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HOLY COMFORTER-SAINT CYPRIAN ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Readings This Weekend:
Isaiah 7:10-14 Romans 1:1-7
Readings Next Weekend:
Sirach 3:2-6,12-14 Colossians 3:12-21 Matthew 2:13-15,19-23

Matthew 1:18-24

DECEMBER 21, 2025

~ON!¥ FAITH DIRECT is now PARISHSOFT

'ﬁ“ ONLINE GIVING! The two platforms

Today’s Gospel describes a Crisis at Christmas.
The drama opens with the Distress that is
described. Mary has conceived (we know) by
the power of the Holy Spirit. But Joseph and
other family members do not know how she has
conceived. It was a very dangerous situation for a woman
found not to be a virgin, let alone pregnant, prior to
marriage. Deuteronomy 22 permitted stoning a woman
found not to be a virgin prior to marriage. Though the full
punishment was not usually carried out, life was very
difficult for a woman such as this. She would probably
never marry. Joseph was a follower of the Law which
forbade a man to take such a woman into his house and so
he decides to divorce her quietly without exposing her to
the full punishment of the Law. But next comes the
Direction given to Joseph by God. God tells Joseph not to
be afraid to take Mary as his wife for it is by the Holy Spirit
that she has conceived. Now this, of course exposes
Joseph to ridicule and possible rejection by his family. But
he makes a Decision and obeys God, whatever the
consequences. The first Christmas was not an easy or a
charming one. There were no chestnuts roasting on an
open fire. The first Christmas was a Crisis and we ought to
be grateful to the Holy Family for all they endured.

recently merged. ParishSOFT offers

more options then the previous platform
but there may have been some changes to your account. Visit the
new platform at the link below and login using the email you used
for Faith Direct and RESET your password. For new donors
wanting to use electronic tithing, here are 3 ways to sign up:

1. Scan the QR code to the right = O hEe=300
2. Text ‘Enroll’ to 301-478-8900 2o M
3. Visit: giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/FD-59 i

This service is FREE and SECURE. You can have [E]i:5
your tithes automatically deducted weekly, monthly or

a one-time gift/donation using your bank, credit card or other.
Questions? Kim Peaks 202-546-1885 or kpeaks@hcscchurch.org.

Stay Connected

e Visit our website - hescchurch.org

e Subscribe to Flocknote to receive emails and updates:
1. Text HCSC to 84576 OR
2. Visit https://hcscchurch.flocknote.com/

e Download the MyParishApp to your mobile phone and
turn on natifications to receive parish updates.

Follow us on social media:

| Facebook.com/HCSCChurch l@l hesc_church

+ MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK +

Sunday, December 21 Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:00am Intentions of Sharlene Carter (B 'day)
9:30am  Ella Cook (killed at Brown University) t
11:00am Damion Lynch t

7:00pm  Mukhammad Aziz Umurzokov (killed at Brown Univ) t
Monday, December 22

7:00am Intentions of Ray Bierria (B’day)

Tuesday, December 23 Saint John of Kanty, Priest
7:00am  Nathaniel & Nannie Williams *

Wednesday, December 24

7:00am  Gilbert & Constance Peaks t

6:00pm Otha Hamer, Jr. (B’'day—12/25) t

12:00am Larry Elgin t

Thursday, December 25 The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)
10:00am Chauncey Jones (B’day) T

Friday, December 26 Saint Stephen ,the First Martyr
7:00am  Marvin Campbell *

Saturday, December 27 Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist
8:00am For the People

4:30pm  Dorothy Marie Barnes T

. MASS INTENTIONS: It is a spiritual work of

\ mercy to pray for others, both living and deceased. To

offer Mass for a friend or family member

(deceased or living), contact the office at

202-546-1885 or hcscstaff@hcscchurch.org. The
/‘ customary stipend is $10 per intention.

MAss ATTENDANCE—December 14, 2025

4:30pm 34
8:00am 44
9:30am 39
11:00am 67
7:00pm 60
Total: 244

For where two or three come together in my name,
1 am there with them. Matthew 18:20

THIS WEEK AT THE PARISH

Sunday (12/21) Thursday (12/25) Christmas

8am LOC Bake Sale 10:00am Christmas Day Mass
12:45pm Decorate the Church Friday (12/26)

Tuesday (12/23) Rectory Office Closed
7:00pm Adult Choir Rehearsal | 6:00pm Holy Hour/Adoration
Wednesday (12/24)

6:00pm Family Christmas Mass
11:00pm Song Service
12:00am Midnight Mass

OUR CHURCH SANCTUARY IS OPEN FROM
8AM—8PM every day for you to come in for
private prayer. Consider spending quiet, personal
prayers time in the presence of our Lord.

DAILY READINGS FOR THE WEEK
MONDAY: 1 SAMUEL 1:24-28 LUKE 1:46-56
TUESDAY: MALACHI 3:1-4, 23-24 LUKE 1:57-66
WEDNESDAY: 2 SAMUEL 7:1-5,88-12,14A,16 LUKE 1:67-79

THURSDAY: ISAIAH 52:7-10 HEBREwW 1:1-6 JOHN1:1-18
FRIDAY: AcTs 6:8-10,7:54-59 MATTHEW 10:17-22
SATURDAY: 1 JOHN 1:1-4 JOHN 20:1A, 2-8

OUR MiISSION STATEMENT:

Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Roman Catholic Church,
empowered by the Holy Spirit, exists to evangelize and to
uphold Christian values by promoting the teachings of the
Church in Word, Sacrament and Witness.

OUR VISION STATEMENT:
A welcoming, embracing and joyful faith family richly rooted
in the community today, tomorrow and forever.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

PARISH LIFE

CONGRATULATIONS to Cairo Daniel

HO] Jeremiah Gourdin who was Baptized

Ba ¥15m into the family of the Sacrificial Lamb, Jesus

— P Christ, on Dec. 13", May God bless Cairo
\7 and his parents as they begin this spiritual

< journey.

Congratulations to Finn Meadows ki. !
who made his First Holy Communion &5
on Sunday, Dec. 14" at the 7:00PM
Mass. His father is being deployed in
January so his date was moved up. 3
Please keep Finn and his family in
your prayers.

Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood
remains in me and I in them.’ John 6:56

- .
W

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: HELP DECORATE

OUR CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS this Sun.,

Dec. 21%' at 12:45pm. With many helping

hands, we can accomplish this in a short time.

Refreshments will be served! Meet in the
church near the altar following the 11am Mass.

E®  DILGRIMS OF HOPE

Year of the Jubilee 2025 ;
V3 7

YEAR OF THE JUBILEE 2025—The late Pope Francis
declared 2025 as a Jubilee Year and our parish has the
honor of being a Jubilee site. Special blessings are
available to all who attend or visit here seeking Jubilee
graces. The theme is Pilgrims of Hope and emphasizes the
journey of faith and the importance of hope in overcoming
life's challenges. See flyer in rear of church for details.

‘GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT” ADVENT
GIVING CAMPAIGN: This year for
Advent, we are seeking donations for the
Servants  of the  Lord/Virgins  of
Matara and the Oblate Sisters of
Providence — two religious communities
who have faithfully served this parish community in the
past and the present. We still need donations (both
monetary and requested items)! You have until Mon.,
Dec. 22 to make your donation. See the flyer in the rear
of the church or visit: hcscchurch.org.

RECTORY HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

Rectory offlce closed Thurs., Dec. 25" through Fri.,
Dec. 26™. In case of emergency or death in family, caII
202-546-1885 and leave a voicemail in the main mailbox.

CHRISTMAS SEASON MASS SCHEDULE

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 24™—CHRISTMAS EVE
6:00pm—Family Mass w/Youth Pageant

11:00pm—Song service begins prior to Midnight Mass

THURSDAY, DEC. 25™—NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
Mass at 10:00am

SUNDAY, DEC. 28™—FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY
Mass: 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am & 7:00pm
(Sat., Dec. 27th—Vigil Mass at 4:30pm)

WED., DEC. 315™—SOLEMNITY OF MARY (VIGIL) &
WATCH NIGHT
Mass: 6:00pm and 11:15pm

THURS., JAN. 1ST—SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD
Mass at 10:00am

SUN., JAN. 4™—FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY
Mass: 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am and 7:00pm
(Sat., Jan. 4"—Vigil Mass at 4:30pm)

i~ MARRIAGE HELP: Do you feel alone? Are you
“07/ frustrated or angry with each other? Do you argue,
or have you just stopped talking to each other? The
Retrouvaille (retro-vi) Marriage Program has
helped tens of thousands of couples For confidential
information or to register for upcoming program beginning
with a weekend on Jan. 16", visit:
www.HelpOurMarriage.org, or call 443-400- 7017 or email:
3015@HelpOurMarriage.org. Hope for a Better Marriage.

HCSC BIBLE STUDY HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

M YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY: will not be held on
ZZ_% Mon., Dec 22", 29" or Jan. 5". Bible Study to
resume on Mon, Jan. 12" at 7:15pm w/Msgr. Pope.

N WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY: will not be held
2L\ Wed., Dec. 24" or 31%. Bible Study will resume Wed.,
Jan 7" (via Zoom).

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION or HOLY HOUR is
held EVERY FRIDAY from 6—7PM in the -
sanctuary. This Catholic devotion dates back to the
early days of the Church. During adoration, a
consecrated host is exposed, allowing us to sit
and pray in the true presence of Jesus Christ in
the Blessed Sacrament. Confessions are also heard at this time.

HoLy COMFORTER-SAINT CYPRIAN ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
1357 East Capitol Street, SE, WDC 20003
202.546.1885 <+ www.hcscchurch.org

Rev. Msgr. Charles Pope, Pastor (pastori@hcscchurch.org)
Rev. Patrick Aboagye, Parochial Vicar (sirpatrick2@gmail.com)
Deacon James P. Flagg Il, Permanent Deacon (jpflaggll@gmail.com)

For information on membership, sacraments and funerals contact rectory
staff at hescstaff@hcscchurch.org or 202.546.1885.
Mass TiMES: Saturday 8AM & 4:30PM (vigil)
Sunday 8AM, 9:30AM, 11AM and 7PM
Weekdays Mon—Fri: 7AM (8AM on holidays)
Wednesdays Evening Mass at 7PM (confessions 6PM)

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday: 10AM—6PM
Thursday, Saturday & Sunday: Closed

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Holg (C omforter—Saint Cyprian Parish
Christmas 2025

Dear Parishioners,

We sing, O Holy night! and Silent Night! and It came upon a midnight clear.
Christmas, it would seem, is a festival of the mid-night. Jesus is born when it is
dark, dark midnight. We are sure of it! But why?

Even though we are not told the exact hour of his birth we are sure it must have
been night. Scripture does say that the Shepherds who heard the glad tidings
were keeping watch over their flock “by night” (¢f Luke 2:9). Further the Magi
sought him by the light of a star, and stars are seen at night, deep midnight. None
of this is evidence that Jesus was born at 11:59 PM, but it sets our clocks for
night, deep midnight.

Add to this the fact that Christmas is celebrated at the Winter solstice, the very
darkest time of the year in the northern hemisphere. More specifically Christmas
breaks in on the very days that the light begins its subtle return. The darkest and
shortest days of the year make their impression on December 21% and 22", But
by December 23" and 24™ we notice a definite, but subtle trend, the days are
getting longer, the light is returning! Time to celebrate the return of the light; it
is going to be alright!

How fitting then, to celebrate the birth of Jesus, the true Light of the World, in a deep and dark December. Jesus
our light, kindles a light and a fire that never dies away. Indeed, in the dark hours of December, we celebrate that
the light is returning, the darkness is abating, the days are growing longer from here on out. It is subtle now! But
it will grow. And with the return of light, we celebrate our True Light: Jesus.

We appreciate most the glory of light when the darkness assails. There’s just something about Christmas Eve. As
the time approaches through December, and the darkness grows, we light lights. We light Advent candles, more
as it grows darkest! Even the secular among us string lights in dark December, in malls, on their houses, as if to
say, the darkness cannot win, the light conquers! Hence, Christmas is a feast of the light. We confront the darkness
of December and declare to it: “Your deepest days are over, the light is returning.” And for us of faith, we say to
a world in ever-deeper darkness, “Your darkness cannot remain. It will be overcome and replaced.” For though
darkness has its season, the light always conquers it.

So, the battle is engaged. Light has a way of simply replacing the darkness. In three months the equinox (equal
night and day) will occur, and in six months the summer solstice (the longest day) comes. And the darkness will
once again seek to conquer. BUT DARKNESS ALWAY'S LOSES. The light will return. Darkness cannot prevail.
It is destined to be scattered by a Light far more powerful than it, a Light it must obey, a Light that overwhelms
and replaces it.

Jesus is born at the hour of darkness’ greatest moment. Just when the darkness is celebrating its victory, its hour
is over, the light dawns again. So, farewell to darkness, Jesus the Light of the World has come. The Light wins,
He always wins.

A blessed Christmas to us all,

. CU

Rev. Msgr. Charles Pope, Pastor
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John N. Graham
Catherine E. Graham
Joan M. Graham
Ernestine C. Jackson
Sharon L. Graham

Metropolitan Region Chapel
4701 Lydell Road
Cheverly, MD 20781
(202) 583-5400

Family Owned & Operated

Stewart Funeral Home, Inc.
4001 Benning Road, NE
Washington, DC 20019
(202) 399-3600
www.StewartFuneralHome.com

Pre-Arrangement
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SODALISTS
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Charles Ransome W\,
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Owner

12011 Wimbleton St

Upper Marlboro, MD PRINTING

DYNAMITE TEES

Forestville Chapel, P.A.

5540 Marlboro Pike 5538 Marlboro Pike Sweatshirts, T-Shirts, Hats, Jackets &
Forestville, MD 20747 Forestville, MD 20747 Tote Bags at a Price You Can Afford!
(301) 568-4100 (301) 568-4100 301.218.0475 - C: 301.655.8659
? In Loving i ygr‘" = Y REESE FUNERAL
e :
t  Memory of o REESF ‘?ﬁ PROFESSIONALS INC.
TEleman Miah =3 < ¥ Complete Funeral Service
& i w{fg’ Chapel Facility * Cremation
: > : Serving DC, MD, and VA
Darren Mlah Services are based on professionalism rather than cost, every service is designed to meet your personal budget.
) We are dedicated to provide to our families financial assistance in their time of need.
The Famlly “Our Commitment to Eternal Rest is Sacred, Paramount, and Foremost”
. ° o« | 311 N. Patrick St. * Alexandria, VA 22314 + 703-646-9320

OTHA JOHN HAMER IlI
"ETERNAL LOVE'"

~Anna, Othalene, Lataunya,

Betty - wife and mother

In Loving Memory of
The Deceased Jenifers:
Oscar, Mary, Helena, Bay, David,
Baby Sis, Beverly, Frankie, David,
Neal, Kimberly, Cyprian Jr,, Jovan

R t T
Still Loved, Still Missed
& Very Dear, The Family

In L oving C%me(wy

Austina H. Jones

v Tothier~
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love you,
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IN LOVING
MEMORY OF

Anthony
Maxwell Smart

o8 (Tony) 3%
_,%y_ The Family |

Lillian H. Myrick
Charles Myrick Sr.
Leon (Tony) Myrick

Q}n .80@/{’47 09@@047 0/
Mattie Barclay
Helene Crutchfield
Edgell Fairfax

Lucy Myrick Elizabeth Fairfax
Lucy Jones Clyde Fairfax Sr.
Shirley Ann Jackson |Clyde (Guy) Fairfax Jr.
The Famnily The Family

In Memory of In Memory of

Winnie, Hump,
Ray, Will, Phil
Bertie Henny

catholicmatch’
D.C.

CatholicMatch.com/goDC

Willie, Lawrence & Maria

della barba pizza

February Special - 15% Off - New York Thin

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Sunday Only

Order Online, On Phone or On-Site

Promo Code:

dellabarbapizza.com

Sain’cCyprian
(202) 845-3033

ADVERTISE

HERE

Promote your Business AND support your Parish.

Michelle Stehman ~ 717-774-8833
mstehman@diocesan.com

Damian A. Jones

Son, Brother, Father
We Love You Always

Willie & Gwendolyn Jones

QQ% .g)m»ﬂ@/y 091)@%0@/ 0/
Deceased
Members of
Macon Family
Holton Family
Johnson Family
Anderson Family

Always Remembered

and Loved
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