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800th Anniversary of the death of St. Francis of Assisi




HOLY COMFORTER-SAINT CYPRIAN ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Readings This Weekend:
Isaiah 5:1-7  Philippians 4:6-9
Readings Next Weekend:

Matthew 21:33-43

OCTOBER 4, 2026

Isaiah 25:6-10a  Philippians 4:12-14,19-20 Matthew 22:1-14

Today, the first reading and the Gospel present a
kind of "use it or lose it" proposition. The Lord
uses the example of a vineyard, the vineyard

— Jowner, and tenant farmers who are expected to
grow produce on the leased land. Notice first the SOWING
— When we consider the purpose of sowing seeds, or in
this case, planting a vineyard, what is the purpose of
sowing? The answer, of course, is one does this in order to
reap a harvest. Hence, God carefully planted the vineyard
of Israel and entrusted it to the care of the Israelites
themselves. Notice the SEEKING —The harvest he sought
from them and seeks from us is justice, love, peace, truth,
life and faith. The vineyard owner, sought the proper fruits
of the vineyard. But notice next the SINNING — Instead of
grapes, he gets the sour grapes of bloodshed, injustice,
idolatry, adultery, divorce, sexual confusion, loss of
chastity, theft, neglect of the poor, and so on. Foul harvest
indeed. Jesus goes on to add how not only did they do
these things but they persecuted, hated and even
murdered those who called this to their attention, and they
are planning to murder Jesus too. This leads to the
SENTENCING - In effect the Lord teaches that if you do
not want or refuse to use the kingdom blessings you don't
have to have them and they will be taken from you and
given to others. So, the bottom line is, if you want the
Kingdom, it is yours and it will bring forth fruits of
righteousness. If you don't want it and don't care for the
grapes of righteousness, you don't have to accept it. The
judgment is ultimately in your hands.

+  MASSINTENTIONS FOR THEWEEK

Sunday October 4 Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00am Intentions of Mark Johnson

9:30am Intentions of Danielle Jackson (B'day)

11:00am Jon Zilliox t

7:00pm Intentions of Joshua Sampson & Shawanna Thomas
Monday, October 5 Saint Faustina Kowalska, Virgin

7:00am Intentions of Jonathan Elliott (B'day)

Tuesday, October 6 Saint Bruno, Priest

7:00am Intentions of Marie Jorgie Joseph (B’day)
Wednesday, October 7 Our Lady of the Rosary

7:00am Intentions of Deacon James P. Flagg Il (B’day)
7:00pm Paul Tompkins T

Thursday, October 8

7:00am Sheila Ray T

Friday, October 9 Sts. Denis, Bishop & Companions & John Leonardi, Priest
7:00am Intentions of Marie Elise Saint Clair Joseph (B’day)
Saturday October 10

8:00am For the People

4:30pm Intentions of Richard Edelen (B’day)

DAILY READINGS FOR THE WEEK
MONDAY: GALATIANS1:6-12 LUKE 10:25-37
TUESDAY: GALATIANS 1:13-24 LUKE 10:38-42
WEDNESDAY: GALATIANS 2: 1-2, 7-14 LUKE 11:1-4
THURSDAY: GALATIANS 3:1-5 LUKE 11:5-13
FRIDAY: GALATIANS 3:7-14 LUKE 11:15-26
SATURDAY: GALATIANS 3:22-29 LUKE 11:27-28

ELECTRONIC TITHING: Our
parish offers electronic tithing
through ParishSOFT Online

Giving. For more information:

1. Scan the QR code to the right = [=]5
2. Or, text ‘Enroll’ to 301-478-8900 oy
3. Visit: giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/FD-59

This service is FREE and SECURE. You can have [E]%#54}
your tithes automatically deducted weekly, monthly or

you can give a one-time gift/donation using your bank, credit card or
other method of payment. Questions? Kim Peaks 202-546-1885
or kpeaks@hcscchurch.org.

Stay Connected

e Visit our website - hescchurch.org

e Subscribe to Flocknote to receive emails and updates:
1. Text HCSC to 84576 OR
2. Visit https://hcscchurch.flocknote.com/

e Download the MyParishApp to your mobile phone and
turn on notifications to receive parish updates.
e Follow us on social media:

ﬂ Facebook.com/HCSCChurch l@' hesc_church

MAss ATTENDANCE
September 27, 2026
4:30pm 25
8:00am 64
9:30am 27
11:00am 152
7:00pm _71
Total: 339
For where two or three come together in my name,
[ am there with them. Matthew 18:20

ParishsofFt

Giving

THIS WEEK AT THE PARISH

Sunday (10/4) Wednesday (10/7)
5-6:30pm Blessing ofthe Animals | 7:30pm Adult Bible Study (Zoom)
Tuesday (10/6) Friday (10/9)

7:00pm Adult Choir Rehearsal | 6pm-7pm Eucharistic Adoration
7:00pm OCIA/Faith Formation | 7-8:30pm YoungAdults Fellowship

EucHARISTIC ADORATION/HOLY HOUR

= EVERY FRIDAY from 6—7PM in the
sanctuary. Clergy available to hear confessions.

= EVERY FIRST FRIDAY of the month from t
8AM until 7PM in the sanctuary. e,

MASS INTENTIONS: It is a spiritual work of mercy to
pray for others, both living and deceased. If you would like
to offer a Mass in memory of a friend or family, call
202-546-1885. The customary stipend is $10 per intention.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:

Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Roman Catholic Church,
empowered by the Holy Spirit, exists to evangelize and to
uphold Christian values by promoting the teachings of the
Church in Word, Sacrament and Witness.

OUR VISION STATEMENT:
A welcoming, embracing and joyful faith family richly rooted
in the community today, tomorrow and forever.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS: On the i
Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, Sun., Oct., 4",
clergy will bless pets on the church plaza
from 5—6:30pm. This year marks the 800"
Anniversary of the Death of St. Francis of
Assisi. Pope Leo XIV proclaimed a special &
Jubilee Year from January 10, 2026, through §
January 10, 2027. All pets are welcome! '

4 States celebrates Respect Life
: Month, and the first Sunday of
~ October is observed as Respect Life
' Sunday. As Catholics, we are called
\ to cherish, defend, and protect
those who are most vulnerable, from
the beginning of life to its natural
end, and at every point in between.
During the month, the Church asks us to reflect more
deeply on the dignity of every human life. Our parish will
provide information either in the bulletin and in the rear of
the church during this month. Stay tuned.

""""""‘o The month of October is dedicated to
October jthe Holy Rosary. This is primarily due to
o Month of The the liturgical feast of Our Lady of the
% . Rosary celebrated annually on October
wg%m* 7", It was instituted to honor the Blessed
+= Virgin Mary in gratitude for the protection
that she gives the Church in answer to the praying of
the Rosary by the faithful. According to an account by
15"century Dominican, Alan de la Roch, Mary appeared to
St. Dominic in 1206 after he had been praying and doing
severe penances because of his lack of success in
combating the Albigensian heresy. Mary praised him for his
valiant fight against the heretics and then gave him the
Rosary as a mighty weapon, explained its uses and
efficacy, and told him to preach it to others. We have FREE
rosaries in the rear of the church.

M a
Mothe; Life 4

HCSC YOUNG ADULT FELLOWSHIP: Join
other young adults for an evening of feIIowshlp
and catechesis on Fri, Oct. 9™ from
7pm-8:30pm in the rectory basement
meeting room. Eucharistic Adoration will be
held prior to fellowship from 6-7pm in the church. This is a
great opportunity for young adults to gather and discuss
their faith and meet other young adults. Food will be
provided. Come and bring a friend!

BIBLE STUDIES AT HCSC

L/ FRIENDLY SENIORS BIBLE STUDY: held the
#_% third and fourth Tuesday of every month at 10: 3OAM in the
*" chapel. This bible study resumes Tues., Oct. 20"

... WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY: held every
7t Wednesday via Zoom at 7:15PM w/Msgr. Charles Pope.
Sign up at hescchurch flocknote.com to receive Zoom link.

DID YOU KNOW? Our church sanctuary is open
, | from 8AM—8PM every day for you to come in for
p private prayer throughout the day. Stop by!

I Many Gifts, One Body
Liturgical Ministry Recruitment Campaign
)im«

,,,\,\Pn GIFTs,

Our parish has begun our Many Gifts, One
w2 wers |Body Liturgical Ministries Recruitment

- Campaign—a six-week invitation to discover
the many ways you can share your gifts in service to our
parish community as a member of one of the liturgical ministries.
This weekend we focus on Music & Sound Ministries:

MUSIC MINISTRIES—ADULT & YOUTH CHOIRS

‘\:\{/ Music is an important part of prayer and worship.
Through song, we celebrate, find comfort,
express our faith, and lift our collective voices in
praise. You don't have to be a
professional singer to become involved. If you can carry a
tune, have an interest in music, and a desire to serve, we
invite you to learn more. We especially encourage young
people to explore opportunities to participate in our Youth
Choir. Stop by the Liturgical Ministries Hospitality table
after Mass to meet ministry members, ask questions, and
complete an interest card. Interested in learning more? Contact:
Adult Choir: George Stewart—gcsmusic@msn.com
Youth Choir: CarolynCampbell—ecarolyncambell@hotmail.com

SOUND MINISTRY

+ Good sound may happen behind the scenes, but it
[~ plays an important role in our liturgies. The Sound
_ Ministry helps ensure that the spoken word,
“music, and other elements of the Mass can be
heard clearly By supporting the audio needs of our
liturgies, Sound Ministry members help our clergy and
liturgical ministers bring the Word of God to the entire
congregation. They also record homilies for social media.

No previous sound experience is necessary. If you are
interested in technology and willing to learn, training is
provided in the basics of sound production, microphones,
mixing boards, and audio recording. The ministry currently
serves primarily at the 11:00 a.m. Sunday Mass, with
occasional opportunities to provide audio support for other
church functions. Stop by the Liturgical Ministries
Hospitality table after Mass to learn more and complete an
interest card. Interested in learning more? Contact
Gershon Peaks at gpeaks2@gmail.com or 202-302-7755.

HoLy COMFORTER-SAINT CYPRIAN ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
1357 East Capitol Street, SE, WDC 20003
202.546.1885 «» www.hcscchurch.org

Rev. Msgr. Charles Pope, Pastor (msgr.charles.pope@gmail.com)
Rev. Patrick Aboagye, Parochial Vicar (sirpatrick2@gmail.com)
Deacon James P. Flagg Il, Permanent Deacon (jpflaggll@gmail.com)

For information on membership, sacraments (baptism, first
communion, confirmation, matrimony) and funerals contact
rectory office at hcscstaff@hcscchurch.org or 202.546.1885

Mass TiMEs: Saturday 8AM & 4:30PM (vigil)
Sunday 8AM, 9:30AM, 11AM and 7PM
Weekdays Mon—Fri: 7AM (8AM on holidays)

Wednesdays 7PM (confessions 6PM)

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday: 10AM—6PM
Thursday, Saturday & Sunday: Closed

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



The year 2026 marks the 800™ anniversary of the death of Saint Francis of Assisi. Pope Leo XIV declared a
special yearlong Jubilee to promote messages of peace, poverty, and care for creation running from Jan. 10,
2026 through Jan. 10, 2027. St. Francis’s Feast Day is October 4th.

From Riches to Rags

The Life of Sant Francis of Assisi

Saint Francis of Assisi is perhaps
one of the best-known saints, but
also the one whose legacy is often
inaccurate and misunderstood.

Born Giovanni di Pietro di
Bernardone in 1181, he is often
portrayed as a radical peace-nick,
but he preached the fifth Crusade.
He is often thought of as a free-
wheeling hippie, unconcerned
about doctrine, yet he insisted on
radical fidelity to the teachings of
Christ and the Church. He was also
a stickler for proper liturgy and
suitable vestments, altar linens and
chalices. He is often thought an
early environmentalist and as a
nature-loving soul who preached
to the birds, but he did this to
shame fellow humans who would
not listen to the Gospel so eagerly.
He also tamed a wolf. He did
surely love creation and wrote the
Canticle of the Sun. But the song is
directed to God, whose glory is
reflected in creation. The song
most attributed to him, “Make Me
a Channel of Your Peace” he never
wrote. Lovely though it is, it was
written in the early 1900’s and is
far too maudlin for a man of the
Middle Ages, toughened by war, a
vow of poverty and much
suffering. Indeed, his life was far
from the care-free, light hearted
life depicted in the 60s movie,
“Brother Sun Sister Moon.” He
even bore the stigmata (the five
wounds of Christ) in his later
years. So, we need to look beyond
the birdbaths and other distortions
or exaggerations to find the real St.
Francis.

Birth and Early Excesses
Saint Francis was born in Assisi,
Italy. He was the son of a wealthy
silk merchant, Giovanni di Pietro
di Bernadone, of his mother, Pica
di Bourlemont, little is known
except that she was a noblewoman
originally from Provence, France.

In worldly terms he had it all. He
was from a rich family with power

and privilege. Indulged by his
parents, he was inclined to vice and
a wild social life of drinking and
partying and much sinful excess.
He loved to listen to and imitate
troubadours, the travelling
musicians and poets of that era. He
was handsome, sharp, a natural
leader, spent money lavishly and
loved fine clothes.

Dissatisfaction and Troubles
Despite all of this, he was not very
happy. Excess led to boredom,
headaches, and hangovers. He

began a downward spiral of sorts.
A kind of disillusionment settled
on Francis fairly early in his life.
As he sold his father’s cloth to the
wealthy who could afford them,
beggars often presented
themselves asking for alms. He
became increasingly generous and
was even mocked by friends and
scorned by his father for his
excessive generosity.

What we call Italy today was in a
state of nearly perpetual war
during Francis’ life. Neighboring
towns, tribes and cities were in
constant conflict over land and
resources.

In 1202, Francis chose to join a
military expedition against
Perugia, a neighboring region. He
went war in hopes of glory and
fame, even knighthood. But he was
injured early and taken prisoner for
nearly a year during which an
illness also came upon him. His
father had to come and purchase
his freedom. Humiliated but not
yet converted he returned in 1203
to his frivolous party life. Two
years later, Francis once again
sought military glories, leaving for
Apulia to enlist in the army, hoping
to join the Crusades.

But on the way a troubling vision
caused him to lose heart and return
to Assisi. It was yet another
humiliation and a failure to gain
the esteem of his friends and
measure up to his father’s dreams
for him. In what some assumed to
be a depression, Francis began to
avoid the escapades, parties and
feasts of his friends. He was also




being encouraged to settle down
and marry by some of his family.

Out of the Darkness Boldly
He became more introspective,
withdrawing to the countryside to
think and pray. At one point he had
a mystical vision of Christ in a
ruined and abandoned chapel of
San Damiano, just outside Assisi.
Christ spoke from the cross and
said, “Francis, go and repair my
church which, as you can see, is
falling into ruins." Thinking this
meant the ruined chapel where he
was, Francis snatched some cloth
from his father's store and sold to
get money for the repairs. But the
priest of the village refused to
accept the stolen gains, whereupon
an indignant Francis threw the
coins on the floor.

His father, having discovered the
theft, had Francis beaten, chained,
and locked in a storeroom. Though
freed by his mother, Francis was
soon brought up on charges by his
father who sought also to disinherit
him. Francis, in a memorable
moment before town leaders and
the bishop, cast off his clothes (all
that remained to him of his father’s
estate) and claimed that God was
now his only Father.

Riches to Rags
Now he wandered about as a
beggar in the hills near Assisi. He
begged not only for food but also
for stones to restore the chapel at
St. Damiano. He carried them and
set them in place himself. Over
time the chapel was restored. He
continued in this manner for
several years and restored three
other ruined chapels, including the
Porziuncola, a small chapel of St.
Mary of the Angels in the plain
beneath Assisi. This later became
Francis' favorite abode. By
degrees, he took to living among

the poor and nursing lepers, in the
leper colonies near Assisi.

In the winter of 1208, Francis
decided to formally dedicate
himself to a life of poverty. He
donned a coarse wool robe with a
knotted rope and thus dressed in
the manner of the poor of his
region. He began street preaching
emphasizing penance, love, living
in peace and the teachings of
Scripture. As such he stirred some
controversy since he was not of the
clergy. But too few clergy took
preaching seriously and many of
the people were hungry for the
truth and for meaning.

Order, Order, Order!

At this time too, he began to attract
followers. Within a year, he had
eleven brothers who joined him,
living communal life in the
deserted regions near Assisi. What
started informally now began to
look like a religious community.
By 1209, Francis composed a rule
that emphasized following the
teachings and example of the Lord
Jesus Christ and to walk in his
footsteps. In Rome, Pope Innocent
Il approved his rule and
recognized the order on April 16,
1210. They were called the "Lesser
Brothers" (i.e. the Order of Friars
Minor). Returning from Rome to
the valley beneath Assisi the order
spread.

Religious orders are usually
founded by priests or religious
women. But Francis was only a
layman at the founding. Later he
was ordained a deacon, but not a
priest.

A women’s branch was soon
formed in 1211 by a young
noblewoman, Clare of Assisi.
Inspired by Francis’ preaching, she
was also disenchanted excesses of
wealth and worldliness. She also
experienced anger from her family

for leaving their way of life. But,
joined by her cousin, she left and
by 1212, under Francis’ direction
founded the Order of Poor Clares,
a Franciscan “second order.” Later
the third order — currently titled the
Secular Franciscans, was
established for lay people, who did
not take formal vows, but lived in
the world with Franciscan values.

Legacy

The phenomenal growth of the
order was nothing short of
astonishing, By the time of
Francis’ death there were over
5,000 members of the Order
throughout Europe. In a world torn
by war, chaos and violence, many
sought relief in the steadier world
of monasteries. It was a major
reform movement in a sleepy and
weary Church. Francis’ influence
spread even to the Muslim world
when he set out to convert the
sultan of Egypt or die trying. Alas
the Sultan did not convert to
Christianity but was so impressed
with  Francis’ holiness and
sincerity that he agreed to reopen
the Holy Land for Chrisitan
pilgrims. To this day the
Franciscan Order oversees most
every holy site and shrine there.

A small movement started by one
man, then eleven who joined him
in a rural valley in central Italy is
now worldwide. It is an echo of the
Lord and the Apostles at the
beginning.

St Francis died on October 3, 1226.
He was nearly blind and suffered,
though  blissfully, with the
stigmata. His legacy lives on by the
grace of God, on this the 800™
Anniversary of his death.

May God be praised in the lives of
his saints.



HOLY COMFORTER-ST. CYPRIAN YOUNG ADULTS

YOUNG ADULT
FELLOWSHIP

Calling all young adults ages 21-39!

Join us for a fellowship with a short
reflection on “The Mystery of Suffering”
led by Monsignor Charles Pope

FRIDAY

e 6-7pm Adoration & Confession
OCTOBER 9 (in Church)

e 7-8:30pm Fellowship w/food &
reflection (in rectory
basement mtg room -
entrance to the far-right of
rectory building)

1357 East Capitol St., SE,
Washington, DC 20003

Join our GroupMe
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Order Online, On Phone or On-Site
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Son, Brother, Father
We Love You Always
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