


HOLY COM FORTER-SAINT  CYPRI AN ROM AN C ATHOLIC CHURCH  NOVEM BER 12,  2023  

 

Our Mission Statement:   
Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Roman Catholic Church, 
empowered by the Holy Spirit, exists to evangelize and to 
uphold Christian values by promoting the teachings of the 
Church in Word, Sacrament and Witness. 
 

Our Vision Statement:   
A welcoming, embracing and joyful faith family richly 
rooted in the community today, tomorrow and forever.  

Mass Attendance  
November 1, 2023—All Saints 

 7:00am 10 
 10:00am 38 
 7:00pm  57 
                           Total:      105 

 

November 4-5, 2023  
 4:30pm 26  
 8:00am 82 
 9:30am 30  
 11:00am  148 
 7:00pm 50  
                           Total:      336 

Sunday, November 12 Thirty-second Sunday Ordinary Time  

8:00am Intentions of Lorita Miller  
9:30am POOR SOULS  
11:00am Intentions of Gayle Jones  
7:00pm Mary Harris Freeman   
Monday, November 13 Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini, Virgin  

7:00am Intentions of Jessiah Rojas 
Tuesday, November 14 

7:00am Dorothy T. Walker   
Wednesday, November 15 Saint Albert the Great, Bishop & Doctor  

7:00am POOR SOULS    
Thursday, November 16 Saint Margaret of Scotland, Virgin 

7:00am Mary C. Willoughby (B'day) 
Friday, November 17 Saint Elizabeth of Hungary, Religious 

7:00am POOR SOULS  
Saturday, November 18 Dedication of the Basilicas of Sts. Peter & Paul 

8:00am Esther Baddoo  
4:30pm John Richey   

 MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

Tuesday (11/14) 
7:00pm Adult Choir Rehearsal 
 

Wednesday (11/15) 
7:30pm Bible Study (Zoom) 
 

Friday (11/17)  
6:00pm Holy Hour w/ confession 
 

Saturday (11/18) 
10:00am Sodality Bd Mtg 
5:30pm Marriage Enrichment 

THIS WEEK AT THE PARISH 

OUR CHURCH SANCTUARY IS OPEN FROM 
8AM—8PM every day for you to come for private 
prayer. Consider spending quiet, personal time in 
the presence of our Lord and pray for healing, 

strength and courage and for each other. All are welcome. 

MASS INTENTIONS: It is a spiritual work of 
mercy to pray for others, both living and deceased. If 
you would like to offer a Mass Intention in memory of 
a friend or family (living or deceased), call 202-546-

1885. The customary stipend is $10 per intention.  

Daily Bible Readings  
Monday Wisdom 1:1-7 Luke 17:1-6 
Tuesday Wisdom 2:23—3:9 Luke 17:7-10  
Wednesday Wisdom 6:1-11 Luke 17:11-19  
Thursday Wisdom 7:22—8:1 Luke 17:20-25  
Friday Wisdom 13:1-9 Luke 17:26-37  
Saturday Wisdom 18:14-16; 19:6-9 Luke 18:1-8  

Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Visit our parish website (hcscchurch.org) for news. 

 Subscribe to Flocknote by texting “HCSC” to 84576 
or visit https://hcscchurch.flocknote.com/ to sign up to 
receive emails with updates from the parish such as 
bulletins and homily notes. It’s FREE and easy! 

 Download the MyParishApp onto your mobile device. 
To get the app: visit your app store (available for 
Android & Apple phones). Turn on notifications so you 
can receive parish news. And, follow us on social 
media (Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and YouTube).  

Stay Connected 

FAITH DIRECT (Electronic Tithing): We 
offer electronic tithing through Faith Direct. 
Here are 3 ways to get info and register: 

1. Scan the QR code to the right. 
2. Text "Enroll" to 301-478-8900 to give.  
3. Go online to faith.direct/DC59 and register. 
This eGiving service is FREE. You can 
register to have your tithes automatically 
deducted twice a month or give a one-time 
gift/donation. Questions? Contact Kim Peaks 
(kpeaks@hcscchurch.org or 202-546-1885).   

The Gospel today reminds us of judgment and 
gives us some Practical Principles for 
Preparation. The first principle is Procure your 
Provisions. The five wise virgins had procured 
plenty of oil so that, should the Groom delay 
his arrival, they would be prepared. What is 

the oil a symbol of? Well, many things, but first and 
foremost it is the oil of desire and holiness. One of the 
greatest dangers is that we lose our desire for God and 
drift away through indifference. Hence, stirring our hearts 
to the watchful attentiveness of desire is essential. We do 
this through regular prayer, the reception of the 
sacraments, scripture and fellowship in a community of 
believers who stir faith and desire in us. The next principle 
is that we must Personally Prepare. Too many Christians 
"affiliate" with the Lord and the Church by referring to "their 
mother's Church" or "that's my family's Parish." But there 
are some things you cannot borrow. You can't get saved by 
your mother's faith, you have to have your own. When the 
foolish bridesmaids try to borrow oil from the wise ones 
they are told this is not possible. The next principle is to 
Persevere in your Preparation. The groom does not come 
‘till midnight in the gospel, so they had to persevere in 
waiting. Too many say, "I used to go to that Church" or I 
was an altar server in the old days." So? What about now? 
Finally, note the principle of the Peril of Procrastination. 
There comes a point when it is just too late. The judgment 
sets in, the question is called, and the door is barred. 
Either you're in or you're out. You can't keep saying, 
tomorrow. Tomorrow is not promised.  

Readings This Weekend:  
Wisdom 6:12-16 1Thes 4:13-18     Matthew 25:1-13  
Readings Next Weekend:  
Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31     1Thes 5:1-6      Matthew 25:14-30 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



 

 

Thirty-second Sunday In Ordinary Time  

HCSC BIBLE STUDIES 

Join Msgr. Pope (via Zoom) for  
Wednesday Evening Bible Study 
at 7:15pm every week. Sign up to 
receive the weekly Zoom link at 

hcscchurch.flocknote.com. Questions? Contact the 
rectory office at 202-546-1885 or hcscstaff@hcscchurch.org. 

Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Roman Catholic Church  
1357 East Capitol Street, SE, WDC 20003  

202.546.1885  www.hcscchurch.org  
Rev. Msgr. Charles Pope, Pastor  (www.msgrpope.com) 

Deacon James P. Flagg II 
 

For information on membership, sacraments and funerals contact 
rectory staff at hcscstaff@hcscchurch.org or (202) 546-1885.  
 

Mass Times: Saturday 8am & 4:30pm (vigil)  
 Sunday 8am, 9:30am, 11am and 7pm  
 Weekdays Mon—Fri: 7am in chapel (8am on holidays)  
 

Rectory Office Hours: 
 Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday: 10am—6pm  
 Thursday, Saturday & Sunday:  Closed 

Parish Life  Living with Jesus in the  

H OLY E UCHARIST 

In this, the Year of the Holy Eucharist, our parish will seek 
to root and link all our activities, retreats and functions to 
Jesus who is present with us in the Holy Eucharist. We 
hope to deepen our personal encounter with the Lord  
Jesus who is truly and really present in the Holy Liturgy 
and Eucharist; to reinvigorate our devotion to Holy Mass 
and Eucharistic adoration; and to draw others to the  
realization that Jesus is here right now! 
 

Our parish is planning specific events and  
teachings which we will list on our website and 
bulletin. Check back throughout the year since 
dates and times may change. Scan the QR 
code to the right using your phone camera to 
link to the webpage or visit: hcscchurch.org. 
 

We currently offer the ‘Mass in Slow Motion’ series by 
Msgr. Pope, and will continue throughout the year. This is a 
twenty-two part series explaining the parts of the Mass and 
the relevance of everything within the liturgy. We have  
copies in the bulletin and on our website. 
 

NEW! Visit our ‘Eucharistic Miracles’ exhibits in the rear of 
the sanctuary. 

PRAYERS FOR THE DEAD: One of 
the spiritual works of mercy is to pray 
for the dead. November is the 
Church’s traditional month to pray for 
our deceased friends and family. Mass will be celebrated 
every other day for the Poor Souls. To include your 
relatives and friends, list their names on the All Souls 
Day envelope (included with tithing envelopes or in the rear 
of the church) and drop in the collection basket or the 
rectory office. A donation is not needed to submit names 
but is appreciated. The envelopes are placed on the altar 
throughout the month of November. FAITH DIRECT 
USERS: If you tithe via Faith Direct, email your names to 
hcscstaff@hcscchurch.org or call 202-546-1885. 

The Church in the United States is greatly blessed by the 
contributions of black Catholics and their legacy of  
holiness. These men and women lived lives that are worthy 
of our study and emulation. Over the next two weeks in the 
bulletin, we will introduce you to the lives of the six black 
Catholics from the United States whose causes are under 
formal consideration by the Catholic Church for  
canonization. Explore how these six people provided a 
model of holiness for all Catholics and people of good will. 
Venerable Pierre Toussaint, Venerable Henriette Delille, 
Venerable Father Augustus Tolton, Venerable Mother Mary 
Lange, Servant of God Julia Greeley, and Servant of God 
Sister Thea Bowman are sources of inspiration for us all. 
All Catholics of every race can learn a great deal from 
these holy men and women. By their stories of faith and 
virtue, they show us how to respond to the call to holiness, 
bringing healing, reconciliation, and peace to our wounded 
nation and world. Let us continue to pray together for them 
and the cause for canonization. 

Black Catholic History Month 2023 

THE HCSC ADVENT FAMILY DAY—Sun., 
Dec. 3

rd
 following the 11am Mass at the  

Center City Public Charter School (15
th
 & E. 

Capitol Sts, SE). Come and bring the family for 
lunch, sessions designed for both youth and 

adults and a fun fellowship as we prepare for the season of 
Advent and the birth of our Savior. The event is FREE. See 
flyer in bulletin or visit our website to RSVP! 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION / HOLY HOUR is 
held EVERY FRIDAY from 6—7PM in the 
sanctuary. This is a wonderful opportunity to gather 
and reflect in quiet prayer in the presence of the 
Blessed Sacrament. Confessions are also heard 
during the holy hour. 
 

HOLY HOUR INTENTION (11/17): We pray for the 
repose of the souls of the deceased members of the 
Hospitality or Ushers Ministry. 

YOUTH CHRISTMAS PAGEANT: The 
Youth Ministry needs youth actors for our 
Annual Youth Christmas Pageant held on 
Christmas Eve (12/24) at the 6:00pm  
Family Mass. Youth of all ages are  
welcome! We also need adults to help with 

costumes, set design, and technical logistics. Contact: 
Nicki Gebrehiwot at youthdirector@hcscchurch.org. 

HCSC MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT  
MINISTRY: Our parish has formed a  
marriage ministry for those who are married 
or contemplating marriage. It is a forum of 

food and fellowship with both secular and spiritual discus-
sion among the couples. The ministry meets once a month 
on the 3

rd
 Saturday after the 4:30pm Mass in the rectory  

basement. Our next fellowship is Sat., Nov. 18
th

. Sounds  
interesting? Contact Deacon Flagg at jpflaggII@gmail.com. 

SAINT JOSEPH 2024 SUNDAY MISSALS 
HAVE ARRIVED and are available in the 
Candlelight Store and the rectory office. COST: 
$3 each. This missal is a companion guide 
for the Church year’s Sunday masses and 
includes all mass  readings. Limited supply.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



ADULT 2: 

AGE:

1
2
3

Advent Family Day
THE THREE COMINGS OF CHRIST

HCSC Advent Family Day Registration
ADULT 1: 

CONTACT  PHONE: CONTACT  EMAIL:

YOUTH 1:

YOUTH 2:

YOUTH 3:

GRADE:

GRADE:

GRADE:

AGE:

AGE:

Sunday, December 3, 2023
1:00-3:30 PM

C E N T E R  C I T Y  P U B L I C  C H A R T E R  S C H O O L  C A F E T E R I A
15TH & EAST CAPITOL STREETS, S.E. — PARKING IN LOT BEHIND SCHOOL

Join  the Holy Comforter-St. Cyprian Church parish family for an afternoon of food,
games, lessons and fellowship as we explore and celebrate the Season of Advent. 

Along with an adult session, we offer sessions for youth in pre-k thru high school.
Lunch is offered for those who RSVP by Nov. 28th!

3 Ways to RSVP
Fill out the form at bottom, detach and drop it into the collection basket or

rectory office

Call the rectory office at 202-546-1885 or email your RSVP info to 
hcscstaff@hcscchchurch.org

Scan the QR code to RSVP online at hcscchurch.org

Add additional family members or friends on back of form



The Advent Season

The Three Comings of Christ

The season of Advent begins the Church’s liturgical year and encompasses the four
Sundays (and weekdays) leading up to the celebration of Christmas or the Nativity of

Our Lord. The term "Advent" means a coming or arrival.  As we begin this Advent  
season during the ‘Year of the Eucharist’ , we will focus on how Christ comes to us. 

A focus on his first coming at the incarnation seems obvious to us, with Christmas so
near. But there is also a focus, especially in early Advent, on the Second Coming of

Christ at the end of the world. However, between the first and second coming of Christ
there is a "middle" or kind of "third" coming that flows from his first coming and
prepares us for his second coming. This middle or "third coming" is his on-going

presence with us in the Holy Eucharist. 
We have the Eucharist because of his first coming to us in the flesh. The Eucharist also
prepares us for Jesus' second coming by being a source of holiness for us and food for
our journey. Let's consider these "three comings" of Christ and realize the treasure of

it all! 

We pray this family day will help you and your family to embrace the Season of Advent
and truly appreciate how it brings us closer to the Lord especially in the Holy

Eucharist. Come and hear how you can have a blessed and holy Advent season.

 

http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year/christmas/index.cfm


 

The Greeting by the Celebrant 

This is a series on the Mass explaining the meaning and history of what we do each Sunday. This series of flyers is an attempt to add 
insight and understanding to our celebration of the Sacred Liturgy. You are also invited to learn more by attending Sunday School classes 
for adults which take place in the school cafeteria each Sunday from 9:45 am. to 10:45 am. 

This series will follow the Mass in order.  

The celebrant standing at the Chair greets the assembled people in one of the 
following ways:  
1. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
2. The grace and peace of God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you. 
3. The Lord be with you. 

4. Peace be with you. (Only Bishops may use this greeting). 

In each case the people respond: “And with your spirit.” 

As is often the case, we hear them so often we miss the point! But through 

his greeting the priest declares to the assembled community that the Lord is 

present! The greeting and the congregation’s response expresses the mystery 

of the gathered Church and that Christ Jesus is among us. For, as the Lord 

says in the Scripture, “Where two or three are gathered in my Name, there 

am I in the midst of them. (Mt. 18:20) The greeting ritual is both theological 

and descriptive. Something powerful and wonderful has just been told to us. 

Therefore, informal additions by the clergy such as “Good Morning 

everyone” are not called for or helpful here. To announce to us that the Lord and his grace are both present and 

available to us is far better than some colloquial form of “hello,” or remarks about the weather or the progress of the 

local sports team. We need to grasp the significance of what is taking place to see how inappropriate such light banter 

is at this moment. 

 

We are not just in any gathering, we are with the Lord and He with us, and his grace and mercy are available to us! 

Indeed and in fact the Lord is present and ministering to us.  The ritual (or rules for the priest, known as the General 

Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM)), does allow for the celebrant to add some introductory remarks after the 

greeting: After the greeting of the people, the priest…may very briefly introduce the faithful to the Mass of the day 

(GIRM # 50). Notice the purpose of such remarks is to draw the faithful more fully into the feast they are celebrating 

or perhaps to announce the basic theme of the readings that are about to be read, or perhaps the mystery of the 

Eucharist that is about to unfold. Here again light banter about extraneous matters seems out of place. Rather, that 

the Lord is present and he is ministering to us and unfolding for us the mystery of his Grace is the most basic tone 

of this moment of greeting. 

 

History – Originally it seems the Roman rite began simply with the readings. This was probably reflective of the very 

small congregations, which gathered in homes or other places. There was little need for a formal greeting. However, 

as the Church emerged from persecution and communities became larger, and processions longer, a greeting of some 

kind became more of a necessity.  St. Augustine mentions in the City of God 22:8 “Salutavi populum” (I greeted the 

people) as he began Mass. Likewise, in solemn functions of the 7th century the first thing that happened when the 

Pope reached the Altar was a series of greetings for the co- liturgists (much as in our present-day sign of peace).  But 

in the Middle Ages the greetings came more and more to be paired down while rites such as prayers at the foot of the 



 

 
 

altar and other introductory rites were added. In the Traditional Latin Mass, the greeting was a simple Dominus 

vobiscum (the Lord be with you) but it was not proclaimed to the congregation until after the Kyrie and Gloria and 

immediately before the opening prayer.  Today the greeting is restored but is still brief in nature. Further, the greetings 

include a richer drawing from the written greetings of Paul in the New Testament as well as the greeting by Jesus to 

his Apostles after his resurrection, “Peace be with you.” 

 

In November 2011, we began using a new English Translation of the Mass which changed the response of the people 

to the greeting from “and also with you” to the more traditional, “and with your spirit.” Some have objected to going 

back to the more traditional format. Why was this change made and why does it make sense? 

 

Flawed Premise? Most of the controversy around the issue is premised on a notion that the current expression “And 

also with you” is a more formal equivalent of “Same to you.” As if, when the Priest says “The Lord be with you” and 

the congregation were to respond “Same to you, Father.” But this is not really what is being said by the congregation 

or what is meant by the Latin response et cum spiritu tuo (and with your spirit).  

 

What really is being said? In effect, the expression et cum spiritu tuo (“and with 

your spirit”) is an acknowledgement by the congregation of the grace and presence 

of Christ, who is active and operative in the spirit or soul of the celebrant. Christ’s 

Spirit is present in the priest in a unique way in virtue of his ordination. The 

celebrant is acting “in the person of Christ;” Christ Jesus is present and active in 

him, working through him. 

 

Hence what the dialogue means is: 

 

• Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

• Congregation: We do in fact acknowledge the grace, presence and Spirit 

of Christ in your spirit. 

 

This understanding of the dialogue is mentioned by one of the early Fathers of 

Church. St. John Chrysostom wrote: 

 

If the Holy Spirit were not in our Bishop [referring to Bishop Flavian of Antioch] when he gave the peace to all shortly before 

ascending to his holy sanctuary, you would not have replied to him all together, “And with your spirit.” This is why you reply 

with this expression…. reminding yourselves by this reply that he who is here does nothing of his own power, nor are the offered 

gifts the work of human nature, but it is the grace of the Spirit present and hovering over all things which prepared that mystic 

sacrifice. (Chrysostom, Pentecost Homily) 

 

To conclude, the greeting by the celebrant is no mere “hello, everybody.” It is a declaration that the Lord Jesus is in 

our midst, ministering to us and acting through the priest-celebrant. 
 

 

 

 

  Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Catholic Church  

1357 East Capitol Street, S.E. 

Washington, D.C. 20003 

 202-546-1885  www.hcscchurch.org 

Mass schedule: Sundays: 8 am, 9:30 am, 11 am & 7 pm; Saturdays: 8 am & 4:30 pm; Daily: 7 am in the chapel 

http://www.hcscchurch.org/
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In Memory of

Our Deceased Members 

HCSC
Holy Name Society

 

Knights of Columbus

  
 NOW HIRING

SALES
REPRESENTATIVE

Join Our Family ~ Diocesan.com/Careers

PUT  YOUR 
FAITH 

TO WORK.
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