Hovry CoMFORTER-SAaINT CyPriaN Romax Cataoric CuurcH

In Celebration of

The Feast Day of Saint Cyprian
(actual feast day: September 16th)

&

133rd Anniversary of Saint Cyprian Parish
1893-2026

Many Gifts,
One Bedy

Parish-wide Celebration of Mass
(One Mass Only)

Sunday, September 20, 2026
10:00 AM

(No 8AM, 9:30AM or 11AM on Sunday, but
there is 4:30PM Mass on Saturday &
7PM on Sunday evening)

4—«@@—,

RECEPTION on plaza of Church
following 10:00AM Mass.

Many Gifts, One Body
Campaign

As we continue to welcome new
people into our parish community, we
will host a volunteer recruitment
campaign to offer parishioners an
opportunity to deepen their
connection to parish life by sharing
their gifts in service.

The campaign will invite parishioners
to ministries that support worship and
community life while helping them
discern how their gifts, talents, and
availability can best serve the parish
and community.




‘HOLY COMFORTER-SAINT CYPRIAN ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

SEPTEMBER 20, 2026

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Readings This Weekend:
Isaiah 55:6-9 Philippians 1:20c-24,27a Matthew 20:1-16a
Readings Next Weekend:
Ezekiel 18:25-28  Philippians 2:1-11  Matthew 21:28-32

( The Gospel today offers five teachings on
AWOP?D Christian Discipleship. First, the AVAILABILITY of
FROM THE § | Christian Discipleship. The workers who are

hired are day laborers. As such they are well
—Jacquainted with the “rough side of the
mountain” and face each day with uncertainty, "Will | be
hired and eat, or not?" But it is their emptiness that makes
them available, their hunger that keeps them ready for
work. So too for us who often find that it is our concerns that
keep us close to the Lord. Second, the CALL of Christian
Discipleship. The workers cannot go into the vineyard until
they are called. And, so too for us. We must wait for the
Lord's direction before launching out in all sorts of ways.
Third, there is the TIMING of Christian Discipleship. The
workers were sent into the vineyard at different times each
day. We may have any number of good ideas, but the Lord
says, "Not yet." Sometimes too he says, yes, now. Other
times he puts things on us for which we may not feel ready,
but he says "now." Here too, we ask for the grace to accept the
Lord's timing in our life. Fourth, we see the PERSEVERANCE
of Christian Discipleship. Some were not hired until late in
the day. But notice, they were still there to be hired. And so
must we often wait for the Lord and be able to be found
ready when he calls. Fifth, there is the GIFT of Christian
Discipleship. Note how the early workers claimed it was
unfair that they were paid the same as others who worked
less. But this is our failure to understand that discipleship is
a gift, and the earlier you get the gift the better. Being a
Christian and a disciple is not a burden to be delayed as
long as possible. It is a delight to be sought after.

\-| FUNERAL — Bernadette Nicholson (9/23) \

+  MASSINTENTIONS FOR THEWEEK  +

Sunday, September 20 Twenty Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
10:00am Norma Jackson t

7:00pm Intentions of Suzanne Mandong

Monday, September 21 Saint Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist
7:00am Intentions of Fran Zandi (B’day)

Tuesday, September 22

7:00am  Intentions of Dr. Joe & Stacy Rubens (24™ wedding anniv.)
Wednesday, September 23 Saint Pius of Pietrelcina. Priest

7:00am Intentions of Henrietta Stafford

7:00pm Intentions of Bruce Norman (B’day)

Thursday, September 24

7:00am Wiley Darden t

Friday September 25

7:00am Leon ‘Tony’ Myrick T

Saturday, September 26 Sts. Cosmas & Damian, Martyrs, BVM
8:00am For the People

4:30pm Deceased Members of Boland & Lorch Families

DAILY MAss READINGS FOR THE WEEK
MONDAY: EPHESIANS 4:1-7,11-13 MATTHEW 9:9-13
TUESDAY: PROVERBS 21:1-6,10-13 LUKE 8:19-21
WEDNESDAY: PROVERBS 30:5-9 LUKE 9:1-6
THURSDAY: EccLESIASTES 1:2-11 LUKE 9:7-9
FRIDAY: EccCLESIASTES 3:1-11 LUKE 9:18-22
SATURDAY: EcCLESIASTES 11:9--12:8 LUKE 9:43B-45

ELECTRONIC TITHING: Our
parish offers electronic tithing
through ParishSOFT Online

Giving. For more information:

1. Scan the QR code to the right = [=] 5
2. Or, text ‘Enroll’ to 301-478-8900 ==
3. Visit: giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/FD-59 :
This service is FREE and SECURE. You can have [B]%5E"
your tithes automatically deducted weekly, monthly or

you can give a one-time gift/donation using your bank, credit card or
other method of payment. Questions? Kim Peaks 202-546-1885
or kpeaks@hcscchurch.org.

ParishgoFt:

Giving

Stay Connected

e Visit our website - hescchurch.org
e Subscribe to Flocknote to receive emails and updates:
1. Text HCSC to 84576 OR
2. Visit https://hcscchurch.flocknote.com/
e Download the MyParishApp to your mobile phone and
turn on natifications to receive parish updates.
e Follow us on social media:

ﬁ Facebook.com/HCSCChurch Irgjl hcsc_church

MAss ATTENDANCE

August 13, 2026
4:30pm 38
8:00am 57
9:30am 55
11:00am 126
7:00pm 88
Total: 364

For where two or three come together in my nane,
1 am there with them. Matthew 18:20

THIS WEEK AT THE PARISH

Monday (9/21) Wednesday (9/23)
7:15pm Young Adult Bible Study | 7:30pm Adult Bible Study (Zoom)
Tuesday (9/22) Friday (9/25)
7:00pm Adult Choir Rehearsal | 6:00pm Eucharistic Adoration
Saturday (9/26)
11am Knights of St Peter Claver mig

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HCSC? To see what ()37
is happening at the parish, check out our Parish ig* !
Calendar at hcscchurch.org or click QR code. I

% JOUR CHURCH SANCTUARY IS OPEN FROM
T:} 8AM—8PM every day for you to come in for

> private prayer in the presence of our Lord.

MASS INTENTIONS: It is a spiritual work of mercy to
pray for others, both living and deceased. If you would like to
offer a Mass for family or friend cal 202-546-1885 or
hescstaff2@hcscchurch.org. Customary donationis $10 per intention.

OUR MiISSION STATEMENT:

Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Roman Catholic Church,
empowered by the Holy Spirit, exists to evangelize and to
uphold Christian values by promoting the teachings of the
Church in Word, Sacrament and Witness.

OUR VISION STATEMENT:
A welcoming, embracing and joyful faith family richly rooted
in the community today, tomorrow and forever.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



SAINT CYPRIAN of CARTHAGE —BISHOP & MARTYR

Saint Cyprian’s full name was Thascius Caecilius Cyprianus. He
was an African nobleman born in Carthage, North Africa, about 200
A.D. Cyprian was born of a wealthy noble family. He was a skilled
master of rhetoric and had taken up a career in law before his
conversion to the Christian faith from paganism. Despite his high
social rank and seemingly carefree life, he was besieged by a feeling of
emptiness and, as he described it, a “hidden desperation.” It was in
these circumstances that, at the age of 35, he embraced the Christian
faith and was baptized on Easter Day of 246 A.D. He marveled over
the dramatic change the faith brought about in his life and so
impressed the Christians of Carthage that a mere three years later,
when their Bishop Donatus died, they requested Cyprian as his
successor. No sooner was he elected than a savage persecution broke
out against the Christians throughout all the Roman Empire, and

Artistic rendering of Carthage was no exception.
Bishop Cyprian of Carthage

Nevertheless, Cyprian took the helm and held his community
together. From a self-imposed exile he wrote hundreds of encouraging letters to those enduring the
ordeals and gave them a shepherd’s care. Within two years Cyprian was able to return to Carthage
where he zealously and pastorally led the Church of Carthage. Cyprian was a dedicated student of
the Scriptures and read closely the works of the theologians and philosophers of his time. Cyprian
himself was a writer and addressed some extremely important issues in the early Church. Many of
his works were very influential on the teachings of the Catholic Church, and his Treatise on the
“Our Father” was considered by many to be a work of genius. He is numbered among the “Father’s
of the Church.” This term describes those, who, through the exercise of their pastoral office and by
their teaching and preaching, decisively influenced the development of Christine doctrine and the
understanding of Sacred Scripture in the first centuries of the Church.

In the year 257 A.D. persecutions once again broke out against the Church. Cyprian was arrested
and then exiled. Refusing to recant his faith, Cyprian knew his time had come to make his supreme
witness to Christ. When the death sentence was pronounced, he cried out “Thanks be to God!” and
that same day September 14, 258, he was beheaded. He was the first African Bishop to be martyred
for the faith.

All Christ did, all he taught, was the will of God. Humility in our daily lives, an unwavering faith,
a moral sense of modesty in conversation, justice in acts, mercy in deed, discipline, refusal to harm
others, a readiness to suffer harm, peaceableness with our brothers, a whole-hearted love of the Lord,
loving in him what is of the Father, fearing him because he is God, preferring nothing to him who
preferred nothing to us, clinging tenaciously to his love, standing by his cross with loyalty and
courage when there is any conflict involving his honor and his name, manifesting in our speech the
constancy of our profession and under torture confidence for the fight, and in dying the endurance
for which we will be crowned — this is what it means to wish to be a co-heir with Christ, to keep
God'’s command, this is what it means to do the will of the Father.

From a Treatise on the Lord’s Prayer by Saint Cyprian of Carthage

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



THE HISTORY OF SAINT CYPRIAN PARISH

The parish known as Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian can trace its beginnings to two distinct churches —St. Cyprian,
established in 1893, and Holy Comforter established in 1904. This is a brief history of St. Cyprian’s parish.

After the Civil War, there were large movements of African-Americans from the south into cities, especially to the
north, and many came to Washington, DC. Some settled in the Capitol Hill neighborhood. These Black Catholics began
to attend St. Peter’s Church at Second & C Streets, SE, and it is here that this story begins.

Throughout the latter half of the 19t Century, St. Peter’s parish continued to grow and prosper, yet the African-
Americans who worshipped there were never fully accepted as members of the church community. They were made to
sit in the back of the church, use different doors from the white church members, and eventually excluded from the
main sanctuary and forbidden to be married or baptized at the main altar. Though there was precedent for African-
Americans to break away and form their own churches, the blacks at St. Peter’s became frustrated when they were
unable to establish their own church because there were so few black priests in the United States.

In 1887, Fr. James R. Matthews (who was not African-American) came to St. Peter’s as assistant pastor
and began to work diligently with the African-American Catholics to create their own parish where they
would feel welcomed. Before eventually being transferred, he convinced Fr. J. M. O’Brien to write the
Archdiocese of the Catholic Diocese in Baltimore asking to establish St. Cyprian parish.

In 1892, Cardinal Gibbons agreed that the time for such a move was right and he had Fr. Matthews
transferred back to Capitol Hill.

Fr. James Matthews

At the same time, Miss Mary Atkins offered a plot of land at 8th Street to Fr. Matthews to be used for a school for
African-American children. Fr. Matthews invited the Oblate Sisters of Providence to take charge of the school that was
established. By 1894, a larger school building was erected at 310 — 8th Street and named St. Ann’s Academy. (In 1964, the
school eventually merged with Holy Comforter School, the process went very smoothly.)

On March 12, 1893, the group of African-Americans who had been meeting in St. Peter’s hall were officially
organized as St. Cyprian Parish and recognized by the Archdiocese of Baltimore. By April 18, 1893, a tract of land at 13th
& C Streets, SE, was purchased for the sum of $12,480 with funds raised through donations by parishioners, and loans
from the Cardinal, as well as from societies who assist the Black community. The church and rectory were built on this
land. Ground was broken on July 1, 1893, and the cornerstone was laid on September 24, 1893. A ceremony to celebrate
the laying of the cornerstone of the new church included a parade witnessed by more than 10,000 people. Cardinal
Gibbons marched with the parishioners to the site and spoke at the dedication. The pioneering members of St. Peter’s
Church, who had the courage and vision to establish the parish of St. Cyprian, were rewarded for their dedication when
St. Cyprian’s opened the door to its new church building on June 2, 1894, just eight months after the laying of the
cornerstone.

St. Cyprian became a thriving force in the community. During the church’s first year, there were 1500 members, with
250 children attending Sunday School. That same year over 200 people were baptized. St. Cyprian became the only
Catholic parish in the country to provide its members with an adult night school.

During those early years, the parish was blessed by the efforts of many dedicated parishioners who worked closely
with the founding Pastor, Father (later Monsignor) James Matthews who served the parish for 41 years from 1893-1934.
In 1943, St. Cyprian was transferred to the Josephites (organized in 1893 as an American missionary group devoted to
evangelizing African-Americans). Throughout the years, St. Cyprian continued to be the focal point of the Capitol Hill
African-American community.

However, in 1966, this pivotal force faced a serious challenge when its magnificent buildings needed extensive
repairs that proved too expensive to undertake. Fr. Burke, the pastor at the time of the closing, explained that over
$350,000 was needed to repair the buildings and he approached Cardinal O'Boyle and suggested a possible merger with
Holy Comforter since this parish had suffered a serious decline in membership. After much deliberation, Cardinal
O’Boyle, with reservation, agreed to merge the parishes.

It must be said that things did not go smoothly and many parishioners even today still express concern over the way
the whole matter was handled. The announcement of the closing came suddenly on a Sunday in late August 1966.
Parishioners were told that within two weeks their parish buildings would be closed and with only two weeks notice,
there was no time to raise funds. So, they had to move to the Holy Comforter Parish building.

The St. Cyprian Parish buildings stood empty for five years until 1971 when they were demolished. A plaque
commemorating the site of St. Cyprian is located at that site today. In 1966, the blended parish of Holy Comforter-St.
Cyprian was formed and run by the Josephites. In 1984, the parish was returned to the care of diocesan priests and
continues to serve the community today. The merged school, unfortunately, closed in 2007.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

\/ﬁ REGISTRATION IS STILL OPEN FOR
SUNDAY SUNDAY SCHOOL for youth in pre-K
SCHOO[ through 12" grade. Class begins Sept.
= 27" (held weekly on Sundays at 9:15 am).
Our program provides the authentic
teachings of the Catholic faith and includes classes for
youth who need their Sacraments (First Communion and
Confirmation). Contact Shirley Austin, Minister of Religious
Education, at mre@hcscchurch.org or 202-368-7231. Our
Sunday school is FREE! Registration forms are in the
rear of the church or at hcscchurch.org.

INTERESTED IN LEARNING ABOUT é
THE CATHOLIC FAITH? Classes on e I A
the fundamental teachings of the Catholic

faith beglns on Tues., Sept. 29" gt [Fueror G mitsson for Al
7:00PM in the rectory. This class is deS|gned for
non-Catholics considering becoming a Catholic, but is also
an opportunity for adult Catholics who missed receiving
one or more of the sacraments, and for those returning to
Church after a long absence. For information or to find out if this
is something that will help you in your faith journey, contact
the rectory office at 202-546-1885 or rciahcsc@gmail.com.

BIBLE STUDIES AT HCSC

ﬁg,ﬁ YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY: Mondays at 7PM in
7 the rectory w/Msgr. Charles Pope.

o X FRIENDLY SENIORS BIBLE STUDY: held the
“== third and fourth Tuesday of every month at 10:30AM in the
chapel. This bible study to resume Tues., Oct. 20"

WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY: held every
Wednesday via Zoom at 7:15PM w/Msgr. Charles Pope.
Sign up at hescchurch.flocknote.com to receive Zoom link.

SAVE THE DATES

THE 37" ANNUAL EAST OF THE RIVER
REVIVAL: Oct. 5-7, 2026 at Mount Calvary
Catholic Church in Upper Marlboro, MD at
7PM. Theme: ‘Peace, the Gift the World
Cannot Give’. Revivalist: Rev. Sydney O.
Speaks. The Youth Rally is Sat., Oct. 3 at St.
Joseph Catholic Church (2020 St. Joseph Drive, Largo,
MD) from 10AM-4PM for ages 5-17. Families must
complete and submit a Release & Consent form for youth
attending Saturday’s event. All events are FREE. This is an
annual Catholic revival event held in the Southeast Deanery
of the Archdiocese of Washington. For details, see flyer in
bulletin or visit: adw.org/event/err.

>

f_r.

invitation to discover the many ways you can share your

ba L i Many Gifts, One Body
- )Y(' ] Liturgical Ministry Recruitment Campaign
M_).\)m- mgs' | Our parish is excited to launch our Many

e "~ | Gifts, One Body Liturgical Ministries
Recruitment Campaign, a six-week

gifts in service to our parish community.

Our celebration of the Mass is possible through the ministry
of priests, assisted by the prayerful service of many
people. Some welcome parishioners and visitors. Some
proclaim the Word. Some lift their voices through music.
Some serve at the altar, prepare our sacred space, assist
with Holy Communion, or manage our sound system. Each
ministry is different, but together we worship God and grow
in faith.

Over the next six-weeks, beginning Sept. 27" our
liturgical ministries will share what they do, why their
ministry matters, the gifts and skills that are helpful, and the
time commitment involved. Over these weeks, please listen
for each ministry’s invitation, pray about where God may be
calling you to serve, and consider taking the next step
when sign-up information is shared. Stay tuned.

support a fundraiser to purchase
a new vehicle to transport the
Oblate Sisters to and from
appointments. The bingo will be held Sat., Sept. 26" from
2—6pm in the Sacred Heart Hall at the Oblate Sisters of
Providence Motherhouse (707 Gun Road, Baltimore, MD).
For ticket and information, call 410-242-8500 or Vvisit:
www.oblatesisters.com.

SAVE THE DATE! The HCSC MUSIC MINISTRY 54™
ANNIVERSARY CONCERT is Sun., Oct. 25" at 4PM.
This year’s theme: “Be Encouraged. God Is In Control”.
This is a FREE concert for family and friends (a free-will
offering will be taken). Come and join with us in praise.

EucHARISTIC ADORATION/HOLY HOUR ‘

= EVERY FRIDAY from 6—7PM in the
sanctuary. Clergy available to hear confessions.

= EVERY FIRST FRIDAY of the month from
8AM until 7PM in the sanctuary.

Come and spend quiet time in prayer and adoring
Jesus Christ who is present in the Eucharist.

HoLYy COMFORTER-SAINT CYPRIAN ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
1357 East Capitol Street, SE, WDC 20003
202.546.1885 <+ www.hcscchurch.org

Rev. Msgr. Charles Pope, Pastor (msgr.charles.pope@gmail.com)
Rev. Patrick Aboagye, Parochial Vicar (sirpatrick2@gmail.com)
Deacon James P. Flagg Il, Permanent Deacon (jpflaggll@gmail.com)

For information on membership, sacraments (baptism, first communion,
confirmation, wedding) and funerals contact rectory office at
hcscstaff@hcscchurch.org or 202.546.1885

Mass TIMES: Saturday 8AM & 4:30PM (vigil)
Sunday 8AM, 9:30AM, 11AM and 7PM
Weekdays Mon—Fri: 7AM (8AM on holidays)
Wednesdays  7PM (confessions 6PM)

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday: 10AM—6PM
Thursday, Saturday & Sunday: Closed

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



 THE SOUTHEAST DEANERY AND PARTNERING CHURCHES PRESENT

i

e 376, Gunsal East f The River Revivall

Oetsller 5, 6 and 7, 2096 ot 7 4°M

Praise & Worship Nightly Reconciliation Available Nightly
Healing Service on Tuesday Mass on Wednesday

Rev. Sidney O. Speaks, Archdiocese of New
Orleans, a native of Baltimore and the oldest of
nine, is the son of the late Sidney Oscar and Lillie
Speaks. Sidney felt that the Lord was calling him
to serve as a priest at sixteen. Father Spaaltﬁ
currently serves as the pastor of St. Jnsﬂ _:
Worker Catholic Church in Marrero, Loui:

= — _*"Tl,-f 5?
Mount Calvary Catholic Church

6700 Marlboro Pike /)
Forestwlle, MD 20747 |

—|



https://www.instagram.com/eastoftheriverrevival/
https://x.com/errc_dc
https://www.facebook.com/southeastdeanery.revival.94

The East of the River Revival Committee
presents the

“Peace on Earth”

Saturday, October 3, 2026
St. Joseph Catholic Church
2020 St. Joseph Drive
Largo, MD 20774 \

11:00 am-5:00 pm with Vigil Mass |
R S S e i e \\‘“

Release and Consent Forms are to be submmited \;‘D
by Sunday, September 20,2026 through the QR
code or the link below.
https://form.jotform.com/261136751303146

Free food and drink
Adult session
available
Opportunity to
meet new people

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE SEE YOUR
ERRC REPRESENTATIVE OR CONTACT:
EMAIL: ERRCOMMITTEE.SEDC@OUTLOOK.COM
HOTLINE NUMBER: (202) 930-3398

_K



https://www.instagram.com/eastoftheriverrevival/
https://www.facebook.com/southeastdeanery.revival.94
https://x.com/errc_dc
https://form.jotform.com/261136751303146
https://form.jotform.com/261136751303146
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Complete Funeral Service

hapel Facility ¢« Cremation
Serving DC, MD, and VA
Services are based on professionalism rather than cost,
every service is designed to meet your personal budget.
We are dedicated to provide to our families financial
assistance in their time of need. “Our Commitment to
Eternal Rest is Sacred, Paramount, and Foremost”

703-646-9320
311 N. Patrick St. * Alexandria, VA 22314
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della barba pizza

February Special - 15% Off - New York Thin

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Sunday Only

Order Online, On Phone or On-Site
Promo Code: SaintCyprian

(202) 845-3033

dellabarbapizza.com

Damian A. Jones

Son, Brother, Father
We Love You Always

Willie & Gwendolyn Jones
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and Loved
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