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Venerable Henriette  Delille was born in New Or leans, LA, in 1813 to Mar ie-Josèphe “Pouponne” 
Díaz, a free woman of color, and Jean-Baptiste Lille Sarpy, a native of France. Her parents were 
united as part of the plaçage system wherein European men had common law marriages with African 
American and Creole women. Henriette was trained in French literature, music and dancing with the 
expectation that she too would find a plaçage partner. Instead, Henriette rallied against the plaçage 
system and was drawn to the Catholic Church, in particular to Sister Mathe Fontier who opened a 
school for girls of color in New Orleans. She began teaching at a Catholic school when she was 14, 
caring for and educating the poor. This educational work led her to found a small 
congregation of nuns named the Sisters of the Presentation. Together the group of 
Creole women cared for the sick and poor, and educated both free and enslaved 

children and adults. They also opened America’s first Catholic home for the elderly. In 1837 the religious 
order received formal recognition, and in 1842 they changed their name to Sisters of the Holy Family. The 
sisters’ legacy includes caring for the sick during the Yellow Fever epidemic and running parochial schools. 
They remain active today. To learn more: visit henriettedelille.com or scan the QR code. 

 

Venerable Fr. Augustus Tolton was born a slave to parents, Peter and Martha, in Missouri. His family 
escaped slavery: Peter fled and joined the Union Army, and Martha escaped with their children to the 
free state of Illinois. Once in Illinois, the family, including Augustus’ mother and siblings, worked for a 
tobacco company. There Augustus met Father Peter McGirr, an Irish immigrant priest who helped him 
attend St. Peter’s parochial school during the winter months. Allowing an African American child into 
the school was met with great resistance, but Father McGirr continued to advocate for Augustus and 
allowed him to continue his education. Augustus desired to be a priest, but was rejected by every 
American seminary. Father McGirr continued to advocate for him, and eventually Augustus was able to 
study in Rome. He graduated from St. Francis Solanus College and attended Pontifical Urbaniana 
University. Tolton was ordained to the priesthood in Rome in 1886 at age 31, making him the first 
Black Roman Catholic priest in the U.S. His first public Mass was in St. Peter’s 

Basilica on Easter Sunday in 1886. He returned to Quincy, IL, where he still faced challenges and opposition 
due to racism. He was eventually assigned to Chicago. There he led the development of “negro national 
parish,” St. Monica’s Catholic Church. The parish grew from 30 parishioners to 600 with the construction of 
the new church building, and brought him national recognition. Saint Mother Katherine Drexel, an heiress, 
contributed financially to Father Tolton’s parish. He died while on retreat at the age of 43 on July 8, 1897. To 
learn more: visit tolton.archchicago.org or scan the QR code.  

 

Venerable Mary Elizabeth Lange was born in Cuba, in a Haitian community, in 1784. She 
immigrated to the U.S. in the early 1800s, eventually settling in Baltimore, MD. When she arrived in 
the city, the free African American population was growing rapidly. Despite the efforts of other 
religious organizations opening schools to meet this growing need, they could not keep up. Elizabeth 
saw this need and opened a school in her home to educate African American children. The trajectory 
of her life changed when she met Sulpician priest James Nicholas Joubert, S.S., a French native. He 
taught the catechism to African American children, but struggled to do so because many of the 
students were not good readers. A friend introduced him to Elizabeth and Marie Balas. Together they 
agreed to start a school for girls, and founded a new religious order. Their order, the 
Oblate Sisters of Providence, was the first religious congregation of women of 
African descent in the U.S. Elizabeth took the name “Sister Mary,” and became the 

order’s first religious superior. Together she and four other sisters founded a school, later known as St. 
Frances Academy, which is still in operation today. Despite fighting against racism and poverty, the Oblate 
Sisters evangelized the black community through Catholic education, including classes for women and career 
training. They also established homes for widows and orphans, and aided the sick during the cholera 
epidemic. Lange died on February 3, 1882, at age 98. To learn more: visit motherlange.org or scan the QR 
code. 

 

Commemorating Black Catholic History Month in the United States 
Meet the Black Catholics on the Road To Sainthood 

Over the next two weeks, we will re-introduce the six black Catholics from the United States whose causes are under formal
consideration for canonization in the Catholic Church. We provide a quick synopsis on their lives but encourage you to visit
their websites to learn more about their lives of holiness and dedication to the Catholic church amidst racism and many other
challenges. This week we explore the lives of three of the candidates.

https://www.thecatholictelegraph.com/fr-augustus-tolton-former-african-american-slave-advances-toward-sainthood/57970
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Our Mission Statement:   
Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Roman Catholic Church, 
empowered by the Holy Spirit, exists to evangelize and to 
uphold Christian values by promoting the teachings of the 
Church in Word, Sacrament and Witness. 
 

Our Vision Statement:   
A welcoming, embracing and joyful faith family richly 
rooted in the community today, tomorrow and forever.  

Readings This Weekend: 
Ezekiel  47:1-2, 8-9,12   1 Corinthians 3:9c-11,16-17   John  2:13-22 

Readings Next Weekend:  
Malachi  3:19-20a         2 Thessalonians  3:7-12           Luke  21:5-19 

Daily Readings for the Week     

Monday:      Wisdom  1:1-7               Luke 17:1-6 

Tuesday:        Wisdom   2:23-3:9            Luke 17:7-10 

Wednesday:  Wisdom  6:1-11            Luke 17:11-19 

Thursday:  Wisdom  7:22b-8:1                       Luke 17:20-25 

Friday:   Wisdom 13:1-9                              Luke 17:26-37 

Saturday:         Wisdom 18:14-16,19:6-9   Luke 18:1-8 

Monday (11/10)  
7:15pm Young Adult Bible Study 

 

Tuesday (11/11) Veteran’s Day 

Rectory Office Closed 

7:00 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal 
 

 

 

Wednesday (11/12) 
6:00pm Confessions 

7:00pm Evening Mass 

7:30pm Adult Bible Study (Zoom) 
 

Friday (11/14)   
6:00pm Holy Hour Adoration 

THIS WEEK AT THE PARISH 

Sunday, November 9    32nd  Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:00am Sharon Graham  

9:30am Mary Harris Freeman  
11:00am William Alfred Barnes (B’day—11/5)  

7:00pm For the Souls of those who died in Hurricane Melissa 

Monday, November 10 St. Leo the Great, Pope & Dr. of the Church 

7:00am    For the Poor Souls 

Tuesday, November 11  St. Martin of Tours, Bishop 

7:00am Dolores Gorham (B’day)  

Wednesday, November 12 St. Josaphat, Bishop & Martyr  
7:00am  For the Poor Souls 

7:00pm    Elizabeth Lindsey   

Thursday,  November 13 Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini, Virgin 

7:00am   Beatrice Edelin (B’day—11/7)   

Friday, November 14   
7:00am    For the Poor Souls  
Saturday, November 15 St , Albert the Great, Bishop & Dr. of the Church 
8:00am   Deceased Members Boland & Lorch Families   
4:30 pm   Annise Louise Barnes (B’day)  

 MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

Stay Connected 

MASS INTENTIONS: It is a spiritual work of mercy to 
pray for others, both living and deceased. To offer Mass for a 
friend or family member (deceased or living), contact the 
office at 202-546-1885 or hcscstaff@hcscchurch.org. The 
customary stipend is $10 per intention.  

 

OUR CHURCH SANCTUARY IS OPEN FROM 
8AM—8PM every day for you to come in for  
private prayer. Consider spending quiet, personal 
prayers time in the presence of our Lord.  

 Visit our website   -   hcscchurch.org 

 Subscribe to Flocknote to receive emails and updates: 
              1. Text HCSC to 84576      OR 

              2. Visit https://hcscchurch.flocknote.com/  
 Download the MyParishApp to your mobile phone and 

turn on notifications to receive parish updates. 
 Follow us on social media:  

Facebook.com/HCSCChurch hcsc_church  

Consider a few teachings about the Church 
on this Feast of St. John Lateran, which is 
the Pope’s Cathedral in Rome, and therefore 
the mother-church of all Catholics. First 
there is the Scandal of the Church. It is 
shocking to think that the Lord would have 

entrusted such a critical mission as saving souls to weak 
human beings. But he did. He wrote no book. He left a 
Church, with 12 apostles to tell us what he said and did. 
But next consider the Surety of the Church by 
remembering too that He prays for us, and sent his Holy 
Spirit to ensure that the truth was spoken and retained. 
Then too ponder the Sanctity of the Church. Now the Church is not 
holy because you or I am in it. Frankly, the Church is holy more in 
spite of our membership. No, the Church is holy because 
Jesus is the Head of the Body, the Church and his Holy 
Spirit dwells in the Church. Finally, consider the Church 
Simply. The scripture today does not tell us to go to a distant land 
to find the Church. Rather, we are reminded that we are the 
Church, that we are a temple of the Holy Spirit. Of course, I am 
not the Church all by myself and neither are you. The Church 
is Christ, and we are members of his body, needing him 
and one another. But the Church is near because Christ is 
near and the Church is Christ, head and members together. 

  

Mass Attendance—November 2, 2025 
 

   4:30pm  31 

   8:00am  94 

   9:30am  35 

   11:00am     156 

   7:00pm  80 

  Total:        396 

 

For where two or three come together in my name,  
I am there with them.  Matthew 18:20  

FAITH DIRECT is now PARISHSOFT 
GIVING! If you are using Faith  
Direct for your electronic tithing, you 
should have received notification of 

the recent migration to ParishSOFT Online Giving. The 
new platform offers more options then the previous   
platform. Make sure you visit the new platform. For new donors 
wanting to use electronic tithing, here are 3 ways to sign up:  
 

1. Scan the QR code to the right   

2. Text ‘Enroll’ to 301-478-8900  
3. Visit: giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/FD-59 

 

This service is FREE and SECURE. You can have 
your tithes automatically deducted weekly, monthly or 
a one-time gift/donation using your bank, credit card or other. Ques-
tions? Contact Kim Peaks (202-546-1885 or kpeaks@hcscchurch.org).  

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION is held EVERY FRIDAY from 
6—7PM in the sanctuary. Gather and reflect in quiet 
prayer in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament. 

    Dedication Of The Lateran Basilica



 

 

 

Parish Life  

YEAR OF THE JUBILEE 2025—The late Pope Francis 
declared 2025 as a Jubilee Year and our parish has the 
honor of being a Jubilee site. Special blessings are  
available to all who attend or visit here seeking Jubilee 
graces. The theme is Pilgrims of Hope and emphasizes the 
journey of faith and the importance of hope in overcoming 
life's challenges. See flyer in rear of church for details. 

Year of the Jubilee 2025 

WEDNESDAY EVENING CONFESSION & MASS is held 
every week with confessions heard 
from 6-6:45PM and Mass at 7PM. During 
this Year of the Jubilee, this is an  
opportunity for us to gather as a  
community mid-week and celebrate the 
Sacrifice of the Mass along with an  
opportunity for the Sacrament of  
Reconciliation. Spread the word to others! 

Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Roman Catholic Church  
1357 East Capitol Street, SE, WDC 20003  

202.546.1885  www.hcscchurch.org  
 

Rev. Msgr. Charles Pope, Pastor  (pastor1@hcscchurch.org) 
Rev. Patrick Aboagye, Parochial Vicar (sirpatrick2@gmail.com) 

Deacon James P. Flagg II, Permanent Deacon (jpflaggll@gmail.com) 
 

For information on membership, sacraments and funerals contact rectory 
staff at hcscstaff@hcscchurch.org or 202.546.1885.  
 

Mass Times: Saturday 8AM & 4:30PM (vigil)  
 Sunday 8AM, 9:30AM, 11AM and 7PM  
 Weekdays Mon—Fri: 7AM (8AM on holidays)  
 Wednesdays Evening Mass at 7PM (confessions 6PM) 
 

Rectory Office Hours: 
 Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday: 10AM—6PM  
 Thursday, Saturday & Sunday:  Closed 

BIBLE STUDIES AT HCSC 
 

YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY: Mondays at 7PM 
in the rectory w/Msgr. Charles Pope. 
 

FRIENDLY SENIORS BIBLE STUDY: held the  
second and fourth Tuesday of every month at 10:30AM 
in the chapel. Deacon James Flagg is the facilitator.  
 

WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY: held every 
Wednesday via Zoom at 7:15PM w/Msgr. Charles Pope. 
Sign up at hcscchurch.flocknote.com to receive Zoom link.  

In observance of Veterans Day, the rectory 
office will be closed Tuesday, November 
11th.  
 

 

We ask blessings on those who served and have served 
our country in the armed forces. We ask for healing for 

veterans wounded in body and soul. We pray especially for 
the men and women in active combat coming home with 

injured bodies and traumatized spirits. Bring solace to 
them, O Lord. We pray for them when they cannot pray. 
Have mercy on all our veterans from wars all across the 

globe. Bring peace to their hearts and peace to the regions 
they fought in. Bless all the soldiers who served in non-

combative posts. May their calling to serve continue in their 
lives. Give us creative vision to see a world that, growing 

weary with fighting, moves to affirming the life of every human 
being beyond war. Through Christ our Lord.  

PRAYERS FOR THE DEAD—One of the 
spiritual works of mercy is to pray for the 
dead. During the month of November, it is 
traditional to pray for our deceased family/friends. A Mass 
is celebrated every other day during November for the 
Poor Souls. To include your family/friends, please list their 
names on the All Souls Day envelope (included with tithing 
envelopes or in rear of the church) and drop in the 
collection basket or at the rectory office. A donation is not 
needed to submit names but is appreciated. Envelopes with 
the names are placed on the altar for the month of November. 

The Church recognizes November as Black Catholic  
History Month to commemorate the rich history and proud 
heritage of Black Catholics in the United States. We  
celebrate the contributions that African and African  
Americans have made and continue to make to our Church. 
It is a unique opportunity to share, learn, and celebrate this 
cultural part of the Catholic Church’s history. We will post 
events within the Archdiocese of Washington in this bulletin. 
 Join with others on a pilgrimage of remembrance to  
at Sacred Heart Catholic Church & Cemetery in Bowie, MD 
on Sat., Nov.15th. Gather at 1:45PM and begin the  
Cemetery Walk at 2PM to honor and remember the  
enslaved people buried in unmarked graves. At 3PM, all 
will gather for a Circle of Remembrance to learn about the 
history and to listen to the voices of descendants of slavery, 
whose ancestors are buried in the sacred grounds. Praise 
and worship begins at 4PM followed by Mass which will be 
presided over by Cardinal Robert McElroy, Archbishop of 
Washington, at 4:30PM. For additional info, contact the 
OCDO at culturaldiversity@adw.org or (301) 853-5335.  
Pick-up flier in rear of church for more info on the Mass. 

Black Catholic History Month 2025 

33rd INTERNATIONAL WEEK OF PRAYER 
& FASTING—Nov. 15-23—Theme: Mercy & 
Healing for the Jubilee Year of Hope—Join us 
for 9 days of Mass, Prayer, Fasting, Rosary & 
Adoration at the Basilica of the National Shrine 
of the Immaculate Conception. Event will also 
be livestreamed.  For details and to register 
visit:  iwopf.org. Questions? 888-478-PRAY or 

email: info@iwopf.org. In collaboration with Legion of Mary. 

SAINT JOSEPH’S MISSALS for 2026 are available for 
$3.50 in the Candlelight Store and rectory office. 
This missal is a companion guide for the Church 
year of Sunday masses. Limited supply! 

THANK YOU to all who volunteered and attended our 
first (and hopefully annual) O’ Hallowed Night celebration. 
Close to 100 ‘souls’ were in attendance—many in  
costumes of their favorite Saint. A fun and faithful time was 
had by all! 

               Dedication of the Lateran Basilica



TO: HCSC DONORS CURRENTLY USING FAITH DIRECT ELECTRONIC TITHING PLATFORM 

At the beginning of October, Faith Direct electronic tithing platform transitioned to ParishSOFT Online 

Giving. The vendor indicated that emails were sent to donors regarding the upcoming transition. 

Unfortunately it appears that the emails may have been overlooked by the donors or possibly not even 

received. This was an unintentional oversight on communicating this new information to the donors. 

We have been working with the vendor to rectify the issue and make sure everyone is brought up to 

date on the new platform that is being used for your electronic tithing. Please be assured that this is 

not an issue with the security of your electronic tithing account but a confusion in the transition of data 

to the new platform. 
 

Our parish distributed information via our bulletin over the last couple of weeks highlighting the 

transition issue and updating the users. Here is a recap of what occurred (in case you were not aware): 

the transition from Faith Direct to ParishSOFT Online Giving took place but some donors who were 

having their tithes deducted twice a month or once-a-month noticed that their deductions were 

performed weekly. The total amount the donor pledged for the month was instead broken down into 

weekly deductions. It was the same monthly amount but equally divided across the weeks of the 

month. 
 

After discussing the issue with ParishSOFT, it was determined that those who had previously selected 

twice a month deductions will not have that option on this new platform. The donor can either have 

their tithes deducted once a month or weekly. Hopefully, one of these two options will work for our 

parishioners. ParishSOFT Online Giving does offer other options on how you can pay (Paypal, Apple 

Pay, Google Pay, etc.) and even allows you to set the exact date you want to pay if you are monthly or 

weekly. The new platform is more flexible and will hopefully work better for our donors. 
 

NOTE: It is highly suggested that you log into your account using the following link: 

https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/FD-59 

You can set up the deduction of your tithes to what works for your financial situation.  

 

Step 1 - When you FIRST visit the above link, select SIGN IN and use the email address that was used 

when you set up your Faith Direct account. 

Step 2 - select Forgot Password? so that you can set up another password for this new login. The above 

link will be the new login for your tithing account. You should bookmark it for future reference. There 

are a few donors who did not indicate an email address in Faith Direct and we will reach out to them 

in another manner. 
 

If you have questions about the process or find that you cannot log in using this link, please contact 

ParishSOFT Online Giving at 1-866-930-4774 ext. 6 (donor management).  
 

This platform is also new to our parish staff and we are learning the process just like you and it would 

be best if you contact the vendor for your initial questions regarding your account. Of course, if you 

have a concern and you still want to speak with our staff at the rectory, contact Kimberly Peaks at 202-

546-1885 or kpeaks@hcscchurch.org. 
 

We hope the above information will help rectify the confusion. Thank you for your generosity to this 

parish community and we apologize for any challenges this transition may have caused.  

mailto:kpeaks@hcscchurch.org


 
 

 

MASS INTENTIONS: Praying for those who have died is a Work of Mercy 

(A teaching from Msgr. Charles Pope) 

What is the value of one prayer? I suspect it is far greater than any of us imagine. Prayer changes things, 
sometimes in obvious ways, but more often in subtle and even paradoxical ways. But prayer is surely 
important, even when we don’t experience its immediate effects. Perhaps this is why Jesus taught us to pray 
always and never to lose heart (cf Luke 18:1). St. Paul echoed this with the simple exhortation, “Pray 
without ceasing” (1 Thess 5:17). St. James also warned, “You have not because you ask not” (James 4:2). 

Praying for the living is a great and wondrous spiritual work of mercy; its value is beyond that of gold 
or pearls. What is the value of one prayer? The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man is powerful in in 

its effects (James 5:16). Prayer can avert war, bring healing, cause conversion, bestow peace and serenity, 
and call down mercy—sweet, necessary, and beautiful mercy. Prayer is a treasure of inestimable value. 

Perhaps one of the greatest joys of Heaven will be seeing how much of a difference our prayers made, 
even the distracted and perfunctory ones. Maybe our simple utterance at the end of a decade of the rosary 
to “Save us from the fires of Hell” and to “Lead all souls to Heaven” will reach the heart of one lost soul, 
prompting him to answer the gentle call of God to return. Imagine that in Heaven that very sinner comes 
up to you and says, “Though we never met, your prayer reached me and God applied His power to me.” 
Imagine the joy of many such meetings in Heaven. Imagine, too, whom you will joyfully thank for their 
prayers, people you know and some you never met. But they prayed and the power of their prayers reached 
you. 

While the value of praying for the living is not widely disputed, praying for the dead is a spiritual 

work of mercy that has suffered in recent decades. Too many Catholics today “miss a step” when a loved 
one dies. There are often immediate declarations that the deceased is “in Heaven” or “in a better place.” 
But Scripture doesn’t say that we go right to Heaven when we die. No, indeed. First, there is a brief stopover 
at the judgment seat of Christ. 

The Letter to the Hebrews says, It is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment  
(Heb 9:27). St. Paul writes, For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us 

may receive what is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad (2 Cor 5:10). 

Our deceased loved ones go to the judgment seat of Christ, and that is worth praying about! 

WHY DO CATHOLICS 

DO THAT? 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/18
http://www.usccb.org/bible/1thessalonians/5
http://www.usccb.org/bible/james/4
http://www.usccb.org/bible/james/5
http://www.usccb.org/bible/hebrews/9


What is the judgment for those who lived faithful lives? In such cases, the 
judgment is not merely about the ultimate destination of Heaven or Hell. The 
judgment would seem to be “Is My work in you complete?” 

Indeed, the Lord has made all of us a promise: You therefore must be perfect, 

as your heavenly Father is perfect (Mat 5:48). Such a beautiful promise! Yet most 
of us know that we are not in such a state now. If we were to die today it is clear 
that much work would still be required. Thus when we send our faithful loved 
ones to judgment, although we send them with hope, we are aware that finishing 
work may be necessary. Purgation and purification are necessary before entering 
Heaven, of which scripture says, “Nothing impure will ever enter it” (Rev 21:27). 

Again, this is worth praying about. It is a great work of mercy we can extend to our deceased loved 

ones, to remember them with love and to pray, in the words of St. Paul, “May God who has begun a good 

work in you bring it to completion” (Phil 1:6). Pray often for the souls in Purgatory. Surely there are joys 
there for them, knowing that they are on their way to Heaven, but there are also sufferings that purgation 
must cause. St. Paul says of Purgatory, “Each one’s work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose 

it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. If the work 

that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. If anyone’s work is burned up, 

he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire “ (1 Cor 3:13-15). Yes, there is 
fire, but thank God it is a healing fire. There are tears, too, for Scripture says (regarding the dead) that Jesus 
“will wipe every tear from their eyes” (Rev 21:4). 

How consoling and merciful our prayers must seem to our beloved who have died! Our prayers must 
seem like a gentle wind that speeds them along, onward and upward toward Heaven! 

Praying for the dead, then, is the last and greatest spiritual work of mercy. By the grace of it, and 
through its help, souls attain the glory God has prepared for them from the foundation of the world. 

Mass intentions are offered at every Mass celebrated in our 

parish (daily, weekends and Holy days). They are listed in the 
weekly bulletin. Contact the rectory office at 202-546-1885 or 
hcscstaff@hcscchurch.org. We will try and accommodate your 
request for the date you prefer if it is available. You can place as 
many intentions as you would like. Some families will provide us 
with a list of their intentions for the entire year (in memory of, 

birthdays, anniversaries, etc.). Usually a small donation ($10 per 
intention) is attached to your request as a way for the one requesting 
the Mass to share in the Sacrifice of Praise. However, it is a 
donation, not a fee. Sometimes due to lack of income or other 
reasons, the monetary donation may not possible or  
appropriate and we certainly understand these situations.  
 

MASS CARDS: If you are submitting a mass intention, you may 
want to send a Mass card to the family indicating the date/time of 
the mass. Please request a Mass card when you place your intention 
with us. We can mail it for you to the family or you can have it 
mailed to you or you can pick it up from the rectory office. 
  

Some of our parish families will put an ad in the back of the bulletin for a family member or members. This 
intention will be on every bulletin for the entire year. Contact the rectory office if you are interested in 
submitting any of the above types of Mass intentions. Thank you. 

How to offer a Mass 

Intention at our 

Parish 

 

 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/5
http://www.usccb.org/bible/revelation/21
http://www.usccb.org/bible/philippians/1
http://usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/3
http://www.usccb.org/bible/revelation/21
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