


HOLY COMFORTER-SAINT CYPRIAN ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH FEBRUARY 1, 2026

Our Mission Statement:
Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Roman Catholic Church,
empowered by the Holy Spirit, exists to evangelize and to
uphold Christian values by promoting the teachings of the
Church in Word, Sacrament and Witness.
Our Vision Statement:
A welcoming, embracing and joyful faith family richly rooted
in the community today, tomorrow and forever.

Readings This Weekend:
Zephaniah 2:3, 3:12-13 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 Matthew 5:1-12
Readings Next Weekend:
Isaiah 58:7-10 1Corinthians 2:1-5 Matthew 5:13-16

Daily Readings for the Week
Monday: Malachi 3:1-4 Luke 2:22-40
Tuesday: 2Samuel 18:9-10,14b,24-25a,30-19:3 Mark 5:21-43
Wednesday 2 Samuel 24:2,9-17 Mark 6:1-6
Thursday 1 Kings 2:1-4,10-12 Mark 6:7-13
Friday: Sirach 47:2-11 Mark 6:14-29
Saturday: 1 Kings 3:4-13 Mark 6:30-34

Monday (2/2)
7:15pm YoungAdult Bible Study
Tuesday (2/3)
7:00pm Adult Choir rehearsal

Wednesday (2/4)
7:00pm Evening Mass
7:30pm Adult Bible Study (zoom)
Friday (2/6)
8am-7pm Eucharistic Adoration

TTHHIISSWWEEEEKK AATT TTHHEE PPAARRIISSHH

Sunday, February 1 Fourth Sunday In Ordinary Time
8:00am Diane Offutt 
9:30am Mary Witherspoon 
11:00am Robert McElravy 
7:00pm Randolph Blanchard 
Monday, February 2 The Presentation of the Lord
7:00am Leocadia Stafford 
Tuesday, February 3 St. Blaise, Bishop & Martyr & St. Anggar, Bishop
7:00am Bernard Johnson, Jr. 
Wednesday, February 4
7:00am Raymond Savoy 
7:00pm Jacqueline McPherson 
Thursday, February 5 Saint Agatha, Virgin & Martyr
7:00am Cheryl Campbell-Murga 
Friday, February 6 Saint Paul Miki & Companions, Martyrs
7:00am Ruth Campbell 
Saturday, February 7
8:00am For the People
4:30pm Deceased Members Boland & Lorch Family 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

Fourth Sunday In Ordinary Time

In today’s Gospel we hear the "Beatitudes" …
"Blessed are the poor in spirit the reign of God
is theirs ..." and so forth. Now the word,
"Blessed" or the word "Beatitude" deserves a
little attention. The Greek word which is used

throughout the beatitudes which we commonly translate
"blessed" is makariois which also translates as "happy."
But it is not just an emotional or passing happiness. It is an
enduring happiness. It is a happiness independent of
conditions. One can be in this state of happiness even in
the midst of great struggle and hardship. Now, this
understanding of the Greek word as a kind of serene and
enduring happiness helps us to understand that the
beatitudes are in many ways very topsy-turvy, very
paradoxical. Happy are those who mourn? Happy are
those persecuted for holiness' sake? Happy are the
insulted and slandered for the sake of Christ? It all seems
a little strange. And yet, that is precisely the point. Our
happiness is not rooted in the passing values and norms of
the world. The happiness of the world comes and goes.
But our true happiness is rooted in doing God's will, in
experiencing His life in us. That is why the martyrs could
go to their deaths praising the Lord and in great happiness.
So, viewed with the eyes of faith, these beatitudes are not
topsy-turvy at all. In fact, they make great sense. And we
only have to experience them one by one to know that.

MASS INTENTIONS: It is a spiritual work of mercy to pray for
others. To offer Mass for a friend or family member (deceased or
living), contact us at 202-546-1885 or hcscstaff@hcscchurch.org.
The customary stipend is $10 per intention.

SSttaayy CCoonnnneecctteedd
 Visit our website - hcscchurch.org
 Subscribe to Flocknote to receive emails and updates:

1. Text HCSC to 84576 OR
2. Visit https://hcscchurch.flocknote.com/

 Download the MyParishApp to your mobile phone and
turn on notifications to receive parish updates.

 Follow us on social media:

Facebook.com/HCSCChurch hcsc_church

ELECTRONIC TITHING: Our
parish offers electronic tithing
through ParishSOFT Online
Giving. For more information:

1. Scan the QR code to the right 
2. Or, text ‘Enroll’ to 301-478-8900
3. Visit: giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/FD-59
This service is FREE and SECURE. You can have
your tithes automatically deducted weekly, monthly or
you can give a one-time gift/donation using your bank, credit card or
other method of payment. Questions? Kim Peaks 202-546-1885 or
kpeaks@hcscchurch.org.

MassAttendance—January 25, 2026
4:30pm 92
8:00am 4
9:30am 37

11:00am 8
7:00pm 20
Total: 162

NOTE: Due to inclement weather, mass
attendance on Sunday was lower then normal.

For where two or three come together in my name,
I am there with them. Matthew 18:20

MASS & INCLEMENT WEATHER: Our parish will make its
best attempt to alert you of the affect of weather on our
Mass schedule. If necessary, plan on attending Mass at a
Church closer to your home (if that is an option) or attend a
vigil Mass on Saturday when inclement weather is
expected on a Sunday. Our clergy will celebrate the sched-
uled Masses at HCSC even when the weather is a
challenge. Mass is not cancelled and the church will be
open. Of course, please be prudent and decide what is
best and safest for you and your family during these times.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Fourth Sunday In The Ordinary Time
Parish Life

Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Roman Catholic Church
1357 East Capitol Street, SE, WDC 20003

202.546.1885  www.hcscchurch.org
Rev. Msgr. Charles Pope, Pastor (pastor1@hcscchurch.org)
Rev. Patrick Aboagye, Parochial Vicar (sirpatrick2@gmail.com)

Deacon James P. Flagg II, Permanent Deacon (jpflaggll@gmail.com)
For information on membership, sacraments and funerals contact rectory
staff at hcscstaff@hcscchurch.org or 202.546.1885.
Mass Times: Saturday 8AM & 4:30PM (vigil)

Sunday 8AM, 9:30AM, 11AM and 7PM
Weekdays Mon—Fri: 7AM (8AM on holidays)
Wednesdays Evening Mass at 7PM (confessions 6PM)

Rectory Office Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday: 10AM—6PM
Thursday, Saturday & Sunday: Closed

BBIIBBLLEE SSTTUUDDIIEESS AATT HHCCSSCC

YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY: Mondays at 7PM in
the rectory w/Msgr. Charles Pope.
FRIENDLY SENIORS BIBLE STUDY: held the
third and fourth Tuesday of every month at 10:30AM in
the chapel. Deacon James Flagg is the facilitator.
WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY: held every
Wednesday via Zoom at 7:15PM w/Msgr. Charles Pope.
Sign up at hcscchurch.flocknote.com to receive Zoom link.

2026 ANNUAL APPEAL: Next weekend,
parishioners will be asked prayerfully to
make their commitment to the 2026
Annual Catholic Services Appeal.
Please take a brochure which are in the
pew this weekend, or visit
appeal.adw.org, to learn more about

how the Appeal benefits our parish and serves people in
need throughout our communities in the area. It is our goal
that every parish family will participate this year, no matter
the amount. All gifts will be credited towards our parish
goal. Thank you in advance for your generous response to
Be the Light: The 2026 Annual Catholic Services Appeal!

HCSC YEAR-END CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS will
be prepared only upon request beginning Mon., Feb. 2,
2026. Statements will not be automatically mailed. You
must contact the rectory during office hours to request your
statement and have it either mailed or left at the rectory for
pick-up. NOTE: only cash donations (submitted in an envelope)
and checks payable to HCSC are included in your statement.

PARISH ONLINE GIVING YEAR-END STATEMENTS:
Since the transition from Faith Direct to Parish Online
Giving recently occurred, we are in the process of finding
out how they will distribute or make available your year-end
tithing statements. Please stay tuned for more details.

The Best Catholic Content. All in
One Place: Our parish community
at Holy Comforter-St. Cyprian has a

subscription to the online Catholic resource service
called FORMED. It’s EASY and FREE to register and use!
It features online studies, seminars,movies andmuch more!
1. Visit formed.org/signup
2. Enter our parish zip (20003) or church name
3. Enter your name and email
4. Enjoy and share with others in our local community!
After you sign-up, download the free FORMED app from
App Store or Google Play. So, sign up and enjoy Catholic
movies, teachings, bible studies, and more. Contact the
rectory office (202-546-1885) if you need assistance.

 EVERY FRIDAY from 6—7PM in the
sanctuary. Confessions are also heard at this
time.

 EVERY FIRST FRIDAY of the month from
8AM until 7PM in the sanctuary.

Come and spend quiet time in prayer and adoring
Jesus Christ who is present in the Eucharist.

SAVE THE DATE: LENTEN FAMILY
DAY—Sun., Feb. 22nd at 1:00PM at the
Center City Public Charter School (15th &
E. Capitol Sts., SE). LENTEN THEME:
Journey with Jesus. There will be food,
games and lessons for the entire family. Come and prepare
for the Season of Lent with your church family. Stay tuned
for more details. Volunteers are needed! Call the rectory.

SUBSCRIBE TO FLOCKNOTES
so that you can receive alerts and
updates from our parish. We offer

FlockNote so we can keep you up to date via email
(especially when the weather is inclement). Don’t worry—
we will not inundate you with emails and you control your
own account and what you receive. To subscribe (for free!):

1. Text HCSC to 84576 OR
2. Visit https://hcscchurch.flocknote.com/

Create your account and sign-up for the areas you want to
receive notifications. Questions: contact HCSC staff at
202-56-1885 or kpeaks@hcscchurch.org.

February is Black History Month in
the USA—an annual commemoration of
Black Americans’ history celebrated in
honor of their contributions to the United
States and the world. In 1926, this

celebration was founded by Harvard-trained historian
Carter G. Woodson and was initially called Negro History
Week. During the nation’s bicentennial in 1976, President
Gerald Ford extended the celebration to a month. Through-
out this month, our parish will provide resources and other
information so that we all may become more aware of the
gifts of our multi-cultural community.

PRESENTATION RESCHEDULED
The HCSC Sodality of the Blessed Virgin Mary will
host an event on Sun., Feb. 8th following the 8AM
Mass featuring a presentation on The Knights of
Peter Claver with Mr. Michel Russell, Grand

Knight. The event is FREE and refreshments will be
provided. RSVP to Sharon Lewis at 202-253-2580 so they
can plan accordingly. Event to be held at the Center City
Public Charter School (15th & E. Capitol Sts., SE). Learn
how and why this fraternal Catholic organization was
created originally to accommodate Catholics of color and
how it continues to serve the everyone in the community.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian 
Honoring Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament

Come and join us!

First Friday All-Day Adoration
Friday, February 6, 2026

Morning Mass is at 7AM followed by exposition of the Eucharist
the church will remain open for adoration until 7PM.

TO SIGN UP:
Scan the QR code  or contact the rectory office at 202-546-1885 or

hcscstaff@hcscchurch.org. Even if you do not sign-up,  feel free to 
stop by at your convenience.  Bring a family member or friend!

1357 East Capitol St., SE, Washington DC,  20003 - www.hcscchurch.org

 Our parish hosts All-Day Adoration every first Friday of the
month. Share this information along with the sign-up
deails to others. We ask you to consider signing up for

one hour (or more) and spend it with Our Lord.



Adoration is a sign of devotion to and worship of Jesus Christ, who we believe to be

present Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity, under the appearance of the consecrated host.

As a devotion, Eucharistic adoration and meditation are more than merely looking at

the Blessed Host, but are believed to be a continuation of what was celebrated in the

Eucharist.

The inspiration for the Holy Hour is Matthew 26:40. In the Gospel of Matthew, during

the agony in the Garden of Gethsemane the night before his crucifixion, Jesus spoke to

his disciples, saying “My soul is sorrowful even to death. Remain here and keep watch

with me.” (Matthew 26:38) Returning to the disciples after prayer, he found them

asleep and in Matthew 26:40 he asked Peter:

“So, could you men not keep watch with me for an hour?”

You are invited to come and spend some time with the Lord in prayer. 

Please feel free to bring your bible or other devotional prayers if you like.

A priest is available between 6PM-7PM to hear your confessions.

This is a devotional tradition of spending an hour in Eucharistic Adoration in the
presence of the Blessed Sacrament. A consecrated host is exposed to us in the
monstrance which is placed on the altar. 

What is Eucharistic Adoration?

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_Christ
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consecration
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Host_(Holy_Communion)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_Matthew
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agony_in_the_Garden
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eucharistic_adoration
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blessed_Sacrament
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In Memory of

Our Deceased Members 

HCSC

Holy Name Society
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February Special - 15% Off - New York Thin
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Sunday Only

Order Online, On Phone or On-Site
Promo Code: SaintCyprian

dellabarbapizza.com            (202) 845-3033

ADVERTISE

HERE

Promote your Business AND support your Parish.

Michelle Stehman ~ 717-774-8833
mstehman@diocesan.com

Damian A. Jones 
Son, Brother, Father
We Love You Always

Willie & Gwendolyn Jones

©2025 Diocesan View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=32761593

