by promoting the teachings of the
Church in Word, Sacrament and Witness.
Our Vision Statement:
A welcoming, embracing and joyful faith family richly
rooted in the community today, tomorrow and forever.

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Parish Life
RECTORY CLOSED in observance of Columbus Day,
Monday, October 10th. Morning Mass will be at 8:00am.

RESPECT LIFE MONTH: Every October the Church in
the United States celebrates Respect Life Month. As
Catholics, we are called to cherish, defend, and protect
those who are most vulnerable, from the beginning of life to
its end, and at every point in between. During this month,
the Church asks us to reflect more deeply on the dignity of
every human life. Here at Holy Comforter-St. Cyprian, we
will provide information throughout the month in the bulletin
and in the rear of the church on life issues. For more
Respect Life teachings, visit: respectlife.org/celebrate.
PROVERBS 24 COMMUNITY: HCSC
parish is a Proverbs 24 Community formed
in response to the opening of a Planned
Parenthood
abortion
facility
in
our
community. Join us for our next scheduled
‘Witness’ event on Sat., Oct., 15th from
10:30am–12:30pm (location to be determined). Please
prayerfully consider participating in one of three ways: by
quietly praying with others in front of the facility; by praying
in the church in front of the Blessed Sacrament; or by
helping to prepare a lunch to conclude the event. See the
flyer in bulletin for more information.
2022 ANNUAL APPEAL:
The Archdiocese is in the
home stretch of the 2022
Annual Appeal, with just 10%
of the way towards our
overall goal! Please consider
donating to the Appeal if you
have not done so this year.
Your donation helps so many
needed charitable programs and organizations in our
Archdiocese. Look for the small green card at the end of
the pews for the QR code. Or visit: appeal.adw.org or call
(301) 853-4574 for questions or to donate. Thank you.
INTERESTED IN BECOMING CATHOLIC? MISSED
RECEIVING YOUR SACRAMENTS? Consider joining
our Catholic education classes (RCIA) on Sunday mornings
at 9:15am. These classes provide the fundamental
teachings of the Catholic faith and are also a wonderful
opportunity for Catholics who missed receiving one or more
of the sacraments or returning to the church. Questions?
Contact Liz Butler at rciahcsc@gmail.com or (301) 379-5266.

HCSC YOUTH MINISTRY

Nicki Gebrehiwot, Director of Youth Ministry
youthdirector@hcscchurch.org  202.330.8302

We need youth to help celebrate YOUTH SUNDAY
every second Sunday of the month at the 11am Mass. On
Youth Sunday, our youth lector, sing and serve as altar
servers and ushers. If you are a youth or know of a
youth who is interested, contact the youth director.
SUNDAY SCHOOL 2022—23 for youth in
pre-K through 12th grade has begun but you
can still register! Our program provides
youth with the authentic teachings of the
Catholic faith and includes youth who need their
Sacraments (First Communion and Confirmation). Classes
are held every Sunday from 9:15am-10:45am in the school
building. For info, contact Shirley Austin, Minister of
Religious
Education,
at
mre@hcscchurch.org
or
(202) 368-7231 or visit our website (hcscchurch.org).

HCSC YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY
YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY meets
in-person on Mondays at 7:30pm in the
rectory basement, preceded by a short
social at 7:00pm. To receive email
notifications, sign up for Young Adult Bible
Study on hcscchurch.flocknote.com.
Join Msgr. Pope (via Zoom) for
Wednesday Evening Bible Study at
7:15pm. Sign up to receive the
weekly Zoom link and information at
hcscchurch.flocknote.com. The theme for the current
bible study is: Real Life at the Time of Jesus. Even if you
miss a bible study, you can still attend since each session
is a different topic. Call 202-546-1885 for more details.
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION / HOLY HOUR is
held EVERY FRIDAY from 6—7PM in the
sanctuary. Parishioners are invited to attend a
wonderful opportunity to gather and reflect in quiet
prayer in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament.
Confessions are also heard during the holy hour.
OUR CHURCH SANCTUARY IS OPEN FROM 8AM—
8PM every day for you to come in for private prayer.
Consider spending quiet, personal time in the presence of
our Lord and pray for healing, strength, courage and for
each other as we face many challenges and struggles
throughout our daily lives. All are welcome.
Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Roman Catholic Church
1357 East Capitol Street, SE, WDC 20003
202.546.1885  www.hcscchurch.org
Rev. Msgr. Charles Pope, Pastor (www.msgrpope.com)
Deacon James P. Flagg II

For information on membership, sacraments and funerals contact
rectory staff at hcscstaff@hcscchurch.org or (202) 546-1885.
Mass Times: Saturday
8am & 4:30pm (vigil);
Sunday
8am, 9:30am, 11am and 7pm;
Weekdays
Mon—Fri: 7am (8am on holidays)
Rectory Office Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday: 10am—6pm
Thursday, Saturday & Sunday: Closed
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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those who are being dragged to death, and from those
staggering to execution withdraw not….

Proverbs 24
Community of Life: Witness. Pray. Serve.
A collaborative effort of local D.C. parishes
Our monthly witness & prayer events are continuing!

Our next Witness event is

Saturday, October 15

th

10:30 am (gather at church to go to location)
Holy Comforter St. Cyprian Catholic Church
1357 East Capitol St SE,

WDC

(Metro: Stadium-Armory)
Can’t make it at 10:30am? Join us at Planned Parenthood
(1225—4th St. NE) any time after 10:45am, or feel free to stay at
Holy Comforter-St. Cyprian Church to pray or cook.

Please sign up to pray, cook or witness at
P24community@gmail.com Questions?
Send email or visit
www.p24community.weebly.com

The Proverbs 24 Community is a pro-life initiative created in 2016
in response to the opening of a Planned Parenthood abortion
facility not far from our parish. Other parishes in the community
participate also.
You are invited to participate in our peaceful pro-life witness in one
of three ways:






WALK — as one who witnesses by quietly praying in front of the
facility. We will not be protesting but simply praying together as
a group. Professionally trained sidewalk counselors will be
present to speak with anyone who needs assistance or have
questions.

PRAY — a Holy Hour in front of the Blessed
Sacrament at Holy Comforter-St. Cyprian church while the
sidewalk witness is going on; or
SERVE—as one who helps prepares a meal for a fellowship
lunch upon our return from the sidewalk witness.

Our goal is to continue to increase the pro-life community in
Washington DC. Let us not as a Church remain silent to the
presence of this Planned Parenthood facility. We must pray and
support those who publically witness against abortion and seek to
save lives by this witness. If you have not participated in
something like this before or have been hesitant to do so, now is
the time to stand up with the Church united in our prayers. Please
consider quietly and reverently standing and praying with us in this
effort to save lives.
Call us (Kim Peaks at 202-546-1885) if you have any questions or
want to know what we do at these witness events.

SERVING MOMS IN NEED

LIVING THE GOSPEL OF LIFE
On March 25, 2020, the Solemnity of the
Annunciation of the Lord, the Church
celebrated the 25th anniversary of the papal
encyclical Evangelium vitae (The Gospel of Life).
This prophetic document, written by a great
saint of our time, Pope John Paul II, reaffirmed
the Church’s constant teaching on the value and
inviolability of every human life.
In this encyclical, the Holy Father explains that
the Gospel of Life is at the heart of Jesus’ saving
message to the world. Through the Incarnation of
Christ, God reveals to us the dignity of all human
life. Each of us is made in the image and likeness of
God, reflecting his glory and his imprint. We are
therefore called to “respect, defend and promote
the dignity of every human person, at every
moment and in every condition of that person’s
life.”1
Evangelium vitae highlights the special and
particular role of women in bearing the gift of life
to the world. Pope John Paul II offers heartfelt
thanks to these “heroic mothers,” who, placing
their trust in God, “devote themselves to their own
family without reserve, who suffer in giving birth
to their children and who are ready to make any
effort, to face any sacrifice, in order to pass on to
them the best of themselves.”2
Pope John Paul II also outlines the many challenges
that expectant mothers may face, including lack
of support from the father, financial strains,
concerns about her own health or that of her child,
and pressures from family and friends. The Holy
Father recognizes that an “unborn child is totally
entrusted to the protection and care of the woman
carrying him or her in the womb.”3 For this reason,

it is particularly important that the Church come
alongside mothers, offering them encouragement,
assistance, and support.
Through Christ, we have received the gift of the
Gospel of Life in its fullness. As members of the
Church, we are the people of life and for life. It is
our duty to proclaim the truth of the Gospel of
Life to the world, for “to proclaim Jesus is itself to
proclaim life.”4 Pope John Paul II tasked us with
building a culture of life to combat the forces at
work in the culture of death. He challenged us:
With great openness and courage,
we need to question how widespread
is the culture of life today among
individual Christians, families, groups
and communities in our Dioceses. With
equal clarity and determination we must
identify the steps we are called to take in
order to serve life in all its truth.5
In honor of Evangelium vitae’s 25th anniversary
and in answer to Pope John Paul II’s call, the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops Committee on
Pro-Life Activities launched a nationwide effort
entitled, Walking with Moms in Need. Parishes,
through the support of their bishops and pastors,
are invited to join this effort to increase the
Church’s outreach and support to pregnant women
facing difficult or unexpected pregnancies. This
special anniversary has provided the Church
with an opportunity to assess, expand, and better
communicate resources to pregnant moms and
families in need.
Pregnant and parenting moms in need are in
our parishes and our neighborhoods, but in

desperation, they are turning to other places for
help. We know the needs and challenges can be
immense for women in difficult pregnancies,
especially women in poverty, and the sources for
help may not be apparent to those most needing
support. Women facing challenging pregnancies
should see the Church as a place where they
can find help, especially with its extensive social
services dedicated to meeting the needs of people
in crisis.

life is involved, the service of charity must be
profoundly consistent. It cannot tolerate bias
and discrimination, for human life is sacred and
inviolable... We need then to ‘show care’ for all
life and for the life of everyone.”8 Pope John Paul
II highlights the incredible history of service and
charity that the Church has provided throughout
the centuries to those abandoned and forgotten by
society. He urges that “every Christian community,
with a renewed sense of responsibility, must
continue to write this history.”9

Through Walking with Moms in Need the Church
is being asked to respond to Pope John Paul II’s
call and honestly assess the pastoral and practical
assistance that it currently provides to pregnant
moms and families in need and how effective it is
in communicating such help.

We are called to reverence and love every human
person as ourselves. It is our responsibility to care
for and protect human life, especially the lives
of the most vulnerable among us. Evangelium
vitae teaches us that “the task of accepting and
serving life involves everyone; and this task must
be fulfilled above all towards life when it is at its
weakest.”10

Pope John Paul II wrote that,
“gratitude and joy at the incomparable
dignity of man impel us to share [the
Gospel of Life] with everyone.”6

Pope John Paul II wrote, “the Gospel of God’s love
for man, the Gospel of the dignity of the person
and the Gospel of life are a single and indivisible
Gospel.”11 The Gospel of Jesus is the Gospel of
Life, and to love Jesus is to love and serve life. As
followers of Christ, may we strive to continually
respond to the needs of the poor and vulnerable
entrusted to us by God.

He said we need to bring this message “to the
hearts of all people and make it penetrate every
part of society.”7 By reaching out to lovingly
support and care for pregnant women and their
children, we witness to the sanctity of every human
person, in every stage and every circumstance.
Evangelium vitae emphasizes that, “where

As part of Walking with Moms in Need, the USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities is providing
educational, pastoral, and action-oriented resources to help parishes go to the peripheries and bring
hope and help to mothers in need. Through the combined efforts of parishes nationwide, we hope to
move closer to the day when every pregnant mother in need knows where to turn for help, and abortion
is unthinkable. Visit WalkingWithMoms.com to learn more and to pledge to prayerfully walk with
mothers in need.
Excerpts from Evangelium vitae © 1995, Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission. All rights reserved. iStock.com/SDI Productions. Models
used for illustrative purposes only. Photos used with permission. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2022, United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.
1 Pope John Paul II, Evangelium vitae, (Vatican
City: Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 1995), 81.
2 Pope John Paul II, Evangelium vitae, 86.
3 Pope John Paul II, Evangelium vitae, 58.

4 Pope John Paul II, Evangelium vitae, 80.
5 Pope John Paul II, Evangelium vitae, 95.
6 Pope John Paul II, Evangelium vitae, 80.
7 Ibid.

8 Pope John Paul II, Evangelium vitae, 87.
9 Ibid.
10 Pope John Paul II, Evangelium vitae, 43.
11 Pope John Paul II, Evangelium vitae, 2.

UNITED STATES CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS
Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities | usccb.org/prolife
fb.com/usccbrespectlife
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