


HOLY COMFORTER-SAINT CYPRIAN ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH AUGUST 23, 2026

Our Mission Statement:
Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Roman Catholic Church,
empowered by the Holy Spirit, exists to evangelize and to
uphold Christian values by promoting the teachings of the
Church in Word, Sacrament and Witness.
Our Vision Statement:
A welcoming, embracing and joyful faith family richly rooted
in the community today, tomorrow and forever.

Twenty-First Sunday In Ordinary Time

SSttaayy CCoonnnneecctteedd
 Visit our website - hcscchurch.org
 Subscribe to Flocknote to receive emails and updates:

1. Text HCSC to 84576 OR
2. Visit https://hcscchurch.flocknote.com/

 Download the MyParishApp to your mobile phone and
turn on notifications to receive parish updates.

 Follow us on social media:

Facebook.com/HCSCChurch hcsc_church

ELECTRONIC TITHING: Our
parish offers electronic tithing
through ParishSOFT Online
Giving. For more information:

1. Scan the QR code to the right 
2. Or, text ‘Enroll’ to 301-478-8900
3. Visit: giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/FD-59
This service is FREE and SECURE. You can have
your tithes automatically deducted weekly, monthly or
you can give a one-time gift/donation using your bank, credit card or
other method of payment. Questions? Kim Peaks 202-546-1885
or kpeaks@hcscchurch.org.

Mass Attendance
August 16, 2026

4:30pm 31
8:00am 48
9:30am 35

11:00am 124
7:00pm 80
Total: 318

For where two or three come together in my name,
I am there with them. Matthew 18:20

The Gospel today sets forth the prescribed
purpose of Peter. As the Gospel opens we
see the INQUIRY THAT ILLUSTRATES.
Jesus asks a question, “Who do the crowds
say that I am?” A variety of answers come
back, none of them right. Jesus then asks
the twelve apostles who they think he is.

There is silence. Finally, Peter speaks the truth. This
process illustrates that the truth of the faith isn't going to be
found by taking a poll or holding a committee meeting.
God's way is to choose an individual, (Peter) and anoint
him to speak the truth. And thus we come to the next
stage, the INDIVIDUAL WHO ISINSPIRED. As we have
seen it is Peter alone who eventually speaks the truth. But
how has this happened? The text tells us that it is not that
he is necessarily the smartest, or has studied more. These
things have their place, but what closes the deal is, as
Jesus says, “Flesh and blood has not revealed this to you,
but my heavenly Father.” It is the grace of God that makes
Peter the means of truth. And thus, Jesus ratifies this
through the INSTALLATION THAT IS INITIATED. Jesus
says that Peter is going to be the rock on which he will
build his Church. Peter was the first Pope. As Catholics we
continue to believe that God especially blesses the current
Pope, Francis, just as he did Peter, to be the means of
guaranteeing the truth of our faith. The Pope is not alone,
God is with him and he is able to have insight, not because
he is the smartest, but because he is anointed by God.

Daily Readings for the Week
Monday: Revelation 21:9b-14 John1:45-51
Tuesday: 2 Thessalonians 2:1-3a,14-17 Matthew 23:23-26
Wednesday: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-10,16-18 Matthew 23:27-32
Thursday: 1 Corinthians 1
Friday: 1 Corinthians 1:17-25
Saturday: 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 Matthew 6:17-29

Readings This Weekend:
Isaiah 22:19-23 Romans 11:33-36 Matthew 16:13-20
Readings Next Weekend:
Jeremiah 20:7-9 Romans 12: 1-2 Matthew 16:21-27

Sunday, August 23 Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00am Intentions of Nicki Gebrehiwot
9:30am Joyce Ann Shaw 
11:00am Intentions of James Proctor, Jr.
7:00pm Father Robert Keffer 
Monday, August 24 Saint Bartholomew, Apostle
7:00am Father Joseph Jensen 
Tuesday, August 25 St. Louis, St. Joseph Calasanz, Priest
7:00am Philomena Smith 
Wednesday, August 26
7:00am Intentions of Deborah Vanzego (B’day)
7:00pm Ernestine Freeman 
Thursday, August 27 Saint Monica
7:00am Intentions of Tyrone D’Souza (B’day)
Friday, August 28 Saint Augustine, Bishop & Dr. of the Church
7:00am Loretta Humber-Greene 
Saturday, August 29 The Passion of Saint John the Baptist
8:00am Hercules Glivens, Jr. 
4:30pm For the People

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

TTHHIISSWWEEEEKK AATT TTHHEE PPAARRIISSHH
Monday (8/24)
7:15pm YoungAdult Bible Study
Wednesday (8/26)
7:30pm Adult Bible Study(Zoom)

Friday (8/28)
6:00pm Eucharistic Adoration
Saturday (8/29)
12noon-dusk Parish Picnic

OUR CHURCH SANCTUARY IS OPEN FROM
8AM—8PM every day for you to come in for
private prayer. Consider spending quiet,
personal time in the presence of our Lord and
pray for healing, strength, courage and for each

other as we face many challenges and struggles in life.

MASS INTENTIONS: It is a spiritual work of mercy to
pray for others, both living and deceased. If you would like
to offer a Mass in memory of a friend or family, call
202-546-1885. The customary stipend is $10 per intention.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Twenty-First Sunday In Ordinary Time

Parish Life BBIIBBLLEE SSTTUUDDIIEESS AATT HHCCSSCC

YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY: Mondays at 7PM in
the rectory w/Msgr. Charles Pope.
FRIENDLY SENIORS BIBLE STUDY: held the
third and fourth Tuesday of every month at 10:30AM in the
chapel. ON SUMMERBREAK UNTILSEPTEMBER!
WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY: held every
Wednesday via Zoom at 7:15PM w/Msgr. Charles Pope.
Sign up at hcscchurch.flocknote.com to receive Zoom link.

SUNDAY SCHOOL 2026-27 for youth
in pre-K through 12th grade begins on
September 27th (to be held weekly on
Sundays at 9:30AM). Our program
provides the authentic teachings of the

Catholic faith and includes classes for youth who need
their Sacraments (First Communion and Confirmation).
Contact Shirley Austin, Minister of Religious Education, at
mre@hcscchurch.org or 202-368-7231. Our Sunday school
is FREE for all families! Registration forms are in the rear
of the church or at hcscchurch.org.

INTERESTED IN LEARNING ABOUT
THE CATHOLIC FAITH? Classes on
the fundamental teachings of the Catholic
faith begins this fall. The start date and
time is still being decided. This class is designed for non-
Catholics considering becoming a Catholic, but is also an
opportunity for adult Catholics who missed receiving one or
more of the sacraments, and for those returning to Church
after a long absence. For information or to find out if this is
something that will help you in your faith journey, contact
the rectory office at 202-546-1885 or rciahcsc@gmail.com.

SAVE THE DATE
HCSC ANNUAL FEAST OF SAINT CYPRIAN
CELEBRATION: Our annual Feast of Saint
Cyprian celebration is Sept. 20th. As we
prepare, please consider volunteering to help
coordinate and/or serve at the reception (out
on the church plaza) following the morning
Mass. Contact Kim Peaks at 202-546-1885 or
kpeaks@hcscchurch.org if you can help with the reception.

 EVERY FRIDAY from 6—7PM in the
sanctuary. Clergy available to hear confessions.

 EVERY FIRST FRIDAY of the month from
8AM until 7PM in the sanctuary.

HCSC ANNUAL FRIENDS & FAMILY
PICNIC is Sat., Aug. 29th at Watkins
Regional Park (Upper Marlboro, MD). We
need your help! Please volunteer your time
& talent for the picnic by contacting rectory office:
202-546-1885 or hcscstaff2@hcscchurch.org.
We also need our parish bakers to donate cake(s) for the
Cake Walk game. Contact us to donate baked goods. This
event is FREE for all family & friends! We look forward to
seeing everyone next Saturday! Visit our website at
www.hcscchurch.org for directions and more details.

Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Roman Catholic Church
1357 East Capitol Street, SE, WDC 20003

202.546.1885  www.hcscchurch.org
Rev. Msgr. Charles Pope, Pastor (msgr.charles.pope@gmail.com)
Rev. Patrick Aboagye, Parochial Vicar (sirpatrick2@gmail.com)
Deacon James P. Flagg II, Permanent Deacon (jpflaggll@gmail.com)

For information on membership, sacraments (baptism, first
communion, confirmation, matrimony) and funerals contact
rectory office at hcscstaff@hcscchurch.org or 202.546.1885

Mass Times: Saturday 8AM & 4:30PM (vigil)
Sunday 8AM, 9:30AM, 11AM and 7PM
Weekdays Mon—Fri: 7AM (8AM on holidays)
Wednesdays 7PM (confessions 6PM)

Rectory Office Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday: 10AM—6PM

Thursday, Saturday & Sunday: Closed

COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN—ADW Retreat:
Join the Franciscan Associates of the Atonement and the
Council of Catholic Women-Archdiocese of Washington for
a Day of Reflection: Rebuild God’s Church, Rebuild
Your Faith. Location: St. John Paul II National Retreat
House, 4000 Harewood Rd, NE WDC on Sat., Oct. 17,
9am—4pm (two meals included). Registration fee: $60/per
person. For more details email: archdioceseccw@gmail.com.

MMaassss ooff HHeeaalliinngg aanndd RReemmeemmbbrraannccee ffoolllloowwiinngg
MMiissccaarrrriiaaggee oorr IInnffaanntt DDeeaatthh

For parents grieving the loss of a child during pregnancy or
the death of an infant. Receive the consoling love of Christ
through a Mass of Healing and Remembrance with
consecration of the unborn to the loving care of the Holy
Family. Mass is at 10am on Sat., Sept.12th at St. John the
Evangelist Catholic Church, 8908 Old Branch Ave., Clinton,
MD. Light refreshments to follow. RSVP using the link to
this form: https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/MMwum1E3xF to
let us know you will join us. For more information, contact
the Office of Family Life at flm@adw.org or 301-853-4499.

OUR PILGRIMS HAVE
RETURNED! The young
ladies along with their families
would like to share videos,
photos and make a
presentation on their
pilgrimage. Stop by after

the 11am Mass on Sun., Aug. 23rd in the rectory basement.

2026 RIDE FOR VOCATIONS: Register for
the 11th Annual Ride for Vocations, supporting

the Archdiocese’s Office of Priest Vocations. The Ride
starts at Sacred Heart Church (La Plata, MD) and goes
from 6:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m. Choose either a 100, 70, 50, or
21 mile bike ride. You will pass by 10 Catholic churches in
Southern Maryland, where you can stop to pray, rest, and
refuel. Registration is $25. Bike-riders are asked to raise
$250 to support our seminarians. Register at
https://forms.dcpriest.org/2026-ride-for-vocations. For info,
contact Julie Ferrero, 301-752-2377; julieferrero1@gmail.com.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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In Memory of

Our Deceased Members 

HCSC

Holy Name Society

 

K
nights of Columbus

February Special - 15% Off - New York Thin
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Sunday Only

Order Online, On Phone or On-Site
Promo Code: SaintCyprian

dellabarbapizza.com            (202) 845-3033

ADVERTISE
HERE

Promote your Business AND support your Parish.

Michelle Stehman ~ 717-774-8833
mstehman@diocesan.com

Damian A. Jones 
Son, Brother, Father
We Love You Always

Willie & Gwendolyn Jones
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