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HOLY COMFORTER-SAINT CYPRIAN ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH JANUARY 4, 2026
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD | FAITH DIRECT is now PARISHSOFT

ML
- - e ONLINE GIVING! The two platforms
Readings This Weekend: recently merged. ParishSOFT offers

Isaiah 60:1-6 EpheSianS 3:2'3,5'6 Matthew 2:1-12 more options then the previous p|atform

Readings Next Weekend: but there may have been some changes to your account. Visit the
Isaiah 42:1-4,6-7  Acts10:34-38 Matthew 3:13-17 new platform at the link below and login using the email you used
(T The Wise Men in today’s Gospel seek to for It-'_althtDlrect alnitrRE'sE'-trh' yourh passworg. For new donors ntew donors
aworp \ | understand the light of the star and come to wanting 1o use electronic tning, here aré 5 ways 1o sign up:
FROM THE | | understand the light of the world, Jesus. Notice 1. Scan the QR code to the right = [m] R [m]
STOR Y first their Journey. God summons them by the 2. Text ‘Enroll’ to 301-478-8900 2o e
— star to seek him and they set out. A lot of folks 3. Visit: giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/FD-59 fx
follow movie stars or sports stars. What star are you This service is FREE and SECURE. You can have [&]
following? Is it Jesus? The Wise Men’s journey is not an your tithes automatically deducted weekly, monthly or
easy one. Travel was always difficult and dangerous in the a one-ime gift/donation using your bank, credit card or other.
ancient world. Next, notice the Jeopardy they encounter. Questions? Kim Peaks 202-546-1885 or kpeaks@hcscchurch.org.

As they arrive in Israel two things threaten to misdirect their
mission. First, there are Sleepy Saints. As they arrive in Stay Con nected

Jerusalem the Wise Men expect to find wild celebration.

But the town seems quite sleepy. And when Herod, who e Visit our website - hcscchurch.org
strangely knows nothing about the birth of a King, e Subscribe to Flocknote to receive emails and updates:
summons his religious leaders they rather sleepily give the 1. Text HCSC to 84576 OR
prophecies and show little or no enthusiasm. The Wise 2. Visit https://hcscchurch.flocknote.com/
Men could have been quite discouraged by this but they e Download the MyParishApp to your mobile phone and
persevere. The second threat they face is that Herod is turn on natifications to receive parish updates.
scheming to use them so that he can kill the child. This is e Follow us on social media:
surely not their mission and his secret scheme almost
renders them dupes but they are later warned. Finally, in ﬁ Facebook.com/HCSCChurch @J hcsc_church
this Gospel we see the Justification of the Wise Men.
Coming at last to Jesus the text says they worship him and Mass Attendance—December 21, 2025
offer him gifts. They also manifest conversion, for having 4:30pm 35
been warned of Herod's plot, they take another route 8:00am 58
home. That is, they change how they have been walking, 9:30am 29
they make a course correction, if you will. Praise God for 11:00am 188
the example of the Wise Men who journey to Christ, 7:00pm 48
despite jeopardy, and thus they find justification. Total: 358

For where two or three come together i my name,
| '|' MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK '|' | 1 am there with them. Matthew 18:20
Sunday, January 4 The Epiphany of the Lord NOTE: Due to the Christmas holiday, the
8:00am  Peter Riehle t bulletin had to be submitted early. Mass
9:30am  Mary Taylor + Attendance data for the weekend of December
11:00am John Nelson, Jr. 28" was not available at the time of submission.

7:00pm Wilma Rant t
Monday, January 5 Saint John Neumann, Bishop
7:00am Intentions of Sr. Mary Vandergeest, OSF

Updated figures will be posted next weekend.

Tuesday, January 6 Saint Andre Bessette, Religious THIS WEEK AT THE PARISH

7:00am Intentions of Gerry Counihan

Wednesday, January 7 Saint Raymond of Penyafort, Priest N!onday (1.15.) Chai V\_’edneSday (.1 7)

7:00am  Tyrone Adams + 6:30pm Ministry Chair Mtg 7:30pm Adult Bible Study (zoom)
7:00pm Donald Greenfield (B’day) t Tuesday (1/6) Friday (1/9)

Thursday, January 8 7:00pm Adult Choir rehearsal 6:00pm-— Adoration/ Holy Hour

7:00am Dolores Hawkins T

Friday, January 9

7:00am Joseph Middleton t

Saturday, January 10

8:00am For the People

4:30pmJ Intentions of Deacon Jessiah Rojas (B’day)

-1 MASS INTENTIONS: It is a spiritual work of mercy to
pray for others, both living and deceased. To offer Mass for
a friend or family member (deceased or living), contact the
= office at 202-546-1885 or hcscstaff@hcscchurch.org.
A The customary stipend is $10 per intention.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:

DAILY READINGS FOR THE WEEK Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Roman Catholic Church,
MONDAY: 1 JOHN 3:22-4:6 MATTHEW 4:12-17.23-25 empowered by the Holy Spirit, exists to evangelize and to
TUESDAY: 1 JOHN 4:7-10 MARK 6:34-44 ’ uphold Christian values by promoting the teachings of the
WEDNESDAY 1 JOHN 4:11-18 MARK 6:45-52 Church in Word, Sacrament and Witness.

THURSDAY 1 JOHN 4:19-5:4 LUKE 4:14-22 OUR VISION STATEMENT:
FRIDAY: 1 JOHN 5:5-13 LUKE 5:12-16 A welcoming, embracing and joyful faith family richly rooted
SATURDAY: 1 JOHN 5:14-21 JOHN 3:22-30 in the community today, tomorrow and forever.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

PARISH LIFE

" . o WHAT IS THE EPIPHANY?

- Epiphany isn't an everyday
Christian word like sin or
salvation. It comes from the
Greek word epiphainen, a
verb that means “to shine
upon,” “to manifest,” or “to
make known.” Thus, the
feast of the Epiphany celebrates the many ways
that Christ has made Himself known to the world,
mainly the three events that manifested the mission
and divinity of Christ:

¢ the visit of the Magi (Matthew 2:1-12),

¢ the baptism of Jesus (Mark 1:9-11),and

¢ the miracle at Cana (John 2:1-11).

The visit of the Magi (or Three Kings) is
emphasized on Epiphany Day, and Christ’s baptism
is celebrated the first Sunday that follows. The
miracle at Cana will be the gospel reading on January 18"
(which is the Sunday following the Baptism of the Lord).
Other names for Epiphany Day are Three Kings
Day, Twelfth Day, Theophany, and Little Christmas.
Epiphany commemorates the manifestation of God
to the world through Jesus Christ. The feast day of
the mamfestahon or Epiphany, is trad|t|onally
celebrated the 12" day of Christmas, January 6"
In the dioceses of the United States this feast has
been moved to the Sunday between Jan 2" and
January 8.

f “as w7 2026 WALL CALENDARS: available this
'%I weekend at Mass. Pick up calendar in the rear of

= /il the church or ask an usher. We have a limited

"~ supply so we kindly ask you to take only what

you need at this time and return next week to see if
there are extra remaining. We want to ensure that all

parishioners have an opportunity to receive a calendar.

HCSC YEAR-END CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS will
be prepared only upon request beginning Mon., Feb. 2,
2026. Statements will not be automatically mailed. You
must contact the rectory during office hours to request your
statement and have it either mailed or left at the rectory for
pick-up. NOTE: only cash donations (submitted in an envelope)
and checks payable to HCSC are included in your statement.

PARISH ONLINE GIVING YEAR-END STATEMENTS:
Since the transition from Faith Direct to Parish Online
Giving recently occurred, we are in the process of finding
out how they will distribute or make available your year-
end tithing statements. Please stay tuned for more details.

BIBLE STUDIES AT HCSC

b « YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY: Mondays at 7PM in
* the rectory w/Msgr. Charles Pope. Not meeting on Jan. 5"

i« FRIENDLY SENIORS BIBLE STUDY: held the
7ZL_% second and fourth Tuesday of every month at 10:30AM
in the chapel. Deacon James Flagg is the facilitator.

'« WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY: held every
“7= Wednesday via Zoom at 7:15PM w/Msgr. Charles Pope.
Sign up at hescchurch.flocknote.com to receive Zoom link.

Year of the Jubilee 2025 ‘3’
PILGRIMS OF HOPE M‘z

YEAR OF THE JUBILEE 2025—The late Pope Francis
declared 2025 as a Jubilee Year and our parish has the
honor of being a Jubilee site. Special blessings are
available to all who attend or visit here seeking Jubilee
graces. The theme is Pilgrims of Hope and emphasizes the
journey of faith and the importance of hope in overcoming
life's challenges. See flyer in rear of church for details.

ADW COMMEMORATION OF THE LEGACY
OF REV. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.:

The Roman  Catholic  Archdiocese  of
Washington will commemorate the legacy of |
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. with a Mass on |,
Sun. Jan. 18™ at 10:30AM at the Shrine of St.
Jude Thaddeus Catholic Church (12701 Veirs Mill Rd,
Rockville, MD 20853) with His Eminence Robert Cardinal
McElroy as the Principal Celebrant. The Church and the
Dream: Building Peace Through Justice has been
selected as the theme. All are welcome.

kai
3

‘ ATTENTION HCSC MINISTRY/ORGANIZATION
oo CHAIRS: Just a reminder for all chairs (or
Meeting  an appointed representatlve) of the meeting on

Reminde Mon., Jan. 5" at 6:30pm in the rectory. If
you mlssed the RSVP, call 202-546-1885.
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION or HOLY HOUR is
held EVERY FRIDAY from 6—7PM in the =
sanctuary. This Catholic devotion dates back to the
early days of the Church. During adoration, a
consecrated host is exposed, allowing us to sit

and pray in the true presence of Jesus Christ in
the Blessed Sacrament. Confessions are also heard at this tlme

OUR CHURCH SANCTUARY IS OPEN FROM
| 8BAM—8PM every day for you to come in for
private prayer. Consider spending quiet, personal
time in prayer and reflection. All are welcome.

HCSC PILGRIMAGE TO FATIMA, |
LOURDES & PARIS: Join with Msgr. ,_
Pope and other parishioners on a§
Marian pilgrimage on Nov. 2—13, 2026 §
to the sites listed above. The cost s
includes non-stop roundtrip flight from e : .
Dulles along with hotels, most meals, tour bus and gmdes
See flyer in rear of church for details.

HoLy COMFORTER-SAINT CYPRIAN ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
1357 East Capitol Street, SE, WDC 20003
202.546.1885 < www.hcscchurch.org

Rev. Msgr. Charles Pope, Pastor (pastori@hcscchurch.org)
Rev. Patrick Aboagye, Parochial Vicar (sirpatrick2@gmail.com)
Deacon James P. Flagg Il, Permanent Deacon (jpflaggll@gmail.com)
For information on membership, sacraments and funerals contact rectory
staff at hcscstaff@hcscchurch.org or 202.546.1885.
Mass TiMES: Saturday 8AM & 4:30PM (vigil)
Sunday 8AM, 9:30AM, 11AM and 7PM
Weekdays Mon—Fri: 7AM (8AM on holidays)
Wednesdays Evening Mass at 7PM (confessions 6PM)
RECTORY OFFICE HOURS:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday: 10AM—6PM
Thursday, Saturday & Sunday: Closed

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



What is Epiphany Water?

This Year, on the feast of the Epiphany, among the older
traditions was the blessing and distribution of
Epiphany water. Epiphany water is a specially blessed
holy water, considered exceptionally powerful in
Catholic tradition, blessed once a year on the eve of
Epiphany using a lengthy rite with powerful exorcisms
for the water and salt, intended to protect homes and
people from evil spirits. It acts as a strong sacramental
weapon against Satan.

In the Ancient Church, Epiphany was more than a
Sunday, it was a season known as Epiphanytide. This
period  celebrated  three  “epiphanies” (or
manifestations) of Christ: the visit of the Magi, Jesus’
baptism in the Jordan, and the Wedding Feast at Cana.

Blessed Epiphany water commemorates Jesus' baptism
and makes the water a potent tool for spiritual
protection and cleansing.

How it's Used:

Home Blessings: The faithful bring containers to the church to be blessed and then use it to
sprinkle their homes, often during the Epiphany Octave (the week after Epiphany).

Spiritual Protection: Used for blessing homes, fields, and people, it serves as a powerful
sacramental to ward off evil.

The Blessing Ceremony takes place on the vigil of the Feast of the Epiphany. A series of Psalms are
prayed and then water, salt, and often chalk, are all blessed with special prayers. The water and salt
are both exorcised, then blessed and then mixed together. The chalk is then blessed. Finally, the
Magnificat and Te Deum are prayed and sung.

On Epiphany Sunday the faithful are encouraged to take some of the Epiphany Water home as well
as a small amount of blessed chalk. They can use the chalk to inscribe the year and the names of the
Magi over the lintel of a door in the House. There is a ritual on the reverse side of the flyer.

Here at Holy Comforter - St. Cyprian you are encouraged to take some water and chalk which are
available in the back of the Church. Feel free to take some home and sprinkle it about your house in
blessing. It will drive any demons away. If you want use the chalk to inscribe your door, take some and
follow the instructions on the back of this flyer.

Happy Feast of the Epiphany!



Epiphany House Blessing

Gather in the front room of the house. Make the Sign of the Cross

Father/leader: Peace be in this home.
All: And to all who dwell herein.

Father/leader: Magi from the East came to Bethlehem to adore the Lord; and opening their treasure
chests they presented Him with precious gifts: gold for the great King, incense for the true God, and
myrrh in symbol of His burial. Alleluia.

The Father/Leader then sprinkles the home with the Epiphany holy water. During it, you may want
to all sing hymns such as We Three Kings or What Child Is This? At the conclusion all recite the Our
Father.

Father/leader: Let us pray. Bless, O Lord God almighty, this home, that in it there may be health, purity,
the strength of victory, humility, goodness and mercy, the fulfillment of Thy law, the thanksgiving to
God the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. And may this blessing remain upon this home
and upon all who dwell herein. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Now, inscribe with blessed chalk the
initials of the three kings over the
lintel of the doors, denoting the
century and year on either side, for
example: 20+ C+ M + B + 26, which
signifies 2026 ~A.D.,  Caspar,
Melchior, Balthasar and also
Christus Mansionem Benedicat,
which means “May Christ bless this
dwelling”!

Father: Let us pray. Hear us. O Holy Lord, Father Almighty, Eternal God, and send Thy Holy Angel
from Heaven to watch over, cherish, protect, be with, and defend all who live in this house. I call upon
Thy saints, Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar, to protect our family and this home from every harm and
danger, and I place the marks of their holy names over the doors of this home to remain there as a
constant reminder to us and to all who enter here that this house is truly a house of the Lord. Amen.



HJ T Wemary of LE
John N. Graham
Catherine E. Graham
Joan M. Graham
Ernestine C. Jackson
Sharon L. Graham

Family Owned & Operated
Stewart Funeral Home, Inc.
4001 Benning Road, NE
Washington, DC 20019
(202) 399-3600
www.StewartFuneralHome.com

Pre-Arrangement

Q%G}%m/yﬁ%&m@mdﬂd

o \GHTS OFCOLUM

Pope

Funeral Homes

Administrative Office
5540 Marlboro Pike
Forestville, MD 20747
(301) 568-4100

Metropolitan Region Chapel
4701 Lydell Road
Cheverly, MD 20781
(202) 583-5400

WD THE
www.popefuneralhomes.com Charles Ransome S r(og_
Owner
12011 Wimbleton St

Upper Marlboro, MD PRINTING

Forestville Chapel, P.A. DYNG M ITE TEES
5538 Marlboro Pike Sweatshirts, T-Shirts, Hats, Jackets &
Forestville, MD 20747 Tote Bags at a Price You Can Afford!
(301) 568-4100 301.218.0475 - C: 301.655.8659

In Loving
Memory of

‘WElemaél Miah
Darren Miah ¢

2 5,  REESE FUNERAL
£ REE&E"% PROFESSIONALS INC.

Complete Funeral Service
Chapel Facility ¢ Cremation
Serving DC, MD, and VA

Services are based on professionalism rather than cost, every service is designed to meet your personal budget.
We are dedicated to provide to our families financial assistance in their time of need.
“Our Commitment to Eternal Rest is Sacred, Paramount, and Foremost”

311 N. Patrick St. * Alexandria, VA 22314 « 703-646-9320
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Services Available
In Loving

' Memory of ' "

Janes A. awo Evzagern 6. Hi

Mo OTHA JOHN HAMER Il
Veaueue H. Howano "ETERNAL LOVE'
Yove Aways, ~Anna, Othalene, Lataunya,
The Family Betty - wife and mother
In Memory o In Loving Memory of
©8© oS ©%@ @ In Memory of The Deceased Jenifers:
Our Deceased Members Oscar, Mary, Helena, Bay, David,
OUR DECEASED |2 i e o e
1, HCSC SODALISTS iy
i . ) Still Loved, Still Missed
Holy Name Society %HCSC SODAUTY‘& & Very Dear, The Family
In zi/wém/ C%Zﬁmoly &% Our CBeloved IN LOV’NG
. Foenyon C. Jones | MEMORY OF
Austina H. Jones |Fon & Bather Anthony
v Tt ZQ;%W Maxwell Smart
Wi Love Youu AMaways | N, s s (Tony) s
Willie, Lawrence & Maria |& Vewita - - The Fami Iy

Qa?% .goxwmy QL)/%W o/ Q}n .80@/{’47 09@@047 0/
Lillian H. Myrick Mattie Barclay
Charles Myrick Sr. Helene Crutchfield
Leon (Tony) Myrick Edgell Fairfax

Lucy Myrick Elizabeth Fairfax
Lucy Jones Clyde Fairfax Sr.
Shirley Ann Jackson |Clyde (Guy) Fairfax Jr.
The Famnily The Family

In Memory of In Memory of

Winnie, Hump,
Ray, Will, Phil
Bertie Henny

In Lovm 1z
@ Memory 0 "\ | IN LOVING
Nannie E. MEMORREOR

Williams~5 Ayery
Love Always, 3 4
Dr. Sharon Lewis M U I’ p hy

and Brandon Lewis

| della barba pizza

February Special - 15% Off - New York Thin

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Sunday Only
Order Online, On Phone or On-Site
Promo Code: SaintCyprian
(202) 845-3033

dellabarbapizza.com

ADVERTISE

HERE

Promote your Business AND support your Parish.

Michelle Stehman ~ 717-774-8833
mstehman@diocesan.com

Damian A. Jones

Son, Brother, Father
We Love You Always

Willie & Gwendolyn Jones

QQ% .g)m»ﬂ@/y 091)@%0@/ 0/
Deceased
Members of
Macon Family
Holton Family
Johnson Family
Anderson Family

Always Remembered
and Loved

Get this bulletin
=

emailed to you
AN every week.

Simply go to
www.DM.CHURCH/3276
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