


HOLY COMFORTER-SAINT CYPRIAN ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH JANUARY 4, 2026

Our Mission Statement:
Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Roman Catholic Church,
empowered by the Holy Spirit, exists to evangelize and to
uphold Christian values by promoting the teachings of the
Church in Word, Sacrament and Witness.
Our Vision Statement:
A welcoming, embracing and joyful faith family richly rooted
in the community today, tomorrow and forever.

Readings This Weekend:
Isaiah 60:1-6 Ephesians 3:2-3,5-6 Matthew 2:1-12
Readings Next Weekend:
Isaiah 42:1-4,6-7 Acts10:34-38 Matthew 3:13-17

Daily Readings for the Week
Monday: 1 John 3:22-4:6 Matthew 4:12-17,23-25
Tuesday: 1 John 4:7-10 Mark 6:34-44
Wednesday 1 John 4:11-18 Mark 6:45-52
Thursday 1 John 4:19-5:4 Luke 4:14-22
Friday: 1 John 5:5-13 Luke 5:12-16
Saturday: 1 John 5:14-21 John 3:22-30

Monday (1/5)
6:30pm Ministry Chair Mtg

Tuesday (1/6)
7:00pm Adult Choir rehearsal

Wednesday (1/7)
7:30pm Adult Bible Study (zoom)
Friday (1/9)
6:00pm– Adoration/ Holy Hour

TTHHIISSWWEEEEKK AATT TTHHEE PPAARRIISSHH

Sunday, January 4 TheEpiphany of the Lord
8:00am Peter Riehle 
9:30am Mary Taylor 
11:00am John Nelson, Jr. 
7:00pm Wilma Rant 
Monday, January 5 Saint John Neumann, Bishop
7:00am Intentions of Sr. Mary Vandergeest, OSF
Tuesday, January 6 Saint Andre Bessette, Religious
7:00am Intentions of Gerry Counihan
Wednesday, January 7 Saint Raymond of Penyafort, Priest
7:00am Tyrone Adams 
7:00pm Donald Greenfield (B’day) 
Thursday, January 8
7:00am Dolores Hawkins 
Friday, January 9
7:00am Joseph Middleton 
Saturday, January 10
8:00am For the People
4:30pmJ Intentions of Deacon Jessiah Rojas (B’day)

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

The Epiphany Of The lord

SSttaayy CCoonnnneecctteedd
 Visit our website - hcscchurch.org
 Subscribe to Flocknote to receive emails and updates:

1. Text HCSC to 84576 OR
2. Visit https://hcscchurch.flocknote.com/

 Download the MyParishApp to your mobile phone and
turn on notifications to receive parish updates.

 Follow us on social media:

Facebook.com/HCSCChurch hcsc_church

The Wise Men in today’s Gospel seek to
understand the light of the star and come to
understand the light of the world, Jesus. Notice
first their Journey. God summons them by the
star to seek him and they set out. A lot of folks

follow movie stars or sports stars. What star are you
following? Is it Jesus? The Wise Men’s journey is not an
easy one. Travel was always difficult and dangerous in the
ancient world. Next, notice the Jeopardy they encounter.
As they arrive in Israel two things threaten to misdirect their
mission. First, there are Sleepy Saints. As they arrive in
Jerusalem the Wise Men expect to find wild celebration.
But the town seems quite sleepy. And when Herod, who
strangely knows nothing about the birth of a King,
summons his religious leaders they rather sleepily give the
prophecies and show little or no enthusiasm. The Wise
Men could have been quite discouraged by this but they
persevere. The second threat they face is that Herod is
scheming to use them so that he can kill the child. This is
surely not their mission and his secret scheme almost
renders them dupes but they are later warned. Finally, in
this Gospel we see the Justification of the Wise Men.
Coming at last to Jesus the text says they worship him and
offer him gifts. They also manifest conversion, for having
been warned of Herod’s plot, they take another route
home. That is, they change how they have been walking,
they make a course correction, if you will. Praise God for
the example of the Wise Men who journey to Christ,
despite jeopardy, and thus they find justification.

FAITH DIRECT is now PARISHSOFT
ONLINE GIVING! The two platforms
recently merged. ParishSOFT offers
more options then the previous platform

but there may have been some changes to your account. Visit the
new platform at the link below and login using the email you used
for Faith Direct and RESET your password. For new donors
wanting to use electronic tithing, here are 3 ways to sign up:
1. Scan the QR code to the right 
2. Text ‘Enroll’ to 301-478-8900
3. Visit: giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/FD-59
This service is FREE and SECURE. You can have
your tithes automatically deducted weekly, monthly or
a one-time gift/donation using your bank, credit card or other.
Questions? Kim Peaks 202-546-1885 or kpeaks@hcscchurch.org.

NOTE: Due to the Christmas holiday, the
bulletin had to be submitted early. Mass
Attendance data for the weekend of December
28th was not available at the time of submission.
Updated figures will be posted nextweekend.

Mass Attendance—December 21, 2025
4:30pm 35
8:00am 58
9:30am 29
11:00am 188
7:00pm 48
Total: 358

For where two or three come together in my name,
I am there with them. Matthew 18:20

MASS INTENTIONS: It is a spiritual work of mercy to
pray for others, both living and deceased. To offer Mass for
a friend or family member (deceased or living), contact the
office at 202-546-1885 or hcscstaff@hcscchurch.org.
The customary stipend is $10 per intention.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



The Epiphany Of The Lord

Parish Life

Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Roman Catholic Church
1357 East Capitol Street, SE, WDC 20003

202.546.1885  www.hcscchurch.org
Rev. Msgr. Charles Pope, Pastor (pastor1@hcscchurch.org)
Rev. Patrick Aboagye, Parochial Vicar (sirpatrick2@gmail.com)

Deacon James P. Flagg II, Permanent Deacon (jpflaggll@gmail.com)
For information on membership, sacraments and funerals contact rectory
staff at hcscstaff@hcscchurch.org or 202.546.1885.
Mass Times: Saturday 8AM & 4:30PM (vigil)

Sunday 8AM, 9:30AM, 11AM and 7PM
Weekdays Mon—Fri: 7AM (8AM on holidays)
Wednesdays Evening Mass at 7PM (confessions 6PM)

Rectory Office Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday: 10AM—6PM
Thursday, Saturday & Sunday: Closed

WHAT IS THE EPIPHANY?
Epiphany isn't an everyday
Christian word like sin or
salvation. It comes from the
Greek word epiphainen, a
verb that means “to shine
upon,” “to manifest,” or “to
make known.” Thus, the

feast of the Epiphany celebrates the many ways
that Christ has made Himself known to the world,
mainly the three events that manifested the mission
and divinity of Christ:
 the visit of the Magi (Matthew 2:1-12),
 the baptism of Jesus (Mark 1:9-11),and
 the miracle at Cana (John 2:1-11).
The visit of the Magi (or Three Kings) is
emphasized on Epiphany Day, and Christ ’s baptism
is celebrated the first Sunday that follows. The
miracle at Cana will be the gospel reading on January 18th

(which is the Sunday following the Baptism of the Lord).
Other names for Epiphany Day are Three Kings
Day, Twelfth Day, Theophany, and Little Christmas.
Epiphany commemorates the manifestation of God
to the world through Jesus Christ. The feast day of
the manifestation, or Epiphany, is traditionally
celebrated the 12 th day of Christmas, January 6 th.
In the dioceses of the United States this feast has
been moved to the Sunday between Jan 2nd and
January 8 th.

HCSC YEAR-END CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS will
be prepared only upon request beginning Mon., Feb. 2,
2026. Statements will not be automatically mailed. You
must contact the rectory during office hours to request your
statement and have it either mailed or left at the rectory for
pick-up. NOTE: only cash donations (submitted in an envelope)
and checks payable to HCSC are included in your statement.

PARISH ONLINE GIVING YEAR-END STATEMENTS:
Since the transition from Faith Direct to Parish Online
Giving recently occurred, we are in the process of finding
out how they will distribute or make available your year-
end tithing statements. Please stay tuned for more details.

YEAR OF THE JUBILEE 2025—The late Pope Francis
declared 2025 as a Jubilee Year and our parish has the
honor of being a Jubilee site. Special blessings are
available to all who attend or visit here seeking Jubilee
graces. The theme is Pilgrims of Hope and emphasizes the
journey of faith and the importance of hope in overcoming
life's challenges. See flyer in rear of church for details.

Year of the Jubilee 2025

2026 WALL CALENDARS: available this
weekend at Mass. Pick up calendar in the rear of
the church or ask an usher. We have a limited
supply so we kindly ask you to take only what

you need at this time and return next week to see if
there are extra remaining. We want to ensure that all
parishioners have an opportunity to receive a calendar.

HCSC PILGRIMAGE TO FATIMA,
LOURDES & PARIS: Join with Msgr.
Pope and other parishioners on a
Marian pilgrimage on Nov. 2—13, 2026
to the sites listed above. The cost
includes non-stop roundtrip flight from
Dulles along with hotels, most meals, tour bus and guides.
See flyer in rear of church for details.

BBIIBBLLEE SSTTUUDDIIEESS AATT HHCCSSCC

YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY: Mondays at 7PM in
the rectory w/Msgr. Charles Pope. Not meeting on Jan. 5th.
FRIENDLY SENIORS BIBLE STUDY: held the
second and fourth Tuesday of every month at 10:30AM
in the chapel. Deacon James Flagg is the facilitator.
WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY: held every
Wednesday via Zoom at 7:15PM w/Msgr. Charles Pope.
Sign up at hcscchurch.flocknote.com to receive Zoom link.

OUR CHURCH SANCTUARY IS OPEN FROM
8AM—8PM every day for you to come in for
private prayer. Consider spending quiet, personal
time in prayer and reflection. All are welcome.

ADW COMMEMORATION OF THE LEGACY
OF REV. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.:
The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of
Washington will commemorate the legacy of
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. with a Mass on
Sun. Jan. 18th at 10:30AM at the Shrine of St.
Jude Thaddeus Catholic Church (12701 Veirs Mill Rd,
Rockville, MD 20853) with His Eminence Robert Cardinal
McElroy as the Principal Celebrant. The Church and the
Dream: Building Peace Through Justice has been
selected as the theme. All are welcome.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION or HOLY HOUR is
held EVERY FRIDAY from 6—7PM in the
sanctuary. This Catholic devotion dates back to the
early days of the Church. During adoration, a
consecrated host is exposed, allowing us to sit
and pray in the true presence of Jesus Christ in
the Blessed Sacrament. Confessions are also heard at this time.

ATTENTION HCSC MINISTRY/ORGANIZATION
CHAIRS: Just a reminder for all chairs (or
an appointed representative) of the meeting on
Mon., Jan. 5th at 6:30pm in the rectory. If
you missed the RSVP, call 202-546-1885.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



What is Epiphany Water? 

 

This Year, on the feast of the Epiphany, among the older 

traditions was the blessing and distribution of 

Epiphany water.   Epiphany water is a specially blessed 

holy water, considered exceptionally powerful in 

Catholic tradition, blessed once a year on the eve of 

Epiphany using a lengthy rite with powerful exorcisms 

for the water and salt, intended to protect homes and 

people from evil spirits. It acts as a strong sacramental 

weapon against Satan.  

In the Ancient Church, Epiphany was more than a 

Sunday, it was a season known as Epiphanytide. This 

period celebrated three “epiphanies” (or 

manifestations) of Christ: the visit of the Magi, Jesus’ 
baptism in the Jordan, and the Wedding Feast at Cana.  

Blessed Epiphany water commemorates Jesus' baptism 

and makes the water a potent tool for spiritual 

protection and cleansing.  

How it's Used:  

Home Blessings: The faithful bring containers to the church to be blessed and then use it to 

sprinkle their homes, often during the Epiphany Octave (the week after Epiphany).  

Spiritual Protection: Used for blessing homes, fields, and people, it serves as a powerful 

sacramental to ward off evil.  

The Blessing Ceremony takes place on the vigil of the Feast of the Epiphany. A series of Psalms are 

prayed and then water, salt, and often chalk, are all blessed with special prayers. The water and salt 

are both exorcised, then blessed and then mixed together. The chalk is then blessed. Finally, the 

Magnificat and Te Deum are prayed and sung.  

On Epiphany Sunday the faithful are encouraged to take some of the Epiphany Water home as well 

as a small amount of blessed chalk. They can use the chalk to inscribe the year and the names of the 

Magi over the lintel of a door in the House. There is a ritual on the reverse side of the flyer.  

Here at Holy Comforter – St. Cyprian you are encouraged to take some water and chalk which are 

available in the back of the Church. Feel free to take some home and sprinkle it about your house in 

blessing. It will drive any demons away. If you want use the chalk to inscribe your door, take some and 

follow the instructions on the back of this flyer.  

Happy Feast of the Epiphany! 



 

Epiphany House Blessing 

 

Gather in the front room of the house. Make the Sign of the Cross 
 
Father/leader: Peace be in this home.  
All: And to all who dwell herein. 
 

Father/leader: Magi from the East came to Bethlehem to adore the Lord; and opening their treasure 

chests they presented Him with precious gifts: gold for the great King, incense for the true God, and 

myrrh in symbol of His burial. Alleluia. 

The Father/Leader then sprinkles the home with the Epiphany holy water. During it, you may want 

to all sing hymns such as We Three Kings or What Child Is This? At the conclusion all recite the Our 

Father. 

Father/leader: Let us pray. Bless, O Lord God almighty, this home, that in it there may be health, purity, 

the strength of victory, humility, goodness and mercy, the fulfillment of Thy law, the thanksgiving to 

God the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. And may this blessing remain upon this home 

and upon all who dwell herein. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Now, inscribe with blessed chalk the 

initials of the three kings over the 

lintel of the doors, denoting the 

century and year on either side, for 

example: 20 + C + M + B + 26, which 

signifies 2026 A.D., Caspar, 

Melchior, Balthasar and also 

Christus Mansionem Benedicat, 

which means “May Christ bless this 

dwelling”!  

 

 

Father: Let us pray. Hear us. O Holy Lord, Father Almighty, Eternal God, and send Thy Holy Angel 

from Heaven to watch over, cherish, protect, be with, and defend all who live in this house. I call upon 

Thy saints, Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar, to protect our family and this home from every harm and 

danger, and I place the marks of their holy names over the doors of this home to remain there as a 

constant reminder to us and to all who enter here that this house is truly a house of the Lord. Amen.  
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Our Deceased Members 
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February Special - 15% Off - New York Thin
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Sunday Only

Order Online, On Phone or On-Site
Promo Code: SaintCyprian

dellabarbapizza.com            (202) 845-3033

ADVERTISE

HERE

Promote your Business AND support your Parish.

Michelle Stehman ~ 717-774-8833
mstehman@diocesan.com

Damian A. Jones 
Son, Brother, Father
We Love You Always

Willie & Gwendolyn Jones
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