


HOLY COMFORTER-SAINT CYPRIAN ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH AUGUST 30, 2026

Our Mission Statement:
Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Roman Catholic Church,
empowered by the Holy Spirit, exists to evangelize and to
uphold Christian values by promoting the teachings of the
Church in Word, Sacrament and Witness.
Our Vision Statement:
A welcoming, embracing and joyful faith family richly rooted
in the community today, tomorrow and forever.

Twenty-Second Sunday In Ordinary Time

SSttaayy CCoonnnneecctteedd
 Visit our website - hcscchurch.org
 Subscribe to Flocknote to receive emails and updates:

1. Text HCSC to 84576 OR
2. Visit https://hcscchurch.flocknote.com/

 Download the MyParishApp to your mobile phone and
turn on notifications to receive parish updates.

 Follow us on social media:

Facebook.com/HCSCChurch hcsc_church

ELECTRONIC TITHING: Our
parish offers electronic tithing
through ParishSOFT Online
Giving. For more information:

1. Scan the QR code to the right 
2. Or, text ‘Enroll’ to 301-478-8900
3. Visit: giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/FD-59
This service is FREE and SECURE. You can have
your tithes automatically deducted weekly, monthly or
you can give a one-time gift/donation using your bank, credit card or
other method of payment. Questions? Kim Peaks 202-546-1885
or kpeaks@hcscchurch.org.

Mass Attendance
August 23, 2026

4:30pm 64
8:00am 54
9:30am 49

11:00am 133
7:00pm 68
Total: 368

For where two or three come together in my name,
I am there with them. Matthew 18:20

The Gospel today is a reminder of the
fundamental Christian rule: “No cross, no
crown.” We can see the Gospel in four basic
stages. First, there is the REQUIREMENT of
the cross. Je sus describes that his journey
leads to the cross, but looks beyond to the

resurrection. In effect he teaches that the path to the
resurrection—to glory—passes through the cross. This is
simply a required milestone on the journey to glory. Next,
there is REACTION – Peter cannot withstand that the
Messiah must suffer. Most of us hate the cross and protest
as well. But next notice the REBUKE from Jesus. He is not
mild at all. He calls Peter Satan. The Lord is like a doctor
who is speaking sternly to a stubborn patient (us). He is
stern because the Cross is necessary, for him and for us.
Without accepting the Cross, things like discipline, self-
denial, and eventually even death, we cannot inherit
heaven. We have to travel the way of the Cross. This thus
leads to the Lord’s REITERATION that the only way to find
our life is to lose it. Hence, any disciple of his must take up
a cross and follow Jesus, the only way to glory, by way of
the Cross. No cross, no crown.

Daily Readings for the Week
Monday: 1Corinthians 2:1-5 Luke 4:16-30
Tuesday: 1Corinthians 2:10b-16 Luke 4:31-37
Wednesday: 1Corinthians 3:1-9 Luke 4:38-44
Thursday: 1Corinthians 3:18-23
Friday: 1Corinthians 4:1-5
Saturday: 1Corinthians 4:6b-15 Luke 6:1-5

Readings This Weekend:
Jeremiah 20:7-9 Romans 12:1-2 Matthew 16:21-27
Readings Next Weekend:
Ezekiel 33:7-9 Romans 13: 8-10 Matthew 18:15-20

Sunday, August 30 Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00am Intentions of Shirley Cornish
9:30am Intentions of Sean Savoy
11:00am Intentions of Bertha Colbert (B’day)
7:00pm Sandra Turner 
Monday, August 31
7:00am William Prescott 
Tuesday, September 1
7:00am Beverly Vaughn (B’day) 
Wednesday, September 2
7:00am Intentions of Destini Holmes
7:00pm Intentions of Theresa Clark-James (B’day)
Thursday, September 3 Saint Gregory, the Great, Pope & Dr. of Church
7:00am LeVar Wayne Davis 
Friday, September 4
7:00am Intentions of Savannah Blu Holton (B’day)
Saturday, September 5 Saint Teresa of Calcutta BMV
8:00am Fr. John Hines, M.M.
4:30pm For the People

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

TTHHIISSWWEEEEKK AATT TTHHEE PPAARRIISSHH
Monday (8/31)
7:15pm YoungAdult Bible Study
Wednesday (9/2)
7:30pm Adult Bible Study(Zoom)

Friday (9/4)
8:00am-7pm All-DayAdoration

OUR CHURCH SANCTUARY IS OPEN FROM
8AM—8PM every day for you to come in for
private prayer. Consider spending quiet,
personal time in prayer and reflection.

MASS INTENTIONS: It is a spiritual work of
mercy to pray for others, both living and
deceased. To offer Mass for a friend or family
member (deceased or living), contact the office
at 202-546-1885 or hcscstaff@hcscchurch.org.
The customary stipend is $10 per intention.

 EVERY FRIDAY from 6—7PM in the
sanctuary. Clergy available to hear confessions.

 EVERY FIRST FRIDAY of the month from
8AM until 7PM in the sanctuary.

Come and spend some quiet time and adoring Jesus!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Twenty-Second Sunday In Ordinary Time

Parish Life BBIIBBLLEE SSTTUUDDIIEESS AATT HHCCSSCC

YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY: Mondays at 7PM in
the rectory w/Msgr. Charles Pope.
FRIENDLY SENIORS BIBLE STUDY: held the
third and fourth Tuesday of every month at 10:30AM in the
chapel. ON SUMMERBREAK UNTILSEPTEMBER!
WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY: held every
Wednesday via Zoom at 7:15PM w/Msgr. Charles Pope.
Sign up at hcscchurch.flocknote.com to receive Zoom link.

SUNDAY SCHOOL 2026-27 for youth
in pre-K through 12th grade begins on
September 27th (to be held weekly on
Sundays at 9:15AM). Our program
provides the authentic teachings of the

Catholic faith and includes classes for youth who need
their Sacraments (First Communion and Confirmation).
Contact Shirley Austin, Minister of Religious Education, at
mre@hcscchurch.org or 202-368-7231. Our Sunday school
is FREE for all families! Registration forms are in the rear
of the church or at hcscchurch.org.

INTERESTED IN LEARNING ABOUT THE
CATHOLIC FAITH? Classes on the
fundamental teachings of the Catholic faith

through the Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (OCIA)
begins this fall (Sunday’s at 9:30AM). This is designed for
non-Catholics considering becoming a Catholic, but also an
opportunity for adult Catholics who missed receiving one or
more of the sacraments and for those returning to Church
after a long absence. For information or to just find out if this is
something that will help you in your faith journey, contact
the rectory office at 202-546-1885 or rciahcsc@gmail.com.

SAVE THE DATE
HCSC ANNUAL FEAST OF SAINT CYPRIAN
CELEBRATION: Our annual Feast of Saint
Cyprian celebration is Sept. 20th. As we
prepare, please consider volunteering to help
coordinate and/or serve at the reception (out
on the church plaza) following the morning
Mass. Contact Kim Peaks at 202-546-1885 or
kpeaks@hcscchurch.org if you can help with the reception.

CONGRATULATIONS to Addison Jenifer
who was Baptized into the family of the
Sacrificial Lamb, Jesus Christ on Sunday,
August 23rd . May God bless Addison and her
parents as she begins this spiritual journey.

Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Roman Catholic Church
1357 East Capitol Street, SE, WDC 20003

202.546.1885  www.hcscchurch.org
Rev. Msgr. Charles Pope, Pastor (msgr.charles.pope@gmail.com)
Rev. Patrick Aboagye, Parochial Vicar (sirpatrick2@gmail.com)
Deacon James P. Flagg II, Permanent Deacon (jpflaggll@gmail.com)

For information on membership, sacraments (baptism, first
communion, confirmation, matrimony) and funerals contact
rectory office at hcscstaff@hcscchurch.org or 202.546.1885

Mass Times: Saturday 8AM & 4:30PM (vigil)
Sunday 8AM, 9:30AM, 11AM and 7PM
Weekdays Mon—Fri: 7AM (8AM on holidays)
Wednesdays 7PM (confessions 6PM)

Rectory Office Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday: 10AM—6PM

Thursday, Saturday & Sunday: Closed

Lord, Our God, in your wisdom and
love you surround us with the

mysteries of the universe.
Send your spirit upon our students and
fill them with your wisdom and blessings.

Grant that they may devote
themselves to their studies and draw
ever closer to You, the source of all

knowledge.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

A PRAYER FOR STUDENTS

MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE (400 4th St., SE,
WDC) invites you to an extraordinary faith
experience to view two ancient Biblical
exhibits at once: The Dead Sea Scrolls
and Megiddo Mosaic Exhibits. The Dead

Sea Scrolls Exhibition features original biblical texts as well
as hundreds of artifacts that reveal details about life and
Judaism during the Second Temple period. The Megiddo
Mosaic Exhibit shows the earliest archaeological evidence
of Jesus being called God written into a spectacular mosaic
floor of the first century church. Parishioners in groups of
10 and greater use the code “CATH26” to receive 50%
off admissions (ends 12/31/26). Contact Customer Service at
866.430.6682 oremail:Jacqueline.Schleppenbach@mbible.org for
booking assistance. A great opportunity for families & ministries.

Is your marriage going down the right road or is it a little off
track? Looking for a better way? The Retrouvaille Program
is for married couples facing difficult challenges in their
relationship. It is a Christian marriage program, Catholic in
origin, in which couples of all faiths or no faith background
are encouraged to attend. It can help you learn the tools of
healthy communication, build intimacy, and heal. For
confidential information or to register for the weekend on
September 4-6, 2026 at Bon Secours, 1525 Marriottsville
Rd, Woodstock, MD., visit www.HelpOurMarriage.org, or
call 443-400-7017 or email: 3015@HelpOurMarriage.org
There is hope!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian 
Honoring Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament

Come and join us!

First Friday All-Day Adoration
Friday, September 4, 2026

Morning Mass is at 7:00AM followed by exposition of the
Eucharist the church will remain open for adoration until 7PM.

TO SIGN UP:
Scan the QR code  or contact the rectory office at 202-546-1885 or

hcscstaff2@hcscchurch.org. Even if you do not sign-up,  feel free to 
stop by at your convenience.  Bring a family member or friend!

1357 East Capitol St., SE, Washington DC,  20003 - www.hcscchurch.org

 Our parish hosts All-Day Adoration every first Friday of the
month. Share this information along with the sign-up
deails to others. We ask you to consider signing up for

one hour (or more) and spend it with Our Lord.



Adoration is a sign of devotion to and worship of Jesus Christ, who we believe to be

present Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity, under the appearance of the consecrated host.

As a devotion, Eucharistic adoration and meditation are more than merely looking at

the Blessed Host, but are believed to be a continuation of what was celebrated in the

Eucharist.

The inspiration for the Holy Hour is Matthew 26:40. In the Gospel of Matthew, during

the agony in the Garden of Gethsemane the night before his crucifixion, Jesus spoke to

his disciples, saying “My soul is sorrowful even to death. Remain here and keep watch

with me.” (Matthew 26:38) Returning to the disciples after prayer, he found them

asleep and in Matthew 26:40 he asked Peter:

“So, could you men not keep watch with me for an hour?”

You are invited to come and spend some time with the Lord in prayer. 

Please feel free to bring your bible or other devotional prayers if you like.

A priest is available between 6PM-7PM to hear your confessions.

This is a devotional tradition of spending an hour in Eucharistic Adoration in the
presence of the Blessed Sacrament. A consecrated host is exposed to us in the
monstrance which is placed on the altar. 

What is Eucharistic Adoration?

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_Christ
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consecration
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Host_(Holy_Communion)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_Matthew
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agony_in_the_Garden
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eucharistic_adoration
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blessed_Sacrament
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In Memory of

Our Deceased Members 

HCSC

Holy Name Society
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February Special - 15% Off - New York Thin
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Sunday Only

Order Online, On Phone or On-Site
Promo Code: SaintCyprian

dellabarbapizza.com            (202) 845-3033

ADVERTISE
HERE

Promote your Business AND support your Parish.

Michelle Stehman ~ 717-774-8833
mstehman@diocesan.com

Damian A. Jones 
Son, Brother, Father
We Love You Always

Willie & Gwendolyn Jones
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